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Education
Ph.D.
Philosophy, Harvard University, 1989
B.A.
Philosophy, University of Massachusetts, 1981


Oberlin College, 1975-1977
Area of Research Specialization

Political Philosophy

Academic Positions

Professor of Philosophy, School of Historical, Philosophical and Religious Studies, Arizona State University, 2009-present 

Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Arizona State University, 1997-2009

Faculty Fellow, Edmond J. Safra Foundation Center for Ethics, Harvard University, 1997-1998

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Department of Philosophy, Arizona State University, 1989-1997


Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Stanford University, 1995


Visiting Fellow, University Center for Human Values, Princeton University, 1993-1994
Books
The Myth of Classical Liberalism: How Political Identity Evolves.  Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan, 2026.

Liberalism and Prostitution.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2010.
The Legalization of Drugs.  With Douglas Husak.  New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005. 
Articles and Chapters

“Does Fairness Require Paternalism.” Criminal Law and Philosophy, published online December 13, 2025, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11572-025-09784-5.


“Schmidtz on Justice.” Reason Papers 44(2) (Fall 2024).


“Why Should Drugs Be Decriminalized?” Rob Lovering, ed., The Palgrave Handbook of Philosophy and Psychoactive Drug Use (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2024).

“The Significance of Injustice.” Paul Weithman, ed., Rawls’s A Theory of Justice at 50 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2023).

 
“Self-Sovereignty, Drugs, and Prostitution.” David Sobel and Steven Wall, eds., Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy: Volume 9 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2023).

“The Virtue of Tolerance in Hiring and Promotion by Private Institutions.” Journal of Free Speech Law 2(1) (2022):323-336.

“Monogamy: Government Policy.” With Stephen Macedo. Brian D. Earp, Clare Chambers, Lori Watson, eds., Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Sex and Sexuality (New York: Routledge, 2022).

“Moralism and Moral Paternalism.” Kalle Grill and Jason Hanna, eds., Routledge Handbook of the Philosophy of Paternalism (Abingdon: Routledge, 2018). 


“Liberty and Polygamy.” Elizabeth Brake, ed., After Marriage: Rethinking Marital Relationships (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016).


“The Possibility and Desirability of Neutrality.” Roberto Merrill and Daniel Weinstock, eds., Political Neutrality: A Re-evaluation (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014).


“Against the Legalization of Drugs.” Andrew I. Cohen and Christopher Heath Wellman, eds., Contemporary Debates in Applied Ethics, 2nd edition (Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-Blackwell, 2014).


Reprinted in—

Jonathan Anomaly, et al., Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (New York: Oxford University Press, 2015).
Russ Shaffer Landau, The Ethical Life, 4th ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2017).  

“Contractualism, Personal Values, and Well-Being.” David Schmidtz, ed., New Essays in Moral Philosophy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2013).


“Contractualism, Personal Values, and Well-Being.” Social Philosophy and Policy 30 (1-2) (2013): 51-68.


 “Sexual Freedom and Impersonal Value.” Criminal Law and Philosophy 7 (2013): 495-512.


“Self-Sovereignty and Paternalism.” Christian Coons and Michael Weber, eds., Paternalism: Theory and Practice (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2013).

 
“Vice Laws and Self-Sovereignty.” Criminal Law and Philosophy 7 (2013): 29-41. 

“Decriminalize, Don’t Legalize.” Mark Timmons, ed., Disputed Moral Issues, 2nd ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010).

“Avoiding Paternalism.” Philosophy & Public Affairs 34 (Winter 2006): 68-94.

“The Slipperiness of Neutrality.” Social Theory and Practice 32 (January 2006): 17-34.


“Popular Sovereignty, Original Meaning, and Common Law Constitutionalism.” Law and Philosophy 23 (May 2004): 223-260.


“An Objection to Attitudinal Hedonism.” Philosophical Studies 115 (August 2003): 197-200.


“Against the Legalization of Heroin.” Criminal Justice Ethics 22 (Winter/Spring 2003): 34-40.


“Liberalism, Neutrality, and Education.” In Stephen Macedo and Yael Tamir, eds., Moral and Political Education (Nomos XLIII) (New York University Press, 2002).


