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EDUCATION
Appalachian State University (Boone, NC)
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership 1996
Concentration: Curriculum and Instruction
Alpha Epsilon Lambda, elected 1995
Dissertation: Teacher Classroom Inquiry: Activities, Thinking, Reflective Stances and Collaboration Embedded in the Assessment of Accomplished Teaching by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.

National Louis University Foster McGraw Graduate School (Evanston, IL) 
Master of Education 1989
Concentration: Curriculum and Instruction
Thesis: Creating A Good Writing Environment and Increasing Student Knowledge of Writing Processes: Student Control of, Satisfaction with, and Success in Writing
St. Olaf College (Northfield, MN) Bachelor of Arts in English 1983
Oxford University Junior Year Abroad Phi Beta Kappa, elected 1983

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
November 2021-Present
Arizona State University (Tempe, AZ) Clinical Professor, The Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies

Curriculum Director: RaceB4Race: Sustaining, Building, Innovating (Mellon Foundation Project 2021- present) including Throughlines.org research and development and liaison with the College Research and Evaluation Team (CREST). 

Teaching:
ENG 598 Teaching Shakespeare co-teaching with Ayanna Thompson (S2022 and S2023)
ENG 494/Humanities Lab: Guns, Art-making, and Truth with Daniel B. Roumain (S2024)
LIA 494 Discovery Seminar: Social Media Explorations of Shakespeare (F2022, 2023, 2024) Unpacking US Gun Culture Through the Arts (S2025)

2013- 2021
The University of Houston (Houston, TX)
Assistant Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education
Lecturer, Department of English

Undergraduate, masters, and doctoral courses taught in the Teaching and Teacher Education Program Served as Associate Chair for Teacher Education; elected to department and college committees; appointed to university task forces; served as ELA student teaching supervisor and evaluation trainer.

2008-2013
Arizona State University (Tempe, AZ) Clinical Professor in English Education Director, The Teaching Foundations Project

Undergraduate, masters, and doctoral courses taught in the English Department. Directed the ELA student teaching program as a liaison with the College of Education. As Director of the Teaching Foundations Project, led one part of the $33.4 million federal grant PDS-Next, a cross-institutional and cross-disciplinary project focused on preparing future elementary teachers in key content areas. The project spanned K-12 school districts, community colleges, and the three major universities of Arizona and was awarded the President’s Medal for Social Embeddedness.


1997-2008
Warren Wilson College (Asheville, NC) Professor and Chair, Education Department

Led teacher education programs through mandated state (NCDPI) and national (NCATE/CAEP) accreditation cycles. Co-PI for PT3 Collaborative Federal Technology Funding (The Appalachian Rural Teacher Technology Alliance). Two-time fellow to the Salzburg Seminar through the Mellon Foundation. Fulbright Senior Scholar (sabbatical year). Senior Consultant for the Southeast Center for Teaching Quality (Carrboro, NC) research on the impact of high stakes testing. Member and then Chair, Board of Directors, of the Mountain Area Child and Family Center. Now the Verner Center, this community partnership serves children birth-5 through a blended program of Early Head Start and private funding.

Grants Awarded:
Building a Public-Facing Toolkit for Responsive and Responsible Activism about Gun Violence: An IHR-Herberger Collaboration with Daniel Roumain seed grant $12,000. (2023-2024).
Being Human Festival, Funded by the National Center for Humanities $5,000 (January 10, 2024 -April 30, 2024) with Daniel Roumain. Guns, Art-making and Truth Project. 
Shakespeare and Social Justice (newly renamed Shakespeare in American Classrooms) $2 million/5-year project funded by the Funded by US Department of Education (DOEd) Arts and Education Fund S351A210080 Role: Co-Director for Curriculum Development (2021-2026).

PDS NEXT Co-author and co-PI for a $33.4M Federal Teacher Quality Initiative Grant, Funded by US Department of Education (DOEd) including The Teaching Foundations Project, a statewide initiative for improving new teacher content knowledge. Awarded the Arizona State University President’s Medal for Social Embeddedness. (2009-2014).

