Richard D. Fisher

3430 North Mountain Ridge Road, #32
Mesa, AZ 86207

480.699.8400(h) - 480.334.0884(c) - rdfisher7@yahoo.com

PROFILE

· Executive Management: A unique combination of over 15 years of progressive management and project leadership experience in the development, marketing and operation of science centers along with 10+ years of university administration.

· External Relations/Strategic Partnerships: Demonstrated success in improving business/community/ government relations by developing a diverse network of partnerships, stakeholders and supporters. 
· Project Management: Proven ability to direct and manage capital projects including their design, development, promotion and implementation. 
· Education: Highly effective at conceiving, promoting and implementing extraordinary educational programs and learning experiences that motivate, entertain and instill a love for learning.

EDUCATION

Northern Arizona University:  Flagstaff, Arizona
M. A. Teaching of Earth Sciences

M. Ed. Community College Education

B. S. Geography, Cum Laude

Minor: Remote Sensing Technology

Kemper Military College:  Booneville, Missouri

A. A. General Studies
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

BIODESIGN INSTITUTE





  

                  2007 – 2009
Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ
Director, Educational Outreach

Manage the needs assessment, development and implementation of comprehensive local, state, and national public and K12 outreach activities for a multi-million dollar, state-of-the-art, interdisciplinary research institute at one of the nation’s largest university. Activities include public programs, internships, curriculum development and teacher training that are designed to stimulate interest and enhance education in science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
Orlando Science Center, Orlando, FL



                               2004 - 2006
Vice President of Educational Programs

Managed all aspects of educational, public and outreach programming as well as overall visitor experience and volunteer program for a large regional science center.

· Significantly improved direct marketing strategies through improved collaterals, expanded distribution, presentations and development of a trade show exhibition booth.

· Increased attendance and program revenues in all core programs through marketing and program restructuring that increased capacity, meeting and exceeding revenue goals.

· Secured over $110K in grant funding for programs and program expansion.

· Expanded and increased revenue of outreach programs by adding classroom and auditorium show curriculum. Procured two donated vans to support outreach programs.

· Created the position of and hired a Visitor Experience Manager resulting in increased live programs and improved guest satisfaction.

Challenger Learning Center

                                                                  1995 – 2004
Florida State University, Florida A&M University, Tallahassee, FL

Director, Faculty Administrator, dual appointment: College of Engineering (1998-2004)
Supervised the development, construction and implementation of a multimillion-dollar science center that served as a university outreach and downtown economic development project in the state capital. Supervised the design, procurement and operation of a space mission simulator, IMAX Theater and state-of-the-art digital, high-definition video dome theater/planetarium. 

· Managed project partnerships and memoranda of understanding that included (former) Florida Board of Regents, two universities, city, county and state governments and a local education authority (LEA).

· Established and maintained advocacy from the Chamber of Commerce, CVB, EDC, business leaders and community organizations.

· Assisted in raising $8.6M of public funding and additional private contributions. Negotiated $2.5M in-kind land acquisition. Established a Development Committee representing university foundations and business leaders.

· Provided direct design consultation to architects based on operational specifications and monitored the unique construction of a $5.5M building.  

· Researched equipment specifications and operational cost of 8/70 and 15/70 large format film (LFF) theaters, digital planetarium/laser theaters, space mission simulators and motion-based simulator rides. Chaired LFF selection committee and monitored multi-million dollar procurement process.

· Developed start-up and operational budgets and staffing plans. Recruited, hired, and supervised 13 fulltime/65 part-time science educators, planetarium instructors, technical, hosting and administrative support staff.  

· Supervised local and regional marketing efforts and special events, including the design and development of print, video, radio, outdoor and multimedia presentation materials. Made presentations to senior school system administrators and school boards, governmental bodies, civic clubs and local/state association conferences. 

· Drafted By-laws and coordinated the formation of a university board of advisors.

· Supervised the development and delivery of simulation, planetarium and classroom curricula for student and visitor programs, teacher pre/in-service training and corporate team building. 

The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN

Director (1995-1998)
Responsible for all aspects of development, marketing, start-up operations and on going management of an aerospace science center providing K-12/public outreach and pre/in-service teacher training, technology training and corporate team building. Wrote and collaborated on grant proposals and philanthropic gifts.  

Blue Ridge Outdoor Education Center   


                            1993 - 1995
Mikell Camp & Conference Center, Toccoa, GA

Director

Responsible for the design and development of all facets of a residential environmental education center. Program emphasis was on aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems and natural resource management.

· Supervised staff in the planning, development and execution of rigorous, interdisciplinary, field based programs that focused on the physical and cultural geography of Southern Appalachia. 

· Developed and conducted student programs, teacher professional development, corporate team building and Elderhostel workshops. 

Tugaloo Environmental Education CenteR
 

                  1992 - 1993
Marine Resources Development Foundation, Westminster, SC
Director

Responsibilities and duties were similar to those performed above at the Blue Ridge Outdoor Education Center.