“The Problem of Evil, the Social Contract, and the History of Ethics.” Pacific Philosophical Quarterly 82 (March 2001): 11-25.


“Liberalism and Perfectionism.” The American Journal of Jurisprudence 43 (1998): 99-116.


"Rights, Reasons and Freedom of Association." In Amy Gutmann, ed., Freedom of Association (Princeton University Press, 1998).


"But Does Theory Lead to Better Legal Decisions?" Arizona State Law Journal 29 (Summer 1997): 427-430.


"Is It Fair to Adults to `Make Children Moral'?" Arizona State Law Journal 29 (Summer 1997): 581-584. 


"Rawls' Konzeption des öffentlichen Vernunftgebrauchs." In Wilfried Hinsch, ed., Zur Idee des politischen Liberalismus (Frankfurt a. M.: Suhrkamp Verlag, 1997).


"Do We Have a Right to Use Drugs?" Public Affairs Quarterly 10 (July 1996): 229-247.


"Rawls's Idea of Public Reason." Pacific Philosophical Quarterly 75 (September/December 1994): 232-250.


"Contractualism, Liberty and Democracy." Ethics 104 (July 1994): 764-783.


"Popular Sovereignty and the Griswold Problematic." Law and Philosophy 13 (May 1994): 97-112.


"Liberalism, Liberty and Neutrality." Philosophy & Public Affairs 19 (Summer 1990): 253-274.

Encyclopedia Entries
In Jon Mandle and David Reidy, eds., The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2015): “Basic liberties,” “Dworkin, Ronald,” “Individualism,” “Neutrality,” “Paternalism,” “Scanlon, T.M.”  
Book Reviews

“Andrew Jason Cohen: Toleration and Freedom from Harm: Liberalism Reconceived.”  Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews 2018.04.03 (online publication, no page numbers) 

“Liberalism Without Perfection, by Jonathan Quong.” Mind 123 (January 2014): 239-42


“The Libertarian Idea by Jan Narveson.”  The Philosophical Review 101 (April 1992): 470-72.


“Rousseau: An Introduction to his Psychological, Social, and Political Theory by N. J. H. Dent.”  The Philosophical Review 101 (April 1992): 391-3.


“Foundations of American Constitutionalism by David A. J. Richards.”  Ethics 101 (April 1991): 660-61.

Other Publications


“Reply to Judith Jarvis Thomson."  Boston Review XX (October/November 1995): 32-3.

Invited Papers, Presentations, and Discussions
2023
“John Stuart Mill and the Socratic Ethos,” Conference on Ideological Conformity on Campus and in American Society, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law and School for Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership, Arizona State University (February)
2021
“Self-Sovereignty, Drugs and Prostitution,” Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy Workshop, University of Arizona (October)


“The Significance of Injustice,” John Rawls’s A Theory of Justice at Fifty: An Anniversary Conference, University of Notre Dame (September)


“Drug policies: a legal question, a health problem, or a recreational issue?”  ISPA HOT TOPICS Conference and Debate (livestream) (May)

2016
“Should Prostitution Be Legal?” Why? Radio Show, North Dakota (August)


“Self-Sovereignty and the Exclusion of Reasons,” Celebration of the Philosophy and Teaching of T.M. Scanlon, Harvard University (April)


“Self-Sovereignty and Public Health,” Workshop on Perfectionism in Public Health, Center for Advanced Study in Bioethics, Westafälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster (March)


“Permissible Paternalism: Comments on Thomas Schramme’s Unwanted Beneficence,” Current Research Workshop, Center for the Philosophy of Freedom, University of Arizona (March)

2015
“Prostitution Laws and Individual Rights,” Workshop on the Regulation of Intimacy, Kadish Center for Morality, Law & Public Affairs, University of California at Berkeley (December)

“Polygamy,” After Same-Sex Marriage, Panel Discussion, School of Historical, Philosophical, and Religious Studies, Arizona State University (October)
2014
“Drug Laws and Self-Sovereignty,” Department of Philosophy, Davidson College (March)

2013
“Aesthetic Pleasure and Rationality,” Department of Philosophy, Northern Illinois University (April)