Fellowships:

· 2016-2023 Fulbright Senior Specialist Roster: October 2019 Specialist Appointment to the University of Jordan to advise on their Teacher Education Program’s pursuit of CAEP accreditation
· 2015-2017 Clinical Practice Fellow, The Association of Teacher Educators
· 2016 Senior Fellow, Global Education Policy Fellowship Program in India, The Institute for Educational Leadership
· 2008 Fellow, Mellon Fellows Community Initiative of the Salzburg Global Seminar. Issues in Teacher Preparation, a collaborative project for Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Appalachian College Association Schools, Schloss Leopoldskron,   Austria
· 2004-2005 US Fulbright Senior Scholar in American Studies to Norway: Videregående  Scholar
· 2001 Fellow, Salzburg Seminar #394, Community Leadership and Policy Change, Schloss Leopoldskron, Austria
PUBLICATIONS
Books Authored

Turchi, L.B. (2023). Teaching with Interactive Shakespeare Editions. Cambridge University Press Elements Series: Shakespeare and Pedagogy. https://www.cambridge.org/core/elements/abs/teaching-with-interactive-shakespeare-editions/D769026F702E7A72C64A66E14C4F0B19

Thompson, A. & Turchi, L.B. (2016). Teaching Shakespeare with Purpose: A Student-Centered Approach. London and New York: Bloomsbury Publishing/ The Arden Shakespeare.

Books Edited
Turchi, L.B., Ed. (2025). Design and Discomfort: Teaching Shakespeare and Race. RaceB4Race-Inspired Practical Ideas for Teaching Shakespeare’s Works. Tempe, AZ: ACMRS press
Recently named co-editor for the Engaging Shakespeare series of the Arden Shakespeare imprint at Bloomsbury Publishing (currently recruiting author proposals).

Craig, C., Turchi, L.B., & McDonald, D., Eds. (2020). Cross-disciplinary, Cross-institutional Collaboration in Teacher Education: Cases of Learning while Leading. Palgrave McMillan Studies on Leadership and Learning in Teacher Education series


Refereed Journal Articles
Turchi, L.B., Bondar, N.A., & Aguilar, L. (2020). “What Really Changed? Environments, Instruction, and 21st Century Learning Tools in Emergency Online English Language Arts Teaching in US Schools During the First Pandemic Response.” Frontiers in Education: Teacher Education. https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2020.583963

Turchi, L.B. (2020). “Shakespeare e-Books Engage Students and Support Ambitious Teaching.” Research in Drama Education Themed Issue: Teaching Shakespeare: Digital Processes. https://doi.org/10.1080/13569783.2019.1687290
Turchi, L.B. (2020). “Digital Tools for Teaching Shakespeare: Making Sense of Queen Mab.” The English Journal 109 (6) 112-115.

Turchi, L.B. (2019). “Live Theater Matters: The Guthrie Theater and #MeToo.” The English Journal 108 (6) 103-105.

Turchi, L.B. & Christensen, A.C. (2019). “Owning Shakespeare Through Translation.” The English Journal 108 (5) 101-103.

Turchi, L.B. & Christensen, A.C. (2018). When the “House” (of Montague) is a Color not a Clan: Teaching Romeo and Juliet Productions Where Difference Signals Inevitable Conflict.” The English Journal 108 (2) 111-114.

Turchi, L. B. (2018). “The Shakespeare Classroom as an Activity-based Social System.” Ubiquity: The Journal of Literature, Literacy, and the Arts, Praxis Strand, 5 (1) 89-113. http://ed- ubiquity.gsu.edu/wordpress/turchi-5-1/ ISSN: 2379-3007
Turchi, L.B. & Christensen, A.C. (2018). “Teaching Titus Andronicus in Houston.” The English Journal 108
(1) 95-97.
Non-Refereed Journal Articles

Turchi, L.B. & Thompson, A. (2013). “Shakespeare and the Common Core: An Opportunity to Reboot.” Phi Delta Kappan, 95 (1), 32-37.

Invited and Refereed Book Chapters 

Turchi, L.B. (2024). “Teaching Shakespeare and Race in Primary and Secondary Classrooms.” In P. Akhimie (Ed.) The Oxford Handbook on Shakespeare and Race, Oxford University Press. 

Turchi, L.B. (2023). “Shakespeare Pedagogy and Anti-racist Curriculum Initiatives for US Schools.” In J. Stevens and P. Bickley, (Eds.). Shakespeare, Education, and Pedagogy: Representation, Interactions, and Appropriations, Routledge Press. 

