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SUMMARY


Dr. Emilia Gracia is a TESOL professional and CALL researcher. Expertise: Computer-Assisted Language-Learning (CALL) research, AI, VR/XR for language learning, EFL/ESL instruction (course levels: CEFR A1-C2 & ESP Engineering, Entrepreneurship, and Sustainability), teacher training (topics: Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), Online Course Creation and Implementation, Training the Trainer, and International Teaching Assistant Training for US University Contexts), as well as online course design, curriculum development, and program development/management.  


EDUCATION


DEGREES

PhD Linguistics and Applied Linguistics 
Arizona State University | May 2024 | Tempe, Arizona
· Dissertation: Immersive Virtual Reality for L2 Pragmatics Instruction in an Intensive English Program at a US University
· Chair: Dr. David Bryan Smith

Master’s in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (MTESOL)
Arizona State University | December 2019 | Tempe, Arizona
· Capstone Project: Hybrid Curriculum for and IEP Communication Course
· Advisor: Ruby Masoud

Master of Arts in Teaching Spanish
Northern Arizona University | December 2010 | Flagstaff, Arizona
· Thesis: US Latino Writers of the Caribbean Diaspora
· Chair: Dr. Juanita Heredia


Bachelor of Arts in Spanish
Northern Arizona University | December 2008 | Flagstaff, Arizona
· Capstone: Translation of Real Estate Contacts
· Advisor: Dr. Karen Schreier 
· Minor: Business Administration

CERTIFICATES

Graduate Certificate in Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL)
Arizona State University | May 2022 | Tempe, Arizona

Diplomado en Pedagogía Universitaria (Diploma in University Pedagogy)
Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra| May 2012|D.N., Dominican Republic

EFL Teaching Certificate in Communicative Language Teaching
World Learning Center SIT | July 2012 | Brattleboro, Vermont

Certificate in Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) 150 hours
TEFL Institute | December 2010 | Chicago, Illinois


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE


CURRENT TITLE: 
Head of Fluent Futures Lab, Senior Global Educator (Instructional Professional) 
INSTITUTION: Global Launch | Arizona State University | Tempe, Arizona
DATE: August 2013 - Present 

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY GLOBAL LAUNCH PROGRAMS AND COURSES 

	RESEARCH 
· Head of Fluent Futures Lab (2025-Present)
· Carry out various research projects involving language and technology (AI, VR/XR)

TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMS 

· International Teaching Assistant (ITA) Training 
Tempe, Arizona and Online
Course Designer and Instructor (2021-Present)

· Creating and Implementing Online Courses (OPEN English)
Online
Course Instructor (2022-Present)

· Professional Development for Teacher Trainers (OPEN English)
Online 
Course Instructor (2017-Present)

· ASU Plus Alliance – Indonesian Teacher Training for Business English 
 Jakarta, Indonesia 
Course Instructor (2019)

· Teaching Language Online (MOOC on Coursera) 
Online 
Course Designer (2018)

· Khebrat 2 & 3 (Saudi Arabian Teacher Training Program with Mary Lou Fulton Teacher’s College, Arizona State University)
Tempe, Arizona 
Course Instructor (2018-2020)

· Televisa Teacher Training Program for K-12 Teachers in Mexico 
Tempe, Arizona
Program Manager and Instructor (2017)

· Teach English Now! (Online TESOL MOOC on Coursera) 
Online
Course Facilitator (2017-2020) 

ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES PROGRAMS

· English for Sustainability (Nanzan University)
Tempe, Arizona
Course Instructor (2023)

· The University of Guadalajara Entrepreneurship Program 
Tempe, Arizona
Program Manager and Course Instructor (2016-2018)

· King Abdelaziz University of Science and Technology (KAUST) Entrepreneurship Program 
Tempe, Arizona
Program Manager and Course Instructor (2018)




GROUP AND CUTOM ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMS

· Tomorrow’s Leaders MENA Region - English Language and Academic Preparation (FHI 360 & ASU Partnership) 
Online
Course Instructor (2024)

· ASU Global Launch Digital Pathways Program 
Online
Project Manager and Course Designer (2020-2021)