· Modified and operated a 29 foot pontoon research boat with students, teachers, and adult visitors for the purpose of wetland, lake and river ecology studies on Lake Hartwell and the Tugaloo River.
CLASSROOM  TEACHING  EXPERIENCE

Florida Metropolitan University (Orlando North, Orlando South)


       2006 - 2007
Adjunct Faculty/ Instructor

· Environmental Science (multiple sections)

· Strategies for Success

Coconino County Community College:  Flagstaff, Arizona 
      
           
       1991 - 1992
Adjunct Faculty/ Instructor

· Introduction to Physical Geography (plus lab)

· World Regional Geography

· Conservation and Natural Resource Management

Northern Arizona University:  Flagstaff, Arizona



                   1988 - 1992

Lecturer/Instructor (1989-1992)
· Introduction to Physical Geography (multiple sections)

· World Regional Geography (multiple sections)

· Introduction to Remote Sensing Technology

· Geography of the United States

Lab Instructor (1988 – 1989)

· Introduction to Physical Geography Lab (multiple sections)

 ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE

United States Army









Infantry Officer and Rotary-wing Aviator

PROFESSIONAL  AFFILIATIONS  AND  MEMBERSHIPS


INTERNATIONAL
· International Planetarium Society, 1998 - 2005

· Giant Screen Cinema Association, 1999 - 2005


NATIONAL
· Biotechnology Institute, 2008-present

· National Marine Educators Association, 2005-present

· National Science Teachers Association, 1991-present

· Civil Air Patrol: Aerospace Education, 1997 - present

· North American Association for Environmental Education, 1992-5

· Association of Nature Center Administrators, 1992-5

· Alliance for Environmental Education, 1993-4

· National Association of Interpreters, 1992-5

· National Wildlife Foundation, 1992-5

· Association of American Geographers, 1987-8

STATE

· Arizona Science Teachers Association, 2007 – present

· Arizona Science Coordinators Association, 2007 - present

· Florida Marine Science Educators Association, 2005 - present

· Florida Association of Science Teachers, 2004-present

· Tennessee Science Teacher Association, 1995 - 1998

· Tennessee Earth Science Teachers Association, 1997 – 1998

· Georgia Governor’s Council for Environmental Education, 1994-5

· Georgia Environmental Education Alliance, 1993-5

· Georgia Science Teachers Association, 1992-5

· South Carolina Science Council, 1992-3
PROFESSIONAL  ACTIVITIES


POSITIONS, APPOINTMENTS AND OFFICES
Member, University Support Committee for Arizona Center for STEM Teachers, 2008- present

Proposal Reviewer, NSF Communicating Research to Public Audiences (CRPA), November 2008
Member, CREST (STEM Magnet) School Steering Committee, Paradise Valley, Az 2008- present
Member, P20 Education Sub-committee, Arizona Technology Council, Phoenix, AZ, 2008 - present
Member, Education Committee, Arizona’s Bioscience Road Map, Flinn Foundation, 

Phoenix, AZ, 2007 - present

Member, Workforce Committee, Arizona’s Bioscience Road Map, Flinn Foundation, 
Phoenix, AZ, 2007 – present

Member, Advisory Board, Arizona Science & Engineering Fair, 2007 – present

Member, Advisory Board, Bio-medical Program, Chandler Gilbert Community College, 2007 – present

Member, Working Group, University Public School Institute, Arizona State University, 2007 - present

Consultant, Math and Science Teaching Education Research Center (FL DOE) $2M grant proposal,


University of South Florida, Fall 2006

Member, National Advisory Board, Hands-On-Optics, 2005 – present

Judge, State of Florida Science & Engineering Fair, 2005, 2006

Member, Board of Directors, Tallahassee Scientific Society, 1998 – 2004

Member, Board of Directors, Kleman Plaza (City of Tallahassee) 2002 - 2004

Board of Advisors, Florida State University School, Engineering Academy, 2001-2

Chairman, Aerospace Programs Advisory Board, Nat’l Science Teachers Assoc., 1998-1999.

Alternate Delegate, Tennessee: Aerospace States Association, 1998.

Aerospace Programs Advisory Board, Nat’l Science Teachers Assoc., 1996-2000.

Member, Board of Directors, Chattanooga Convention and Visitors Bureau, 1997.

Board of Directors, Tennessee Science Teachers Association, 1996-1998.

Co-Coordinator, TN Science Leadership Meeting, March 23, 1998, (TN State Dept. of Education).

Co-Coordinator, TN Steering Committee Meeting: NSTA “Building a Presence” for Science, 

March 22, 1998, (TN State Dept. of Education). 

Co-Coordinator, Mid-South Math & Science Summit, July 8, 1997, (U.S. Dept. of Education).
Regional Coordinator, first annual National Space Day, May 22, 1997.

Informal Education Committee, Nat’l Science Teacher Association, 1995-6.

Service Academy Selection Committee (Senator Bill Frist, TN), 1996.

Southeastern Regional Director, Alliance for Environmental Education, 1994-5.

Board of Directors, GA Environmental Education Alliance, 1993-5.

Member, Governor’s Council for Environmental Education (GA), 1994-5.

Facilitator, Elderhostel International, 1994-5.

