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	EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
	

	Ed.D. in Educational Leadership
Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona
Dissertation Title: Effects of a Book Study on Culturally Responsive Teaching,  Cultural Care, and Empathy: Empowering Educators to Empower Students.
Committee: Eugene Judson, Ed.D., Lydia Ross, Ph.D., Christina Van, Ph.D.
	2021-2024
GPA: 4.0

	Pre-doctoral work in Psychology, Cognition and Neural Systems
Completed 12 additional units of classes and dissertation work at University of Arizona under the mentorship of Mary-Frances O’Connor, Ph.D.; after my advisor, Richard R. Bootzin, Ph.D., passed away.
	2014-2015
GPA: 4.0

	M.A. in Psychology 
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona
Thesis Title: Correct action affordance among unattended objects reduces their competition for representation in VO1, an fMRI study
Committee: Paige Scalf, Ph.D., Mary A. Peterson, Ph.D.
	Spring 2014
GPA: 4.0


	B.S. in Psychology
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, Magna Cum Laude
Honors Thesis Title: The Role of Spatial Awareness in Memory Updating
Advisor: Rebecca Gómez, Ph.D.
	Spring 2012
GPA: 3.7 

	Minor in Spanish
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona
Study abroad, Tecnológico de Monterrey, Querétaro, Qro., Mexico
	Spring 2012
GPA: 4.0

	EXPERIENCE RECORD: TEACHING AND RELATED WORK
	

	Arizona State University (ASU), Tempe, AZ
	2025-Present

	Instructor of Record, Spring: Capstone in General Psychology MA Program
	2025

	Estrella Mountain Community College (EMCC), Avondale, AZ
	

	Behavioral Sciences Division Residential Faculty, Supervisor: William Farrar, Ph.D.
	2019-Present

	Instructor of Record, Spring: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face and online), Introduction to Psychology (online)
	2025

	Instructor of Record, Fall: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face and online), Introduction to Psychology (online); Summer: Introduction to Psychology (online); Spring: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face and online), Introduction to Psychology (online)
	2024


	Instructor of Record, Fall: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face and online); Spring: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face and online)
	2023

	Instructor of Record, Fall: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face and online); Summer: Developmental Psychology (online); Spring: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (multiple sections online)
	2022


	Instructor of Record, Fall: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (online); Summer: Developmental Psychology (online); Spring: Statistics for Psychology (online), Biopsychology (online), Introduction to Psychology (online)
	2021


	Instructor of Record, Fall: Statistics for Psychology (online), Biopsychology (online), Introduction to Psychology (online); Summer: Developmental Psychology (online); Spring:  Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (online & face-to-face)
	2020


	Instructor of Record, Fall: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (online & face-to-face); Summer: Introduction to Psychology (online); Spring: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (online & face-to-face)
	2019


	Behavioral Sciences Division Faculty, Supervisor: Pablo Landeros, Ph.D.
	2015-2018

	Instructor of Record, Fall: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (online & face-to-face); Summer: Introduction to Psychology (online); Spring: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (online & face-to-face)
	2018

	Instructor of Record, Fall: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (face-to-face), Research Methods (face-to-face); Summer: Developmental Psychology (online); Spring: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (online & face-to-face), Research Methods (face-to-face)
	2017 

	Instructor of Record, Fall:  Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (face-to-face), Developmental Psychology (face-to-face), Abnormal Psychology (face-to-face); Spring: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Developmental Psychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (face-to-face); Fall: Statistics for Psychology (face-to-face), Biopsychology (face-to-face), Introduction to Psychology (face-to-face)
	2015-2016


	Higher Learning Commission, Chicago, Illinois 
	

	Independent Contractor: Analyzed data, attended professional conferences and meetings, presented research findings to stakeholders, wrote a white paper with results of research. Supervisor: Stephanie Brzuzy, Ph.D.
	2018-2019


	University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ
	

	Instructor of Record, Sleep and Sleep Disorders
Supervisors: Richard R. Bootzin, Ph.D., Beth Owens
	2014-2015

	Instructor of Record, Introduction to Psychology
Supervisor: Beth Owens
	2013-2015

