Curriculum Vitae

Name: 


Catherine J. Nichols
Permanent Address:
Scottsdale, AZ 85259

Date of Birth:

September 30, 1946

Place of Birth: 
Pontiac, Michigan

Children: 

Daughter, Madeline Claire Nichols

Major Instruments: 
Viola and Violin 

Citizenships:

United States and France

Languages:

English and French
Education


December 1967
University of Michigan School of Music 

Bachelor of Music Degree with Honors


August 1969

University of Michigan, School of Music (Viola Major)

Master of Music Education Degree with Honors





French Minor

October 1970-1975
Private viola instruction with Mr. William Lincer. Mr. Lincer was Solo Violist of the New York Philharmonic (retired) and Professor of Viola at the Juilliard School. 

Teacher Improvement Courses

1982 University of Texas at El Paso, Suzuki Pedagogy Unit I-A with Alice Joy Lewis

1983 University of Denver, Denver Colorado, Suzuki Pedagogy, Unit I-B with Jacqueline Maurer

1984 Albuquerque Suzuki Studio, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Suzuki Pedagogy, Unit II, Overview with John Kendall

1984 
Hummingbird Music Camp, Jemez Springs, New Mexico, Suzuki Pedagogy, Unit II, Alice Joy Lewis

1985
Ottawa University, Ottawa, Kansas, Suzuki Pedagogy Unit III, Carol Smith

1986
Hummingbird Music Camp, Jemez Springs, New Mexico, Suzuki Pedagogy Unit IV, Theodore Bronson

1987
S.I.U.E., Edwardsville, Illinois, Suzuki Pedagogy Unit V with John Kendall

1988
S.I.U.E., Edwardsville, Illinois, Suzuki Pedagogy Unit VII and VIII with John Kendall
Teacher Improvement Courses, cont.
1989 
S.I.U.E., Edwardsville, Illinois, Suzuki Pedagogy Units IX and X with John Kendall

1990
Ottawa University, Ottawa, Kansas, Overview of Suzuki Pedagogy with William Starr

1991
Ottawa University, Ottawa, Kansas, “Teaching Techniques for Students Beyond the Ten Suzuki Books”, teacher observer.
Professional Teaching Experience

2012-Present
Coordinator of Placements at Arizona State University Department 


Music Education.


1995-2012 
Mesa Public Schools, Mesa, AZ, Full time string specialist 
Responsibilities include teaching string classes from grades 4-6 in two elementary schools (Falcon Hill and Red Mountain Ranch), as well as directing two string orchestras and the Symphonic (Full) Orchestra at Red Mountain High School in Mesa. Half of teaching time is spent at the elementary level and half at the secondary level.

1982-1995 Santa Fe Talent Education, Santa Fe, NM

Founded private music school and developed a string program based on the Suzuki violin method for preschoolers to adults. Conducted several performances each year throughout the city and state. Students performed at the State Capital, Governor’s Mansion, Opening of the Indian Arts Museum, Santa Fe Folk Art Museum, Children’s Museum, Santa Fe Public Library, and Coalition for Children. Students participated in the New Mexico All State Festival orchestras since 1986 and have consistently placed highly in symphonic and concert orchestras. They also participated in the Los Alamos Solo and Ensemble Festivals. The school and Albuquerque ensembles have organized a good will tour to Chihuahua, Mexico. I adjudicated at the New Mexico All State Music Festival, Albuquerque Public Schools Large Group Festival, Albuquerque Public Schools Solo and ensemble Festival and the State of Arizona Large Group Festival.

1992-1995 Santa Fe Preparatory School, Santa Fe, NM

Taught French I, II and III as an independent contractor to students in grades 8-11.