· English for Impact – (ASU & Instituto Tecnológico de Monterrey Partnership)
Online
Program Manager and Course Instructor (2017-2020)

· IKIAM University (ASU & IKIAM Partnership) – Six-level EFL Program 
Tena, Ecuador
Curriculum Designer and Course Instructor (2014-2015)

· Kyoto Sangyo University English Program (ASU Partnership)
Tempe, Arizona
Curriculum Writer and Instructor (2019)

· Proyecta 100,000 (ASU & Mexican Ministry of Education Partnership)
Tempe, Arizona
Program Manager and Instructor (2016)

· BSMP (Brazil Scientific Mobility Program & ASU Partnership) 
Tempe, Arizona
Program Manager and Instructor (2015)

· Apollo Digital English Courses 
Project Manager and Course Designer (2020)

INTENSIVE ENGLISH PROGRAM (IEP) CAMPUS IMMERSION

Course Instructor (2013-Present)

Courses Taught

· Basic 2 – Listening and Speaking, Grammar 
· Intermediate 1 – Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking 
· Intermediate 2 - Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking 
· Advanced 1 - Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking, Grammar 
· Advanced 2- Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking 
· Communication 
· English for Engineering 
· Pronunciation 
· Academic Vocabulary 

PATHWAYS PROGRAM – ASU WEST CAMPUS 

Course Instructor (2019-2021)

Courses Taught

· Academic Vocabulary
· Academic Principles
· Academic Foundations 
· Applied Academic English 
· Academic Skills
FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAMS

· Basic Chinese for Spanish Speakers (MOOC on Coursera)
Online
Course Designer (2015-2017)

· City of Phoenix – Language Training for Employees (Arabic and ASL)
Phoenix, Arizona
Program Manager (2015 -2017)

ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY GLOBAL LAUNCH

· Host webinars for ASU Global Academic Initiatives (ASU - Cintana 
Partnership) Master Classes and Innovation Talks

· Write/translate proposals in English and Spanish

· Attend meetings and manage business communications with Spanish 
language partners

· Travel to Latin American countries for in-person business
______________________________________________________________________________

PREVIOUS TITLE: Full Professor of English as a Foreign Language
INSTITIUTION: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (PUCMM)
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
DATE: January 2012- August 2013

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

· Instruct, plan lessons, and grade assignments for EFL courses 
· Advanced Conversation
· Academic Writing 
· English for Engineering
· Design curriculum for ESP courses
· Help create and revise level placement exams
· Proctor and grade English placement exams
· Serve on Textbook Evaluation Committee
· Tutor students 4 hours per week
· Serve on the Exam Committee: Create and revise departmental exams
· Design course programs for education courses
· Mentor new teachers
· Present at professional development workshops
· Observe and evaluate teachers who teach Advanced Conversation and Academic Writing
· Mentor Academic Writing and Advanced Conversation course teachers
· Attend and contribute to all departmental meetings
______________________________________________________________________________

PREVIOUS TITLE: Professor of English as a Foreign Language
INSTITIUTION: El Ministerio de Educación, Ciencia, y Tecnología (MESCyT)
Hato Mayor, Dominican Republic
PROGRAM: Inglés por inmersión (Intensive English Immersion for Adult Learners)
DATE: January 2011- December 2011

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

· Teach EFL to adults in an Intensive English Immersion Program 
· CEFR Levels A1-B2 (Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced Courses)
· Deliver 40 hours of classroom instruction per week using the Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) methodology
· Plan lessons
· Grade coursework
· Create exams, quizzes, and rubrics
______________________________________________________________________________

PREVIOUS TITLE: Graduate Instructor of Spanish
INSTITIUTION: Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, Arizona
DATE: January 2009- December 2010

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

· Teach undergraduate Spanish courses 
· 101  
· 102
· Draft tests and quizzes to accurately evaluate student progress
· Plan lessons and various types of activities for effective language learning
· Utilize web tools successfully and incorporate them in an innovative language learning environment in and outside of the classroom
· Help students outside of class individually during office hours
· Schedule study sessions outside of class
· Encourage students to study abroad and promote study abroad opportunities