	Teaching Assistant & Lecturer, Biopsychology, Health Psychology, Introduction to Psychology (Online and Face-to-Face courses)
Supervisors: Paige E. Scalf, Ph.D., Richard R. Bootzin, Ph.D., Rebecca Gómez, Ph.D., Mary-Frances O'Connor, Ph.D. 
	2012-2014

	Polysomnography technician, Sleep Research Laboratory
Supervisor: Richard R. Bootzin, Ph.D.
	2012-2015

	Research Assistant
Supervisors: Paige E. Scalf, Ph.D., Richard R. Bootzin, Ph.D.
	2012-2015

	Brown University and Bradly Hospital, Providence, RI
	

	William C. Dement Sleep Research Fellow 
Supervisor: Mary A Carskadon, Ph.D.
	2012

	PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Grants & Assessments

	Strategic Initiative Project Coordinator for Behavioral Sciences: This project addresses the College President's Wildly Important Goals. I lead our division’s efforts to improve student persistence and retention. I have guided our division in implementing culturally responsive assignments designed to increase students' sense of belonging and inclusion. At the semester's end, we will assess how these assignments have impacted students' feelings of connection with both their peers and instructors.
	2024

	Culturally relevant and inclusiveness evaluation: I give an optional, anonymous survey to students asking various questions about my teaching and pedagogy. Questions also inquire about my ability as an instructor to be inclusive and to teach to different cultures/backgrounds with relevant examples. The results have been a 4.7 or higher on a 5-point scale. 
	2017-present

	MCLI Researcher: Following research work for a Title V Grant, my collaborators and   I received a grant from Maricopa Center for Learning and Innovation to continue our work from previous years. We surveyed students and faculty about high impact practices at EMCC and developed informational videos for students based on findings from our word. 
	2022-2023

	Title V Researcher: As part of the Title V award received in 2018, I collaborated with   Dr. Elizabeth Cantú and Dr. Linda Manning to address equity gaps that negatively affect underrepresented students at EMCC. Our research sought to better understand potential sources contributing to equity gaps and recommending activities and programs to address our findings. 
	2020-2022

	Learning Inquiry Grant: At EMCC, Dr. Van Puymbroeck, Dr. Tsoudis and Dr. Hernandez and I worked on a grant to research “Who stays, who doesn’t and why: A survival analysis of BSCS students in non-prerequisite required courses.” This research helped us determine factors leading to students’ persistence in a semester-long course, despite challenges that arose. One thing we found in the study was that food insecurity, above other factors we studied, predicted student completion.
	2017-2018

	Student Assessment Committee (SAC): formally the Student Academic Achievement Committee: I participated in the General Education Assessments which have now become Course Learning Outcomes, Program Learning Outcomes, and Institutional Learning Outcomes, and I am currently a committee member of SAC. 
	2017-2022

	Comprehensive Assessment Tracking System (CATS): I have supported and been an author on many CATS exploring learning outcomes. Selected examples:
Kahooting your way to better grades! Active/competitive review sessions assist student learning
Learning Inquiry Grant: Who stays, who doesn’t and why?: A survival analysis of BSCS students in non-prerequisite required courses. Co-authors: Dr. Norma Jimenez Hernandez, Dr. Olga Tsoudis, and Dr. Christina Van Puymbroeck
Research Methods in Psychology – using two courses to observe active learning vs. passive learning
	2016-Present

	PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Events, Classes, & Meetings

	Estrella Mountain Community College 

	All Faculty and All Employee Bi-Annual Meetings Attendee
	2015-Present

	Day of Learning Attendee
	2015-Present

	Doctoral work in Educational Leadership, Ed.D.
	2021-2024

	Faculty Senate Meetings Attendee
	2017-2023

	Directed Field Study and Shadowing of Versha Anderson, Ph.D.
	2022

	Effective Course Design Class, Center for Teaching and Learning at EMCC
	2020

	Bi-Weekly EMCC Campus Check-in COVID 19 meetings attendee
	2020-2021

	21st Leadership Council Retreat 
	2020-2021

	Completed New Faculty Class for recently hired Residential Faculty 
	2019

	Higher Learning Commission Student Success Project Participant 
	2017-2018

	Teaching and Learning with Technology Conference: Shifting Roles in Higher Education, located at Mesa Community College 
	2017

	Engage Estrella Success Navigator Collaboration 
	2017

	Completed EDU 250, Teaching & Learning in the Community College
	2016

	Completed PSY 596T, Teaching in Psychology, at University of Arizona
	2013

	PUBLICATIONS 
	

	Articles 
	

	Wager, E. (2024). Effects of a Book Study on Culturally Responsive Teaching, Cultural Care, and Empathy: Empowering Educators to Empower Students. Arizona State University.

