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EMPLOYMENT

Administrative

Associate Director, School of Humanities, Arts and Cultural Studies, August 2017 - present
Director, International Initiatives, New College of Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences, August 2014-
Associate Director, Division of Humanities, Arts and Cultural Studies, January 2010--August 2014
Interim Director, Division of Humanities Arts and Cultural Studies, July 1- August 15, 2011.

Director, First Year Composition, Arizona State University West, August 2004-2010
Co-Chair, American Studies, Arizona State University West, July 2001-2004

Coordinator of Composition Arizona State University West, July 2001-2004

Co-Director, Writing Certificate, Arizona State University West August 2001-2002

Director of Composition, University of Toledo, September 1997- 1999

Language Arts Coordinator, LaGuardia Community College Veterans Program, Spring, 1986

Faculty

Associate Professor, Africana Language, Literature and Culture, HArCS Division, ASU, 2008-

Associate Professor, Language, Cultures, and History, Arizona State University West, July 2001-2008
Visiting Associate Professor, American Studies, Arizona State University West, August 1999-2001
Associate Professor, English, University of Toledo, 1997-1999

Assistant Professor, English, University of Toledo, September 1995-1997

Assistant Professor, English, Queensborough Community College, September 1991-1995

Lecturer, English, Queensborough Community College, September 1989-1991

Instructor, English, Queensborough Community College, September 1986-1989

Research Assistant, CUNY Graduate School and University Center; Dictionary of American English Pronunciation project with Prof. Emeritus Arthur J. Bronstein July 1985-1986

Adjunct Instructor, English Composition and Rhetoric, New York University HEOP September 1984-1986

Instructor, Speech Communication; LaGuardia Community College September 1980-1984

Assistant Professor, Developmental English; Northern Virginia Community College, September 1976-1979

Instructor, Developmental English; Northern Virginia Community College, September 1974-1976
EDUCATION

2003
Columbia University Summer Institute in Oral History, “Telling Lives: Memory, Orality and Testimony in Oral History,” June. 

1991
Ph.D., Linguistics, City University of New York Graduate School and University   Center; Dissertation: "Linguistic Form and Social Function:  A Discourse Analysis of Oral and Written African American Folk Narratives."  Directed by Professor William A. Stewart

1987
M.A. Linguistics, CUNY Graduate School and University Center; Master's Thesis: "Semantic Shifts in Word Complexes Found in Ghanaian English."

1977 
Post Master's, Folklore in America, University of Virginia, 

1976 
Post Master's, Afro-American Literature, Howard University, 

1972
M.A., Speech Pathology/Urban Linguistics, Federal City College (University District of Columbia) 

1970
B.A., Audiology and Speech Science, Michigan State University, 

ACADEMICS AWARDS/HONORS/FELLOWSHIPS

Sabbatical, ASU Fall 2016, Gather research on Songs of Nana Esi.

“Positively Powerful Woman Award for Educational Leadership” June 2015.

Featured, ASU's Office of Knowledge Enterprise Development, Profiles in Discovery, 2011

Nominee, CET Excellence in Diversity Award, 2011

Nominee, NCTE’s Advancement of People of Color Leadership Award, 2011
Nominee, Arizona Humanities Council Dan Shilling Public Humanities Scholar Award, 2010

Sabbatical, ASU Spring 2008, complete manuscript, Nana Esi’s Children

Technology Fellowship, ASU West, 2002, 2003, 2004

Who's Who in American Education, 1989-1996, 2004

Who's Who in America 1996 -1999, 2003

Who's Who in the East 1996

Who's Who of American Women 1990-1994.

Chancellor's Certificate of Recognition for Faculty Advancement, CUNY, February, 1992.

Fellowship, New York Council for the Humanities Teacher Institute, Summer 1992.

Certificate of Merit, Third World Faculty & Staff Association LaGuardia C C, 1984.

Fellowship, CUNY Graduate School and University Center 1984-1985.

Black Faculty of the Year, Northern Virginia Community College. 1978.

Fellowship, Georgetown University Affiliated Program in Child Development, 1971-1972.

Scholarship, Michigan Higher Education Assistance, Michigan State University, 1966-1970.

National Honor Society, Pontiac Central High School Chapter, 1966.

PUBLICATIONS

Refereed Journal Articles

 “Documenting a Disaster: Hurricane Katrina and The Saga of One Family.” in New Approaches to Trauma, edited by Casper and Wertheimer, New York University Press 23 pp. January, 2016
 “Voices of the Company We Keep.” CCCC Chair’s Address, College Composition and Communication (CCC), Vol. 59.2 December 2007, 17 pp
"A Case for Orality in the Classroom" The Clearing House  Vol. 70, No. 5, May/June 1997, 229-231.

