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Education
Arizona State University
Tempe, AZ
BA in Sustainability (2015)
BA in Art History (2023) 

Skills
Microsoft Office Suite
Google Suite
Canva
WordPress
MAXQDA + NVIVO
Languages 
Spanish (Native)
English (100% Fluent)
French (Conversational)
Memberships 
American Association for the Advancement of Science
National Sustainability Society

 In the Media 
Heat Ready Schools program aims to keep kids safe on campus – ABC15.
HeatReady Schools en Conexión con el Tiempo – Weather Channel en Español.
Saving lives from an invisible killer – ASU News 
Día de los Muertos with STEAMbrando Futuros in Mesa, AZ – NISE Network
	Research Experience
Phoenix HeatSuite — Decoding the Individual Heat Experience — Phoenix Metro, AZ | Summer 2024
· Conducted bilingual (EN/ES) participant interviews and tech support to capture personal heat exposure, adaptive responses, and non-life-threatening health outcomes.
· Provided translation support for research tools, IRB documentation, and participant interviews.

Recess and Heat in AZ Schools — Phoenix Metro, AZ | Summer 2024
· Conducted heat measurements and SOPLAY observations (System for Observing Play and Leisure Activity in Youth) to better understand student behavior around heat exposure and play. 

HeatReady Neighborhoods — Community Action Planning — Mesa, AZ | Fall 2022
· Conducted interviews and focus groups with community stakeholders to establish a rubric to facilitate heat emergency planning at the neighborhood level.
· Analyzed and processed data gathered to inform rubric components.

Individually Experienced Temperatures (IET) Study — Phoenix Metro, AZ | 2014–2015
· Recruited bilingual participants; administered surveys/interviews; coded/analyzed drivers of IET and extreme-heat risk.
· Presented results at CAP LTER All Scientists Meeting (2015); supported dataset preparation later archived by CAP LTER.

Social & Environmental Components of an Urban Shade Tree Program — Tempe, AZ | Spring 2015
· Conducted interviews/participant observation and GIS/qualitative analyses on a community shade-tree initiative.
· Integrated findings to assess program sustainability and resident engagement.

Ecosystem Services in Residential Land Management (Multi-site LTER) — Tempe, AZ | Summer–Fall 2013
· Transcribed/reviewed interviews; analyzed cross-site data on resident priorities for yard management and ecosystem services.
· Created data visuals and presented a poster at CAP LTER All Scientists Meeting (2013).

Professional Experience
April 2025 – November 2025
Project Management Assistant | City of Phoenix, Office of Heat Response and Mitigation | Phoenix, AZ
Supported federally funded urban forestry grants logistics and led bilingual outreach across the City.
Collaborated with other City departments, neighborhood associations, and residents to plan and execute large-scale tree planting events.

	February 2022 – April 2025
Project Coordinator, HeatReady Initiatives | Global Futures Laboratory, Arizona State University | Tempe, AZ
Designed and delivered heat-readiness education (K–12 curricula for students/staff) through HeatReady Schools and co-created the Resilience Hubs Foundations professional course (ASU Career Catalyst).
Led heat-readiness assessments for 30+ schools/community centers; supported implementation (policy updates, shade/site changes, community engagement, staff training).
Convened cross-sector partners (Academic institutions, community-based organizations, public agencies, nonprofits, private sector, etc.) to co-create the Southside Mesa Neighborhoods Resilience Hubs Framework, the HeatReady Neighborhoods Planning Rubric and related strategies.

December 2022 – April 2025
Project Coordinator | CIISL @ Arizona State University | Tempe, AZ
Built partnerships among community members, local businesses/schools, and CIISL; coordinated NASA-supported Engaging Hispanic Communities work.
Hosted community events and facilitated hands-on STEM/art activities with the Mesa Arts Center and RAIL CDC.
Served as principal EN/ES translator and facilitator for outreach and co-creation meetings, ensuring clear, accessible communication.