PROFESSIONAL FELLOWSHIPS/APPOINTMENTS
______________________________________________________________________________ 

April 2025- July 2025: English Language Specialist – Online course development project: “EFL in Uruguay – A Foundational Course for Teachers”, US Department of State.
______________________________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL INSITITUIONAL SERVICE


President of The Computer-Assisted Language Learning Club at Arizona State University (2023-2024)

Co-President of Graduate Women’s Association – Arizona State University
(2021-2022)

Mentor for ASU Chicano/Latino Faculty and Staff Association (CLFSA) Mentor 
(2017-2018)

Presenter - WP Carey International Student Orientation – Graduate Programs 
(2016 - 2017)

Presenter ASU Classroom Culture and Communication – ASU International Undergraduate Orientation 
(2016 - 2017)


PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY SERVICE


CALICO Executive Board Member
(2026-Present)

Vice President of AZTESOL
(2024-2025)

Secretary of AZTESOL 
(2023-2024)

Research Mentor for BASIS Charter School High School Senior Projects
(2024)


CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND GUEST LECTURES


Presentation – Gracia, E., Thrasher, T., Consolini, C. Taking Language Learning on the Go: A Demo of IMMERSE’s Mobile, Smartglasses-Compatible Language App. CALICO 2026, July 9, 2026, Oxford, Ohio. 

Presentation – Gracia, E., Thrasher, T., Consolini, C. The Impact of AI-powered Self-paced Lessons on Speaking Fluency:  A Large-scale Study in an Intensive English Program. CALICO 2026, July 9, 2026, Oxford, Ohio.

Presentation - Kang, O., Kostromitina, M., Dentaa, H., Bae, Y. &, Gracia, E.  (June, 2026).  The role of language proficiency and background factors in predicting international students’ academic success, LTRC 2026, Montreal, Canada.

Presentation - Kang, O., Kostromitina, M., Dentaa, H.,  Bae, Y., &, Gracia, E.  (June, 2026). Beyond predictive validity: Contextual factors in interpreting English proficiency test scores. EALTA 2026, Siena, Italy.

Invited Panel Talk - Gracia, E. Education: The Possibilities of Wearables Supporting Learning Outcomes, Meta Community Summit: Wearables, Meta Headquarters, December 3, 2025, Menlo Park, CA

Invited Lightening Talk – Gracia, E. Wearables for Language Learning, Meta Community Summit: Wearables, Meta Headquarters, December 1, 2025, Menlo Park, CA

Poster Session - Gracia, E. Solutions for Language Education in the Age of AI, EDUCAUSE Annual Conference Online 2025, November 13, 2025, Virtual

Invited Panel Talk - Gracia, E. Building with and For Educators, Meta Educators Community Summit, November 7, 2025, Meta Headquarters, Menlo Park, CA

Presentation - Gracia, E. Using Immersive Virtual Reality as a Tool for Second-Language Pragmatics Instruction, CALICO 2025, May 31, San Diego, CA

Invited Tech Talk (podcast interview) – Gracia, E. AI in Language Education, Cathoven, May 21, 2025, Virtual

Invited Webinar – Gracia, E. VR in Foreign Language Learning, CINTANA ASU, May 7, 2025, Virtual

Invited Panel Talk - Gracia, E. Lessons from the Leaders: How Higher Ed is Redefining Language Learning with VR, IMMERSEcon 2025, February 27, 2025, Virtual

Invited Panel Talk – Gracia, E. Jobs in TESOL - 31st Annual Graduate Linguistics, Applied Linguistics and TESOL Symposium, February 22, 2025, Tempe, AZ

Invited Colloquium Presentation – Gracia, E. Pragmatics and Technology-Mediated Environments - The Pragmatics and Language Learning Conference (PLL2024), November 2, 2024, Bloomington, IN

Lightning Talk – Gracia, E. Using VR Immerse Software for English Language Instruction – October 18, 2024, Meta Educator’s Community Summit, Menlo Park, California

Presentation - Gracia, E. Models for VR Classroom Integration in Different Contexts – September 21, 2024, AZCALL Conference, Tempe, AZ

Guest Lecture – Gracia, E. The Pronunciation of Chinese Names, Fulton School of Engineering Advisor Workshop Day, June, 20, 2024, Tempe, AZ