"Private Thoughts, Public Voices: Letters from Zora Neale Hurston." in Women: A Cultural Review, Vol. 7 No. 2, Autumn 1996, p 150-9.  

“Housewives and Compositionists"  College Composition and Communication (CCC), Vol. 47.1, February 1996, 101-3.

"A Report on the Fifth Annual Zora Neale Hurston Festival of the Arts and Humanities: An International Celebration Eatonville, Florida January 24-30, 1994 ,"  SAGE: A Scholarly Journal on Black Women ed. by Patricia Bell-Scott and  Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Vol. IX, No.3, Summer 1995, 92-94.

"Oral Connections to Literacy: The Narrative," Journal of Basic Writing, Vol. 13. No. 2 , 1994, 46-60.  

Non-Refereed Journal Articles

“Chair’s Letter” College Composition and Communication (CCC), Vol. 59 No. 4, Feb. 2008. 8 pp 

"That Zora Sure Could Write." in CARTS Newsletter, October 1997.

"Orality and Its Implications for Learning Styles," WRIT TALK, Vol. VII., No. 2, Spring 1992, 3-5.

"Storytelling: Starting with the Familiar." Queensborough Review. Volume 4, Fall, 1987.

Books

Get It Together: Readings about African-American Life.   New York: Longman. 2003.

Editor, Strategies for Speaking and Listening: A Basic Speech Communication.  Textbook, LaGuardia Community College 1983, 100 pages
Chapters in Books

“Talking Brought Me Here: Sociolinguistics and African American Life “in 

Talking Back: Senior Scholars Deliberate the Past, Present, and Future of Writing Studies, edited by Alice Horning and Norbert Elliot, Utah State Press, forthcoming.
 “Hearing Voices: Listening to Women’s Works,” in Leading by Learning for Global Success (Beyond the Language and Literature Classroom), edited by Mary Alice Trent, Cambridge Scholars Publishing: New Castle, England, accepted.

 “Teaching Writing Teachers to Teach Writing.”  Teaching Academic Writing ed. Patricia Friedrich, Continuum International Press. London, New York. February 2008. 14 pp.

"Go Back and Fetch It: A Method for Decoding Text" in The Subject is Reading edited by Wendy Bishop, Heinemann, 2000, 115-124.

"Centering the Margins: Language and Learning Styles for Composition 2000" in Attending to the Margins co-edited by Valerie Balester and Michelle Kells Heinemann, 1999, 91-96.

Works in Progress

Book, Nana Esi's Children: The Ancestress as Metaphorical Guide
This manuscript discusses Nana Esi, an Akan deity, as an archetypal figure for Africana women and their literature. It uses songs, stories and interviews about Nana Esi  to corroborate her story as a Goddess/Community Mother archetype. This three part interdisciplinary book analyzes characters in Africna womens’ literature, identifies civil rights women who exemplify the community mother archetype in their activism, and concludes with oral histories of women who emulate the community mother activism for which Nana Esi was known. (At this writing I have continued to collect oral histories, and I have received access to a set of letters written in the early part of the 20th century by a woman who served as mid-wife to many in the Phoenix area.  She also fits the category of the community mother.)
Book, By the Time They Came to Phoenix: African American Life and Culture in Arizona as seen through the eyes of Prominent African American Arizonans.  This book is based on a series of oral histories collected over 12 years in the metropolitan Phoenix area.  It features prominent African American families, educators, politicians, and activists who have contributed to the life and culture in Arizona over the past century.  

Reviews and Encyclopedia Entries

“African American Vernacular English,” in Multicultural America: A Multimedia Encyclopedia. SAGE (2013)
“Standard Language Ideology and African American Vernacular English,” ed. Carol A. Chapelle, The Encyclopedia of Applied Linguistics, Wiley-Blackwell Publishing November 2012.
“John and Old Master Tradition in African American Folklore” Encyclopedia of African American Folklore 2005

Published Proceedings

“The African Archetype and Community Activism in the African American Community,” International Oral History Association, Rome, Italy, July 2004.

 “Nana Esi’s Children: Activist.” Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities Proceedings, Honolulu, Hawaii 2004 

"If I Can Do It, You Can Do It: Reading Oral Text Between the Words." in Practical Applications in Language Corpora Conference Proceedings, University of Lodz, Poland, November 1997.

Editor, Learning through Writing in the Social Studies: Proceedings of Conference Held by and for Queens Social Studies Teachers, January 29, 1988, 35 pages.

"The Story Connection" in Selected Papers from the 1987 CUNY ESL Council Conference. Instructional Resource Center, Office of Academic Affairs, CUNY, 1987, 5-8.

Teaching Standard English: A Sociolinguistic Approach," Annual Language Symposium, Collected Papers.  Medgar Evers College, New York, May 1982, 1-12. 