	Wager, E., Brzuzy, S. (2019). Testing Student Success Data; Findings and Recommendations. Higher Learning Commission, with support from Lumina Foundation.

	Cacciamani, L., Wager, E., Peterson, M. A., & Scalf, P. E. (2017). Age-related changes in perirhinal cortex sensitivity to configuration and part familiarity and connectivity to visual cortex. Frontiers in aging neuroscience, 9, 291.

	Scalf, P., Koushik, S. S., Hafezi, A., Wager, E., & Folstein, J. (2015). Perceptual Training and Competition for Representation in Visual Cortex. Journal of vision, 15(12), 1128-1128.

	Wager, E., Peterson, M. A., Folstein, J. R., & Scalf, P. E. (2015). Ground-based inhibition:  suppressive perceptual mechanisms interact with top-down attention to reduce distractor interference. Journal of vision, 15(8), 9-9.

	Hines, C. (2020). EMCC Professors Aim for Social Change with Lessons on Racism. The Maricopan Newsletter. I am featured in this article.

	Book/Chapter Contributions 

	Hensel, N. (Ed.). (2018). Course-based undergraduate research: Educational equity and high-impact practice. Stylus Publishing. I contributed and interviewed for this book. I am referenced in: Chapter Six, Research: Course-Based Research and in Chapter 10: Inclusive Pedagogy.

	Presentations 

	Wager, E. (2024). CREATE education: A framework to increase student belonging [Webinar]. Arizona Hispanic Serving Institution Consortium.

	Cantú, L., Manning, L., & Wager, E. (2023). Learning from our students to better serve them. AZ HSI Institute. Avondale; Estrella Mountain Community College.

	Cantú, L., Manning, L., & Wager, E. (2022). Exploring the student experience. Student Success Virtual Conference, Maricopa Community Colleges.

	Cantú, L., Manning, L., & Wager, E. (2022). Exploring the student experience. Presentation on Title V and MCLI Research Study. Avondale; Estrella Mountain Community College.

	Cantú, L., Manning, L., & Wager, E. (2021). Mobilize data to action: Assessing EMCC Equity Gaps, Student Success Virtual Conference, Maricopa Community Colleges.

	Cantú, L., Manning, L., & Wager, E. (2021). Mobilize data to action: Assessing EMCC Equity Gaps. Presentation on Title V Research. Avondale; Estrella Mountain Community College.

	Wager, E. (2020). Sleep – What You Need to Know. Your Brain on College Presentation. Chandler Gilbert Community College, Chandler, AZ. 

	Wager, E., Brzuzy, S. (2019). Testing Student Success Data; Findings and Recommendations. Higher Learning Commission Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL

	Wager, E., Jimenez-Hernandez, N., Tsoudis, O., Van Puymbroeck, C. (2017). Who stays, who doesn’t and why?: A survival analysis of BSCS students in non-prerequisite required courses. Higher Learning Commission’s Student Success Project Meeting, Rosemont, IL

	Wager, E., Youngstedt, S., Parthasarathy S., Jean-Louis, G., Irwin, M., Havens, C., Bootzin, R. (2015). Older long sleepers take longer on a visual attention and inhibition task than average sleepers. Associated Professional Sleep Societies Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA

	Wager, E., Scalf, P. (2014). Wake up and smell the coffee: differential effects of caffeine on a visual selective attention task. SLEEP - Associated Professional Sleep Societies Annual Meeting, Minneapolis Convention Center, Minneapolis, MN