Christensen, A. & Turchi, L.B. (2023). “Re-editing the Renaissance for an Anti-racist Classroom.” In A. Wainwright & M. Chapman (Eds.). Race in the European Renaissance: A classroom guide. ACMRS Press.
Turchi, L.B. (2021). “‘To Be of Use’: A Meditation on Gender, Age, and Tenure.” In Lyle, E. (Ed.). Sister scholars: Untangling issues of identity as women in academe. DIO Press.
Cooper, J., Turchi, L.B., & Kuczynski, M. (2020). “Discovering Stories Data Might Be Telling: Collaborative Research as Leadership, and Lessons Learned in Promoting a Culture of Evidence.” In Craig, C., Turchi, L.B., & McDonald, D. (Eds.). Cross-disciplinary, cross-institutional collaboration in teacher education: Cases of learning while leading. Palgrave McMillan Studies on Leadership and Learning in Teacher Education.
Thompson, A. & Turchi, L. B. (2020). “A Social Justice Framework for Active Approaches to Shakespeare: Making Bodies Matter in the Classroom.” In D. Ruiter (Ed.). The Arden Research Handbook of Shakespeare and Social Justice. Bloomsbury Press.

Turchi, L. & Bondar, N. (2020). “‘Substituting’ Becomes a New Way of Knowing: Creating a Different Third Space in a Self-study of English Language Arts Teacher Education.” In Edge, C., Cameron- Standerford, A. & Bergh, B. (Eds.). Textiles and Tapestries: Self-study for Envisioning New Ways of Knowing. EdTech Books. https://edtechbooks.org/textiles_tapestries_self_study

Turchi, L.B. & Schmidt, P.S. (2019). “Arts-Based Pedagogy: Exploring Shakespeare Study in the Classroom. In K. Macro & M. Zoss (Eds.). A Symphony of Possibilities: A Handbook for Arts Integration in Secondary English Language Arts. 79-97. Champaign-Urbana: NCTE Press.
Turchi, L. (2018) “Second Language Immersion: Self-study to Interrogate and Articulate Principles of Embodied Learning.” In D. Garbett & A. Ovens (Eds.). Proceedings of Castle 12: Pushing boundaries and crossing borders: Self-study as a means for knowing pedagogy. 505-51. Herstmonceux, UK: S-STEP ISBN: 978-0-473-35893-8.
Turchi, L.B. & Nance, K.S. (2018). “Supporting New English Language Arts Teachers as Nascent Professionals: Examining How They Design Instruction Intended to Enable Secondary Students to Succeed with the Curriculum and Required Assessments.” In D. McDonald & C. Craig (Eds.). Facing Challenges and Complexities in Retention of Novice Teachers. 203-220. Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing.
Thompson, A. & Turchi, L. (2017) “Shakespeare, Social Justice, and Pedagogy: Making Bodies Matter in the Classroom. In V. Traub (Ed.). The Oxford Handbook for Shakespeare and Embodiment. 724-737. Oxford University Press.
Turchi, L., Hinde, E., Dorn, R., & Ekiss, G. (2016). “Six Credit Hours for Arizona, the United States, and the World: A Case study of Teacher Content-knowledge Preparation and the Creation of Social Studies Courses.” In A. Cuenca & A. Crowe (Eds.). Rethinking Social Studies Teacher Education for Twenty- first Century Citizenship. 143-166. Springer International Publishing.

Webinars and Online Media Projects

Turchi, L. B.; Black, J.; Ladd, J. Shakespeare Unlimited. Artificial Intelligence Goes to English Class with Jennifer Black, John Ladd, and Laura Turchi. 2023. 
https://www.folger.edu/podcasts/shakespeare-unlimited/artificial-intelligence/

Teaching and Digital Tools: An Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies Roundtable. August 18, 2020. Interactive Digital Shakespeare Editions: Changing Learners from Puzzled to Puzzling https://youtu.be/OqLkJ-iG8W4

Teaching Anti-Racism through Shakespeare. A Shakespeare Teachers’ Conversation from the English Association (UK). https://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/english-association/conferences-events/other- events-and-conferences
Teaching Gen-Z. For Teaching Shakespeare Now: professional development workshops. The Public Theater of New York Shakespeare Initiative. August 17, 2020

Turchi, L.B. (April, 2020) NCTEverse Poet Profiles: https://ncte.org/blog/2020/03/2020-ncte-verse/ (member paywall): R. Dwayne Betts; A. Van Jordan; Ellen Bryant Voigt; Stephen Dobyns

Christensen, A., & Turchi, L.B. “Why Shakespeare matters in Houston” guest blog for GreyMatters. The Houston Chronicle 4/19/2017.