Edited

State of Black Arizona. Annual publication   http://asunews.asu.edu/20091210_stateofarizona and http://stateofblackaz.org/
Creative Projects (sample)

Pioneer Award Documentary, George Greathouse, 2016-2017


Pioneer Award Documentary, Diana Gregory, 2015-2016


Pioneer Award Documentary, Matthew C. Whitaker, PhD 2014-2015


Pioneer Award Documentary, Mrs. McElroy, 2013-2014
Pioneer Award Documentary, Ms. Fatimah Halim, 2012-2013

Pioneer Award Documentary, Dr. Warren H. Stewart, 2011-2012
Documentary, “Stories from the Other Side-The African Tale” 2011-2012.

Pioneer Award Documentary, Dr. C.T. Wright, 2010-2011
Pioneer Award Documentary, Representative Cloves Campbell, 2009-2010


Pioneer Award Documentary, Judge Jean F. Williams, 2008-2009

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Invited

“Ananse Comes to Cameroon,” featured guest speaker at AfricAvenir Research Center, Douala, Cameroon, May 2012
“Storytelling and Writing Tasks in AP Language and Composition,” Association of International Schools in Africa Conference, Nairobi, Kenya, October 2011 

“Writing Portfolios in the AP Language and Composition Class,” Association of International Schools in Africa Conference, Nairobi, Kenya, October 2011
“From Story to Story I”, Association of International Schools in Africa Conference, Lusaka, Zambia, October 2009.

“From Story to Story II”, Association of International Schools in Africa Conference, Lusaka, Zambia, October 2009.

Refereed (sample)
“From Africa to America: the Storytelling Tradition” NCTE, Washington, D.C. November, 2014.

 “African American Pioneers of Arizona,” SOHA, April, 2014 

“Reaching Back, Moving Forward: Inquiry-based Instruction,” CEA, Baltimore, MD., March 2014
“Talking Brought Me Here,” Featured Session, CCCC, Indianapolis, IN, March 2014
“The Nature of Rhetoric and Composition Instruction in the High School Years: The AP Experience,” CEA, Savannah, GA, April 2013
“Searching for Essential Questions: Two Inquiry-based Frameworks for Teaching Analysis, Synthesis and Argument:,” NCTE, Nov. 2012.

“Forging New Gateways: The Womanist Leadership of St. Louis’ Marian Oldham, ” featured panel, CCCC, St. Louis, March 2012

“What's Your Position? Defining, Finding, and Creating Complexity in Argument” panel, NCTE, Chicago, Nov. 2011.

“The Transformative Power of Story: A Case Study,” NCTE, Chicago, Nov. 2011.
“Grandma's Hands”: How Age Implicates Rhetorical Relations,” featured panel, CCCC, Atlanta, GA, April 2011.

OTHER PRESENTATIONS (sample)
Presenter, “By the Time They Came to Phoenix: African American Cotton Pickers in Arizona,” AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, Casa Grande Public Library, May 2017.

Presenter, “A Story, A Story: African American Oral Tradition and Storytelling” AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, Gila Valley Multicultural Festival, April, 2017

Presenter, “A Story, A Story: African American Oral Tradition and Storytelling” AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, Safford City-Graham Library, April, 2017.

Presenter, “African American Pioneers in Arizona,” AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, The Museum of Casa Grande, February, 2017.  

Presenter, “By the Time They Came to Phoenix: African American Cotton Pickers in Arizona,” AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, Maricopa County Library-Litchfield Park, February, 2017.  

Presenter, “By the Time They Came to Phoenix: African American Cotton Pickers in Arizona,” AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, Eloy Santa Cruz Library, February, 2017. 
Presenter, “A Story, A Story: African American Oral Tradition and Storytelling,” AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, Hodel Library, Mohave Community College, Lake Havasu, AZ, March, 2017.

Presenter, “African American Pioneers in Arizona,” AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, Florence Community Library, February 2017

Presenter, Storytelling and Travel, Synchrony Financial, Phoenix, AZ, 02/17/2016.

Presenter, “African American Pioneers in Arizona,” Sedona Public Library, Sedona, AZ, AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, 02/10/2016

Presenter, “African American Pioneers in Arizona,” AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, Sun City Branch Library, 02/09/2016

Presenter, IGLE, Pendergast Elementary School Career Day, 01/29/2016

Presenter, “A Story A Story: African and African American Oral Tradition and Storytelling, Prescott Valley Public Library, AZ Speaks, Arizona Humanities, 01/23/2016.