	Wager, E., Humphreys, G., & Scalf, P.E. (2014). Correct action affordance among unattended objects reduces their competition for representation in VO1, an fMRI study. Visual Sciences Society Annual Meeting, St. Pete Beach, FL

	Wager, E., Humphreys, G., & Scalf, P.E. (2014). Correct action affordance among unattended objects reduces their competition for representation in VO1, an fMRI study. Neuroscience Annual Meeting, Washington, DC

	Wager, E., Peterson, M. A., Folstein, J. R., & Scalf, P. E. (2013). Automatic top-down processes mediate selective attention. University of Arizona - Arizona State University Cognitive Science Conclave, Tucson, AZ 

	Wager, E., Peterson, M. A., Folstein, J. R., & Scalf, P. E. (2013). Automatic top-down processes mediate selective attention. Vision Sciences Society, Annual Meeting, Naples, FL

	Wager, E., Nadel, L., Gómez, R. (2012). The Role of Spatial Awareness in Memory Updating University of Arizona - Arizona State University Cognitive Science Conclave, Tempe, AZ

	Selected Student Publications & Presentations

	Morris, M., & Radford, J. (2024). Exploring the relationship between gender dynamics and emotional intelligence in college students. Poster presented at the Western Psychological Association Convention, San Francisco, CA.

	Gonzalez, E. (2024). Gender disparities in values and fears. Paper presented at the Western Psychological Association Convention, San Francisco, CA.

	Blakely, K. (2024). Gender disparities in college major preferences: A focus on STEM and behavioral health fields. Paper presented at the Western Psychological Association Convention, San Francisco, CA.

	Pineda-Moore, A., Pacheco, E., Tiras, E. (2022). Communication, Personal Loss, and Beliefs: Student Perspective on the Effects of COVID-19.  Poster presented at the Western Psychological Association Annual Meeting, Portland, OR.

	Sanchez, A. (2022). Impact of COVID-19 on Academic Performance.  Poster presented at the Western Psychological Association Annual Meeting, Portland, OR.

	Kastenbaum, K. L., Hinson, C., Alvarado, R., Olivieri, S., & Cervantes, D. (2020). Growing the Safe Space Created to Share Sadness: Using Fotonovelas to Help Ameliorate Stigmas Surrounding Depression on Community College Campuses. Virtual Poster, Western Psychological Association Convention.

	Gonzalez, X., Rodriguez, A., Travis, B., Wierbinski, B., & Gonzales, A. (2019). The Relationship Between College Payment Strategies and GPA.  Poster presented at the Western Psychological Association Annual Meeting, Pasadena, CA.

	Landis, E., Jimenez Hernandez, N., Farrar, W. (2018). A Community College Perspective of Undocumented Students: Understanding the Influence of Scapegoat Theory. Western Psychological Association Annual Meeting, Portland, OR.

	Rodriguez, L., Gonzales, A., Fermaint, M., Alvarado, L., and Wager, E. (2018). Prevalence and Perceptions of Substance Use at an Arizona Community College. Western Psychological Association Annual Meeting, Portland, OR

	Clark, B., Wager, E., Hernandez, N. (2017). Community College Students' Perception of Sexual Assault. Western Psychological Association Annual Meeting, Sacramento, CA

	Taylor, D., Wager, E., Hernandez, N. (2017). This is NOT Taboo, Gender-role Attitudes and the Perception of Rape. Western Psychological Association Annual Meeting, Sacramento, CA

	Alvarado, L., Gonzalez, A., Rodrigues, L., Fermaint, M., Wager, E. (2017). Substance Use in EMCC Students: Where Do We Stand and What is Our Perspective? Maricopa District-Wide Student Conference, Estrella Mountain Community College, Avondale, AZ

	Hafezi, A., Folstein, J. R., Kousik, S., Wager, E., Scalf, P. (2015) Exploring how learned and unlearned stimuli configurations compete in human visual cortex. Undergraduate Biology Research Program Conference, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ

	PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE & ACTIVITIES

	Estrella Mountain Community College 

	Psi Beta, Community College National Honor Society in Psychology, Faculty Co-Advisor, event organizer and research mentor
	2015-Present