Book reviews

Turchi, L. B. (2022) With Great Power Comes Great Pedagogy. Edited by Kirtley, Garcia, and Carlson Teachers College Record, Date Published: May 10, 2022. https://www.tcrecord.org ID Number: 24060.

Turchi, L.B. (2021) In Search of Wonderful Ideas: Critical Exploration in Teacher Education. Delaney & Mayer, eds. Teachers College Record, Date Published: October 25, 2021. https://www.tcrecord.org ID Number: 23878.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
Invited Presentations


Turchi, L.B. and Semler, L. (2021). World Shakespeare Conference (online). Short Circuits: New Digital Pedagogies http://139.196.28.181:9090/wsc2021/Seminars.html.
Turchi, L.B. (2019). Learning to Teach English Language Arts: The Mandates for Literacy, the Desire for Cultural Responsiveness, and the Place of Shakespeare. The Keefe Colloquium in the Public Humanities: Teaching Shakespeare and Race. March 26-28, 2019. Lafayette College, Easton, PA.

Turchi, L. B. (2019). Keynote. Personalized Shakespeare: Teaching Matters Where the Most Established Curriculum and Disruptive Technologies are Both at Play. Shakespeare FuturED: An International Conference Exploring the Nexus of Shakespeare Studies and Education. February1-3, 2019. The University of Sydney, Australia. Shakespearereloaded.edu.au

Turchi, L. B. (2019). Supporting Collaborative Efforts to Rejuvenate Higher Education Courses: Design- Based Research as a Process for Thoughtful Transformation. Address and Workshop for The Learning Futures Program, February 6, 2019. Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia.

Turchi, L.B. (2018). Classroom-based Theater Practices in the Shakespeare Classroom. Humanities Texas Shakespeare Workshops for Secondary ELA teachers. December 8, 2019. Lufkin, TX.

Turchi, L. B. (2018). What We (Don’t) Talk about When We Talk About Shakespeare Plays: Secondary ELA and Identity Exploration. Texas A&M English Department Early Modern Faculty and Student Spring Convening. April 14, 2018. College Station, TX.

Refereed Conference Presentations

Turchi, L. B. Romeo and Juliet and the Limits of La Frontera. ANZSA Australia New Zealand Shakespeare Association, 2023. 
https://conference.anzsa.org/abstracts-and-biographies/
Turchi, L.B. (2019). Teaching Shakespeare in 21st Century High School Classrooms: Reconciling ‘Personalized Learning’ with Collaborative Meaning-making. Seminar: Virtual Shakespeare. Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. (April 17-29, 2019). Washington, DC.

Turchi, L.B. (2018). Sharing Student Stories Through the Arts: Representing Abstractions in Clay. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference. November 15-19, 2018. Houston, TX.
Turchi, L., Lee, M.M., Black, M.P., & Yan, Y. (2018). Initiating Future Teachers in Reflective Practice and Other Professional Attitudes through Design-based Research: Implementations and Lessons Learned in Year One. American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting. April 12-16, 2018. New York City, NY.

Kuczynski, M. & Turchi, L. (2018). Assessing Classroom Performances of Student Teachers: Data Issues. American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting. April 12-16, 2018. New York City, NY.

McDonald, D.M. … Turchi, L.B. (2018). Challenges in Effective Mentoring and Retention of Novice Teachers. American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting. April 12-16, 2018. New York City, NY.
Turchi, L. B. (2017). Do It Yourself (With Others): New Collaborative Options for Required Shakespeare. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference. November 16-20, 2017. St. Louis, MO.

Turchi, L.B. (2017). Movie Trailers as “Productive Constraints” for Creative Interpretations of Shakespeare Plays. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference. November 16-20, 2017. St. Louis, MO.

Turchi, L., Cooper, J., Kuczynski, M., Black, M., & Thompson, A. (2017). Assessing Classroom Performances of Student Teachers: Articulating Teaching Quality to Strengthen an Educator Preparation Program. The 43rd Annual Conference of the Association for Teacher Education in Europe. October 20-25, 2017. Dubrovnik, Croatia.