Atalaya Elementary School, Santa Fe, NM

As a private consultant, created a new string program and developed a curriculum which aspired to become a magnate school for the arts. Position included a major recruiting effort, set-up of program, teaching beginner to advanced students and creating small performing ensembles. This was the first strings program in the Santa Fe public schools for approximately 20 years. 
Professional Teaching Experience, cont.
1985-87 La Luz Montessori School, Santa Fe, NM

Developed a new program for classroom music and strings, including writing curriculum, recruiting and teaching. The curriculum required adaptation to the Montessori teaching methods. 
1977-1982 Albuquerque Public Schools, Albuquerque, NM

Taught at Manzano High School, grades 9-12, subject strings and full orchestra. Concurrently Cleveland Middle School, grades 6-8, as well as teaching strings in 3 elementary schools grades 4-5. 

Albuquerque Public Schools, Albuquerque, NM 
McKinley Junior High School, grades 7-9

1975-76 Valley Stream Central High School District, Valley Stream, NY

Taught strings and orchestra, grades 3-6 in 3 elementary schools as well as 1 day a week at Memorial Junior High School.
1974-75 Valley Stream Memorial Junior High School, Valley Stream, NY

Taught junior high school strings and orchestra as a sabbatical replacement in grades 7-9. Lectured in humanities and general music classes. 
1971-74 Valley Stream Central High School District, Valley Stream, NY

Taught elementary school strings and orchestra in grades 3-6. Helped to establish a beginning strings program in 3 elementary schools. 
1970-71 Valley Stream North High School, Valley Stream, NY

Taught senior high school strings and orchestra as a sabbatical replacement in grades 9-12. Permanent position offered. 

1969-70 Martin Luther King Intermediate School, Yonkers, NY

Taught band and orchestra, grades 4-6 in brand new school. 


Spring, 1968
University School, University Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

As part of the university teaching fellowship, taught grades 4-9.
Fellowships
1968-69 Recipient of the U.S. Government Prospective Teacher Fellowship
Honors
2011

Recipient of the ASTA Arizona String Teacher of the Year Award

2010

Recipient of the Arizona State Mentor Teacher Award
Professional Teaching Credentials 
Teaching Certificate and Tenure status

· Arizona (renewal 2012)

· New Mexico

· New York 

· Michigan 

Career Ladder
1996-present 
Arizona Career Ladder participant and mentor teacher

Publications
Regular reviewer for ASTA (American String Teacher’s Association Journal)
Student Teacher Mentor
1980-Present

· University New Mexico

· Arizona State University

· Northern Arizona University

· Ottawa University

· Brigham Young University

Leadership
2012- present
String Representative for revising District Assessments

2006-present
Los Diamantes Subdivision, Board of Directors



Elected Position

2004-05 North Central Regions Chair Person

1998-2002 Mesa Public Schools, Music Cabinet

Elected Position
Professional Playing Experience

2004-2008 
Scottsdale Community College Orchestra

1976-1980 Orchestra of Santa Fe, NM

New Mexico Symphony Orchestra, Albuquerque, NM

1973-1976
Cultural Arts Quartet, Long Island, NY

1973-1974 Massapequa Symphony Orchestra, Long Island, NY
1971-1976
Long Island Symphony Orchestra (formerly Huntington Symphony), Long Island, NY


Suffolk Symphony, Long Island, NY

1969-1971 Hunter College Opera Orchestra, New York, NY

Principal Violist, Bronx Opera Company, The Bronx, NY

Principal Violist, The Bronx Symphony Orchestra, The Bronx, NY
1968-69 Toledo Symphony, Toledo, OH

Solo Recitals

Solo Viola Recital, November 5, 1990, Santa Fe, NM

Solo Performer with The Bronx Symphony Orchestra, February 13, 1971

Master’s Degree Recital, April 5, 1969

Bachelor’s Degree Recital, December 2, 1967, Ann Arbor, MI
Professional Organizations

AMEA (Arizona Music Educators Association)
ASTA (American String Teachers Association)

S.A.A (Suzuki Association of the Americas)
MEA (Mesa Education Association)

NEA (National Education Associations)

Relevant Travel

Annual Visits to Europe since 1964
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