	Psychology Club Faculty Advisor
	2015-Present

	Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Access Team (formally Diversity Committee)
	2016-Present

	Faculty Senate Behavioral Sciences Division Representative
	2024-Present

	Faculty Staffing Behavioral Sciences Division Representative
	2023-2024

	Sociology Faculty Search Committee Member
	2021

	Phi Theta Kappa Advisor for Estrella Mountain Community College Beta Alpha Xi chapter
	2018-2020

	E-Squared Mentorship Program: Undergraduate Student Mentor
	2015-2018

	Additional service at Estrella Mountain Community College
CATS Cradle Assessment Workshop Volunteer and Leader
Clubs and Student Organizations Day Volunteer
College Success Week Volunteer 
Community Innovation Summit Expert Volunteer on Student Experiences 
Desserts with Faculty Volunteer
Hispanic Heritage Month Volunteer and Supporter 
Honors Mentor – Independent Honors Contract Work
Honors Exposition Undergraduate Student Mentor
Imposter Syndrome Presenter - First Generation of Many Conference 
Meet the Faculty Tabling Event Volunteer
Student Success Fair Volunteer & Mentor 
United Way Event Attendee and Silent Auction Participant 
Veteran Day Fun Run Participant	
Veteran Day Fun Run Volunteer
Women’s History Month Planning Committee
	2015-Present

	University of Arizona 
	

	Associate Graduate Council for the College of Science Vice President
Associate Graduate Council for the College of Science Secretary
Associate Graduate Council for the College of Science Student Government Member 
Psychology Department New Grad Orientation Committee Organizer
Psychology Department Interview Week Applicant Host & Event Planner
Visual Cognition Lab and Sleep Research Lab Undergraduate Student Mentor 
Biology Research Program (UBRP) Undergraduate Student Mentor 
Psychology Department Graduate Student Colloquium Host & Event planner
Psychology Department Cognitive Science Colloquium Event planner
College of Science Student Ambassadors Event planner
	2010-2015



2010-2015

	Community Leadership and Service 
	

	Animal Foster, with support from Fearless Kitty Rescue and Animal Defense League of Arizona
	2019-Present

	Political Advocacy (e.g., Kathy Hoffman Superintendent Campaign, Black Lives Matter Phoenix Metro)
	2017-Present

	Arizona Trail Association Member
	2018-Present

	Teach for America Contributor 
	2018-Present

	Feminist Majority Foundation Member
	2016-2020

	Big Sister for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tucson
	2008-2015

	Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Lecturer OLLI UA-Green Valley Lecture Series
	2014-2015

	Support Group Leader for Children of Divorce and Changing Families of Tucson 
	2010-2012

	PROFESSIONAL HONORS, AWARDS, AND DISTINCTIONS 
	

	Course Development Award for PSY 275, Online Biopsychology, EMCC
	2024

	Leadership and Innovation Research Impact Scholarship, ASU
	2024

	MCLI Research Grant Receiver, MCCCD
	2023

	Diversity Advisory Council Diversity Award Winner along with Dr. Elizabeth Cantú and Dr. Linda Manning, MCCCD
	2022

	Course Development Award for PSY 275, Biopsychology, EMCC
	2020

	Diversity Advisory Council Diversity Award Nominee, MCCCD
	2020, 2021

	The EMCC Phi Theta Kappa chapter I advised, Beta Alpha Xi, maintained Five-Star Status both years I was advised the group, EMCC
	2018-2020

	Comprehensive Assessment Tracking System: Three-time CATS of the Month Award Winner, EMCC
	2016-Present

	Galileo Circle Scholar, U of A
	2015

	Graduate Student Travel Scholarship, U of A
	2012-2015

	College of Science Student Ambassador, U of A
	2011-2012

	Honorable Mention, Dean’s List with Distinction, U of A
	2010-2012

	Academic Year Academic Distinction, U of A
	2009-2012

	Wildcat Excellence Award and Scholarship, U of A
	2008-2012

	AFFILIATIONS 
	

	Western Psychology Association 
	2015-Present

	Sleep Research Society 
	2011-Present

	Society for Neuroscience 
	2012-2014

	Visual Sciences Society 
	2012-2014
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