Project Coordinator, EPA Grant Review Team, 1993.  

Advisory Board, South Carolina MAPS Program, 1992.


CONFERENCES PRESENTED

Arizona Science Teachers Association, Annual Conf., Mesa, AZ: 2008
Arizona Bioscience Education Pipeline Summit, Chairman, Tempe, AZ: 2008

America-Asia Education Partnership Summit, Phoenix, AZ: 2008

Arizona Science Teachers Association, Annual Conf., Mesa, AZ: 2007

39th Space Congress, Session Chairman, Cape Canaveral, FL: 2002

38th Space Congress, Session Chairmen, Cape Canaveral, FL: 2001

Florida Association of Science Teachers, Annual Conf., Cocoa Beach, FL: 2001

Florida Association of Science Teachers, Annual Conf., Jacksonville, FL: 1999

National Science Teachers Association, Area Conference, Nashville, TN:  1997.  

National Science Teachers Association, Area Conference, Atlanta, GA:  1996.  

Tennessee Science Teachers Association, Annual Conf., Nashville, TN: 1996.
Tenn. Association of Middle Schools, Annual Conference, Gatlinburg, TN 1996
National Science Teachers Association, National Conference, Anaheim, CA: 1994.

Georgia Science Teachers Association, Annual Conference, Savannah, GA:  1994.

Alliance for Environmental Education, National Conference, Wash., D.C.: 1994  

National Science Teachers Association, Area Conference, Orlando, FL:  1993.  

South Carolina Science Teachers, Annual Conference, Columbia, S.C.:  1992.

National Science Teachers Association, Area Conference, Charlotte, N.C.:  1992.


CONFERENCES ATTENDED

Biological Industry Organization (BIO), International Conference, San Diego, CA: 2008
National Science Teachers Association, Area Conference, Denver, CO: 2007

AZ Science Teacher Symposium, BIO5 Institute University of Arizona, Annual Mtg., Tucson, AZ: 2007
National Science Teachers Association, National Conf., Anaheim, CA: 2006.
Florida Association of Science Teachers, Annual Conf., Orlando, FL: 2005
Association of Science and Technology Centers, National Conf., Richmond, VA: 2005
Florida Association of Science Teachers, Annual Conf., Orlando, FL: 2004 

Association of Science and Technology Centers, National Conf., San Jose, CA: 2004
Giant Screen Theater Association, International Conf., Glasgow, Scotland: 2003

International Planetarium Society, International Conf., Wichita. KS: 2002
Association of Science and Technology Centers, National Conf., Phoenix, AZ: 2001
Association of Science and Technology Centers, National Conf., Cleveland OH: 2000

Giant Screen Theater Association, International Conf., Frankfurt, Germany: 2000

International Planetarium Society, International Conf., Montreal, Quebec: 2000
National Science Teachers Association, National Conf., Orlando, FL: 2000.

National Congress on Aviation and Space Education, Orlando, FL:  1998.
National Science Teachers Association, National Conf., Boston, MA: 1999.

Challenger Center for Space Science Education, Directors Conf., Seattle, WA: 1999.

National Science Teachers Association, National Conf., Las Vegas, NV:  1998.

National Congress on Aviation and Space Education, St. Louis, MO:  1998.
Challenger Center for Space Science Education, Directors Conf., Columbus, GA: 1998.
Challenger Center for Space Science Education, Marketing Conf., Paramus, N.J.: 1997.
Challenger Center for Space Science Education, Dir. Conf., Baton Rouge, LA: 1997.
National Science Education Leadership Association, National Conf., New Orleans, LA:  1997.
National Science Teachers Association, National Conf., New Orleans, LA:  1997.
Challenger Center for Space Science Education, Director Conf, Wheeling, W.V.: 1996.
Challenger Center for Space Science Education, Annual Conf., Wash., DC:  1996.
National Science Teachers Association, National Conf., St. Louis, MO:  1996.

Challenger Center for Space Science Education, Annual Conf., Wash., DC:  1995.
Tennessee Science Teachers Association, Annual Conf., Nashville, TN:  1995.

Georgia Science Teachers Association, Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA:  1993.  

Image Processing and GIS, National Conference, Orlando, FL:  1989.  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT


Nat’l Biotechnology Teacher-Leader Program, San Diego, CA, 2008

Bringing Biotechnology to the Classroom Summer Institute, Mesa, AZ, 2007

Planetarium Technology & Familiarization



Evans & Sutherland (Digistar 2 & 3): Salt Lake City, Utah: 1999, 2003



Zeiss: Jena, Wolfsburg, Berlin: Germany: 2002

Minolta: Osaka, Kyoto, Nagoya, Yaizu;  Japan: 2000



Spitz: Chadds Ford, PA: 1998


CERTIFICATIONS


IMAX Theater Management, 2001


Estes Rocketry, Educators Workshop Leader and Facilitator, 1998

Flight Director, Challenger Center for Space Science Education, 1995

National Wildlife Foundation, Nature Quest Facilitator, 1992

Community College Teaching Certificate, Arizona, 1992