“Contractualism, Personal Values, and Well-Being,” Social Philosophy & Policy Conference: New Essays in Moral Philosophy, Center for the Philosophy of Freedom, University of Arizona (January)

2012
“More Libertarianism without Foundations: Comments on Michael Huemer’s The Problem of Political Authority,” Current Research Workshop, Center for the Philosophy of Freedom, University of Arizona (November)


“Equality, Impersonal Value, and The Problem of Evil: Reflections on Allen Buchanan’s Better than Human: The Perils and Promise of Enhancing Ourselves,” Current Research Workshop, Center for the Philosophy of Freedom, University of Arizona (May)

2011
“Vice Laws and Self-Sovereignty,” Workshop on Vice and Crime, Rutgers School of Law—Newark (September)


“Self-Sovereignty and Paternalism,” Workshop on Authority, Coercion and Paternalism, University of Graz (May)

2009
“Liberty and Degradation,” Department of Philosophy, Indiana University (April)


“Liberty and Degradation,” Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University (February)

2008
“Liberty and Degradation,” Program in Ethics and Public Affairs, Princeton University (October) 


“The Possibility and Desirability of Neutrality,” Conference on Liberal Neutrality, McGill University (May) 

2007
“What’s Luck Got to Do with It?” Arizona Moral and Political Philosophy Conference, Northern Arizona University (September)

2006
“What’s Luck Got to Do with It?” The Morality of Fortune Conference, USC Center for Law & Philosophy (March)
2004
“Should Drugs Be Legalized?” The Great Debate Series, Inaugural Session (with Doug Husak), University of Delaware (September)


“Drug Legalization,” Guest on Philosophy Talk, with John Perry and Ken Taylor, KALW San Francisco (February)


“Government Neutrality toward Conceptions of the Good Life: It’s Possible and Desirable, But Perhaps Not So Important,” Arizona Moral and Political Philosophy Conference, University of Arizona (March)

2003
“The Content of Neutrality,” Department of Philosophy, New Mexico State University (February)

2002
“Reasons to Resist Legalizing Drugs,” American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division Meeting (December)

1999
“In Defense of Paternalism,” Department of Clinical Bioethics, National Institutes of Health (May)

1998
“Liberalism and Perfectionism,” Conference on Moral Truth and the Common Good of Political Society, Notre Dame Law School (April)
1997
“Defending Paternalism,” The Austinian Society, Harvard University (November)


“Defending Paternalism,” Workshop in Moral and Political Philosophy, Harvard University (October)

1996
"A Defense of (Hard) Paternalism," Department of Philosophy, University of California at Berkeley (November)


"Freedom of Association," Program in Ethics and Public Affairs, Princeton University (February)

1995
"Sexual Tolerance," Department of Political Science, Stanford University (May)

1994
"The Value of Liberty," Program in Ethics in Society, Stanford University (February)


"The Value of Liberty," Department of Philosophy, University of Virginia (February)

1993
"Contractualism, Liberty and Democracy," Program in Ethics and Public Affairs, Princeton University (October)


"The Value of Liberty," New York Society for Philosophy and Public Affairs (November)

1992
"Contractualism, Political Liberalism, and the Idea of Public Reason," Conference on Political Liberalism, Forum für Philosophie, Bad Homburg (July)

1989
"Liberalism and Neutrality," Department of Philosophy, Arizona State University (February)


"Rights, Interests, and Liberty" Department of Philosophy, Temple University (January)

Grants, Awards, and Prizes

Harvard Fellowship in Ethics, 1997-8


Laurance S. Rockefeller Fellowship, 1993-1994


Summer Stipend for participation in National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar for College Teachers: Kant's Moral Philosophy, directed by Thomas E. Hill, Jr. at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1993


Emily and Charles Carrier Prize, "for a dissertation on a subject in Social, Political or Moral Philosophy," 1990 (Harvard University)


Spencer Fellowship, 1988-1989

Undergraduate Courses Taught


Introduction to Philosophy, Introduction to Ethics, History of Ethics, Ethical Theory, Applied Ethics, Social and Political Philosophy, Philosophy of Law, Philosophy of Art, History of Modern Philosophy, Existentialism