November 2021 – February 2022
Museum Interpreter | Heritage Square Foundation | Phoenix, AZ 
Researched the cultures, peoples and artifacts associated with the Square and other historic locations in Phoenix and used this information to develop engaging educational tours and programs for all ages.
Interacted with guests to provide customer service in the museum and Square as needed. Interactions included but were not limited to guiding tours, translating for bilingual groups, providing context and interpretation for historic artifacts, events and peoples, selling tickets and merchandise, and providing information about cultural institutions in Phoenix.

Publications 
Guardaro, M., Gastelum, A., Winkle, R., Munoz Encinas, M., Vanos, J., Bassett, S., & Hondula, D. (2024). HeatReady Neighborhoods: A Planning Rubric for Extreme Heat. Journal of the American Planning Association, 91(2), 177–191. https://doi.org/10.1080/01944363.2024.2396923

Guardaro, M.., Winkle, R., Gastelum, A., Munoz Encinas, M., Bassett, S., & Hondula, D. (2024). Mesa Southside Neighborhoods’ Resilience Hubs Action Framework. RAIL CDC  https://shorturl.at/Gn1hR

Hondula, D. M., Kuras, E. R., Betzel, S., Drake, L., Eneboe, J., Kaml, M., Munoz Encinas, M., Sevig, M., Singh, M., Ruddell, B. L., & Harlan, S. L. (2021). Novel metrics for relating personal heat exposure to social risk factors and outdoor ambient temperature. Environment International, 146, 106271. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envint.2020.106271 

Kuras, E., M. Munoz, S. Betzel, C. Dastan, J. Eneboe, M. Kaml, L. Rohan-Kohl, M. Sevig, M. Singh, and D. Hondula. Individually experienced temperatures: a heat exposure study in five greater Phoenix, AZ area neighborhoods (2014) ver 2. Environmental Data Initiative. https://doi.org/10.6073/pasta/cba2173a40671a8a350c772f3da3214f

Presentations and Posters
Guardaro, M., Munoz Encinas, M., “HeatReady Neighborhoods and Storytelling.” (2025) Global School on Heat Adaptation, Montreal, QC, Canada.

Guzmán-Echavarría, G.,  Ravanelli, N., Middel, A., Rosales Chavez, J.B.,  Meltzer, C.,  Rentz, K., Munoz, M., Guardaro, M., Pinilla-Roncancio, M., Guzmán-Echavarría, E., Vanos, J. (2025) Decoding The Individual Heat Experience: Assessing Personal Heat Exposure, Adaptive Responses, and Non-Life Threatening Health Outcomes NSF NCAR Research Symposium: Human and Geographic Dimensions of Extreme Heat and Heat Risk, Boulder, US.

Poulos, A., Wilson, K., Vanos, J., Munoz Encinas, M. (2025). “Schoolyard shade changes
children's physical activity during recess: A HeatReady™ Schools example”. Active Living Conference, Manhattan, KS.
Wilson, K., Poulos, A., Vanos, J., Munoz Encinas, M. (2025). “Navigating school-based
physical activity in the heat: How the HeatReady™ Schools Initiative can help.” Active
Living Conference, Manhattan, KS.

Munoz Encinas, M., Vanos, J., Guardaro, M. (2024). “HeatReady Schools: Addressing Extreme Heat Challenges.” Natural Hazards Workshop, Broomfield, CO.

Bassett, S., Gastelum, A., Munoz Encinas, M., Calil, J. (2024), “The Power of Narratives: The Value in Building Empathy, Connection, and Resilience,” National Adaptation Forum, St. Paul, MN.

Munoz Encinas, M., Vanos, J., Guardaro, M. (2024). “HeatReady Schools: Addressing Extreme Heat Challenges.” CAP LTER All Scientists Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ.

Munoz Encinas, M., Kuras, E., Hondula, M., “IETs and Sense of Place: An Exploration of the Social Construct and its Relationship to Personal Heat Exposure” (2015). CAP LTER All Scientists Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ.

Munoz Encinas, M., Larson, K., Samples, S. (2014), “Ecosystem Services in Residential Land Management: Expressed Priorities, Dimensions and Regional Comparisons.” CAP LTER All Scientists Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ.

Larson, K., Munoz Encinas, M., Samples, S., “Homogeneity & Heterogeneity in Ecosystem Service Preferences in Residential Landscapes of Diverse US Regions.”  CAP LTER All Scientists Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ.