Turchi, L., Kuczynski, M., Cooper, J., Thompson, A., & Black, M. (2017) Assessing Classroom Performances of Student Teachers: Articulating Teaching Quality to Strengthen an Educator Preparation Program. Symposium at the Annual Convention of the Association of Teacher Educators. February 16-20, 2017. Orlando, FL.
Turchi, L. (2016). Who Should Play? Casting Drama (Especially Shakespeare) in the Classroom and Paying Attention to Intersections of Art and Identity. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference. November 17-21, 2016. Atlanta, GA.

Turchi, L. & Zehavi, E. (2014). Shakespeare and Social Justice: Making Bodies Matter in the Classroom. Annual Conference of JOLLE, The Journal of Language and Literacy Education. February 1-3, 2014. Athens, GA.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES

IHE Faculty Professional Development

Co-created and led a workshop with Lisa Barksdale-Shaw (Arizona State University): Testing Throughlines for the Shakespeare Association of American annual conference. March 2025. Boston, MA.


Co-created and led a workshop with Jennifer Black (Boise State University): General Education Shakespeare (the role of Shakespeare in the English curriculum, in the humanities, for non-majors, etc.) for the Shakespeare Association of American annual conference. April 2022. Jacksonville, FL.
Created and led a workshop for faculty at Regis University, Denver, CO: Design-based Research for Curriculum Improvement October 2021.
Co-created and led a workshop with Ann Christensen (University of Houston, TX): Connecting Faculty, Schools, and Communities through Shakespeare for the Shakespeare Association of America annual conference. March 2018.  Los Angeles, CA.
Secondary School Teacher Professional Development 
Shakespeare Center of Los Angeles, Shakespeare and Social Justice Project, Teacher Inquiry Group "Test Kitchen" for new curriculum, monthly online meetings 2022-current.
ANZSA Australia New Zealand Shakespeare Association, Teaching Romeo and Juliet for Social Justice. December 2023. 
Shakespeare Center of Los Angeles, Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet: The new curriculum created by the Shakespeare and Social Justice Project. July 2023.
ASU Prep Digital Teacher Professional Development, Teaching Shakespeare “Bootcamp” for Public School Teachers, online. July 2022.
Shakespeare Center of Los Angeles, Shakespeare Sonnets and Social Justice, Three-day workshop for secondary school teachers. July 2022.
Humanities Texas Workshops for Secondary ELA teachers, Active (Embodied) Shakespeare. June 2020.
Teaching Shakespeare: An Institute for Texas Teachers sponsored by Humanities Texas and Rice University. June 2019. Digital Tools in the Shakespeare Classroom; 2. Teaching with Companion Texts; Writing and Assessment. June 2019.

Humanities Texas Shakespeare Workshops for Secondary ELA teachers Writing in the Shakespeare classroom. April 2019. 
Academic Journals reviews

The English Journal Volumes 108 and 109
Co-editor, “Teaching Shakespeare” column with Dr. Ann Christensen
Action in Teacher Education
Journal of the Association of Teacher Educators Manuscript reviewer, 2016-present

The Journal of Teacher Education
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education Manuscript reviewer, 2015-present

The Shakespeare Bulletin
Manuscript reviewer 2025

Teaching and Teacher Education
An International Journal of Research and Studies Manuscript reviewer, 2016-present

Academic Presses
National Council of Teachers of English Press Book proposal reviewer 2019-present
Routledge Publishing
Book proposal reviewer 2017-present
Bloomsbury Publishing/The Arden Shakespeare Book proposal reviewer 2016-present

Professional Associations

2018 - Present 
Shakespeare Association of America

2024 – Present
Renaissance Society of America

1986 - Present
National Council of Teachers of English
Achievement Awards in Writing for high school students reviewer2015-present
Young Authors of Arizona Affiliate of the Scholastic National Art and Writing Awards (Founding Member) 2011-2014
American Education Research Association (1992- 2023)
Proposal Reviewer 2009-2018 for Division K, Arts & Literature Inquiry SIG and Teacher as Researcher
SIG; and Division C, Humanities, Social Sciences, and Fine Arts SIG
Council for the Accreditations of Educator Preparers (CAEP) NCTE/CAEP SPA Review Panelist 2015, 2016, 2017
Team Lead Reviewer 2017, 2018 Assessment Peer Review Panelist 2015-16
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