Guest Lecture- Gracia, E. World Englishes: Language Variation and Diversity- May 24, 2024 for Universitas Trunojoyo Madura
Madura, Indonesia, Virtual Lecture

Guest Lecture - Gracia, E. Academic Work for the 21st Century- May 14, 2024 for Omar Al-Mukhtar University
Al Bayda’, Libya, Virtual Lecture

Presentation - Gracia, E. Developing a Hybrid Course for International Teaching Assistant Training - 30th Annual Graduate Linguistics, Applied Linguistics and TESOL Symposium - February 17, 2024 Tempe, Arizona

Presentation– Gracia, E. Using an Artificial Intelligence Application to Teach ESL Pronunciation, TESOL International 2023, April 3, 2023, Portland, OR

Presentation – Gracia, E. Improving International Teaching Assistants' Pronunciation with the ELSA Speak Application, AZCALL 2022, October 22, 2022, Tempe, Arizona

Professional Development Workshop – Gracia, E. Positive Psychology in the ESL/EFL Classroom for ASU Global Launch, September, 13, 2022, Tempe, Arizona

Guest Lecture – Gracia, E. Teaching in Latin American Contexts- International Education Course in Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College, Arizona State University, April 2021, Virtual
Tempe, Arizona

Guest Lecture- Gracia, E. Teaching English Online - Everyone Academy – Teach English Now Webinar, April 2021, Virtual

Presentation- Gracia, E. Strategies for Building Rapport in Asynchronous Online Courses, AZ CALL 2021, October 16., 2021 

Presentation - Gracia, E. Strategies for Feedback and Rapport in Asynchronous Online Teacher-Training for TESOL Professionals, 27th Annual Graduate Linguistics, Applied Linguistics, and TESOL Symposium, February, 2021, Tempe, Arizona

Presentation - Gracia, E. Teaching ESL Online - Teacher Training and Content Creation, AZ TESOL 2019, Flagstaff, Arizona

Presentation - Gracia, E. Digital Dialogue: A Model for Telecollaborative Projects, AZ TESOL 2015,
Mesa, Arizona


PUBLICATIONS


Gracia, E. (2025). Teaching ESL pronunciation to international teaching assistants with the 

ELSA Speak app. Language Learning & Technology, 29(1), 1–13. 

https://doi.org/10.64152/10125/73658

Gracia, E. (2024). Immersive Virtual Reality for L2 Pragmatics Instruction in an Intensive 

English Program at a US University. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses.

Gracia, E. (2023). Review: Friedrich, Patricia (Ed.) (2023). The anti-racism linguist, a book 

of readings. Multilingual Matters. E-journALL, 10(1), 62–68. 

https://doi.org/10.21283/2376905X.1.10.1.2808

______________________________________________________________________________
 
AWARDS/GRANTS


· Awardee, ASU Learning Engineering Instruction (LEI) Build It Together Studio (LEI PI Minigrant 3.0), 2026 - Building on Principled Innovation in Corrective Feedback: Scaling FluentZ for Oral Language Development

· Awardee, ASU ASU Learning Engineering Instruction (LEI) Principled Innovation Grant, 2025 - An AI Chatbot for Oral Language Development

· Recipient, Meta x ASU Fellowship Program Grant - AI use cases for language translation and communication using wearable technologies

· National Humanities Center – Graduate Student Seminar Residency – December, 2020 

______________________________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS


CALICO – Executive Board Member 2026-Present

AZTESOL – Vice President 2024-2025, Secretary 2022-2024

TESOL International - member


LANGAUGES 


Native Bilingual of English and Spanish - uses both languages professionally and colloquially 

Basic (CEFR A2) conversational proficiency in Arabic (Iraqi variety), low-intermediate (CEFR B1) reading proficiency in classical Arabic  


REFERENCES


John Deal
Director of ASU Global Launch
(Department Director)
John.Deal@asu.edu  

Shoshanna Starzynski 
Assistant Director of ASU Global Launch
(Immediate Supervisor)
Shoshanna.Starzynski@asu.edu 

Bryan Smith
Professor of Linguistics and Applied Linguistics 
(Dissertation Chair and Affiliated Faculty for Fluent Futures Lab)
bryansmith@asu.edu 