Presenter, “African American Pioneers in Arizona,” Museum of Casa Grande, Casa Grande, AZ, Arizona Humanities Road Scholar, Feb. 2015

Presenter, African American Pioneers in Arizona,” Sierra Vista Public Library, Sierra Vista, AZ, Arizona Humanities Road Scholar, Feb. 2015

Presenter, “A Story, A Story,” Copper Queen Library, Bisbee, AZ, Arizona Humanities Road Scholar, June 2014 http://www.azhumanities.org/programs/azspeaks/
Presenter, “The Harp and Africa,” Life Paradigms Lecture Series, May 2014 

Presenter, “Many Rivers to Cross, talk back,” Northwest Regional Library, Surprise, February, 2014
Panelist, “Sudan in the World,” Sudan Studies Association Conference, ASU 2012

 “Academic Leadership: Bringing it Home,” Faculty Women’s Association (FWA), panelist Leadership Summit February, 2010.
 “A Story, A Story: African/African American Oral Tradition and Storytelling” Carnegie Center, Arizona State Library, February 2010.
“A Story, A Story” Cooper Queen Library, Bisbee, AZ, Arizona Humanities Council Scholar Presentation, February 2009.

GRANTS 

Grants Funded (External) 

“Stories from the Other Side,” Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program, $93,252.00, 2017-2018.

“Stories from the Other Side,” Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program, $89,465, 2014-2016
“Stories from the Other Side: The African Tale,” travel grant, Black Legacy Endowment Fund, $1500, 2011.

“Stories from the Other Side,” Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program, $73,340, 2010-2011.
 “Honoring Our African Legacy,” Black Legacy Endowment Fund, $2000, February 2010.

 “African Americans in El Mirage Oral History Project,” Arizona Humanities Council, $12,000, Nov. 2006- October 2007

Grants Funded (Internal)

NCUIRE team with Aleya Haro and Coiurtney Burgmann, “Telling Arizona” Fall, 2014
NCUIRE with Ernest Chakwera, Arizona’s African American Pioneers of the 20th Century, Summer 2014.
NCUIRE with Natasha Thomas-Manson, “It’s a Family Affair: Interviews with ASU West students, alumni, faculty and staff” 2012-2013.
“Stories from the Other Side: The African Tale-Production” SRCA Grant, ASU-W $4953.00, 2012-2013.

“Stories from the Other Side: The African Tale” SRCA Grant, ASU-W $4945.00, 2011-2012.

Grants (denied)

100,000 Strong in the Americas Innovations Fund, 2014

“Stories from the Other Side,” Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program, 2012-2014.

NEH Grant to Preserve and Create Access to Humanities Collection 2008-2009.

EDITORIAL REVIEW BOARDS

Reviewer, Oral Tradition Journal - Storytelling and Education, 2015-2016

Outside Reviewer, CCC, 2012-2017
Reviewer, Bedford/St. Martin, Race and Diversity: A Bedford Spotlight Reader, 2013 

State of Black Arizona, Vol. 2, 2008-2009

SERVICE

International

Reader Committee, Mandela Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders, 2014-present
External Reader for PhD Thesis Lakshmi  Bhupathiraju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, A.P., India. "THE MULTIFACETED ELEMENT IN TONI MORRISON'S FICTION - A STUDY " 2006

National

Conference on College Composition and Communications 

Chair, Ad Hoc Committee for Social Justice, Fall 2017 

CCCC Braddock Award Committee, 2014-2015

CCCC Chairs' Memorial Scholarship Selection Committee, 2012-2013.

Chair, 2010 CCCC Chairs' Memorial Scholarship Selection Committee, 2009-2010.

Nominating Committee, 2008-2009

Chair, (elected) 4 year term, Conference on College Composition and Communication, 2004-2008

National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)

Nominating Committee, 2008-2009

Task Force on Council History, NCTE 2007-2013

College Board/Educational Testing Service

Question Leader, College Board Advanced Placement English Language and Composition, Reading, Tampa, FL, 2016, 2017

Table Leader, College Board Advanced Placement, English Language and Composition, Reading, 2007-

Consultant and Workshop Leader, College Board, Advanced Placement, English Language and Composition, 1998
Chair, College Board Advanced Placement Development Committee, 2010-2014.

Consultant, AP English Language, Walton Summer Institute, Walton, GA, 2014, 2015

Consultant, AP English Language, Summer Institute Hawaii, 2013, 2014
Consultant, AP English Language, Summer Institute, Texas Christian University, 2011-2012

Member, College Board Advanced Placement Development Committee, 2007-2011.

Consultant, AP English Language, Summer Institute, Sacramento, CA July 2008, July 2010.
Other
Reader Committee of the Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders, IREX, 2014


Advisory Committee, MHIRT program, Florida A & M University, 2012-2013.


McGraw-Hill consultant—Freshman Composition Seminar—2009

McGraw-Hill consultant—Portfolio Assessment—2010
Community

Arizona Humanities, AZ Speaks presenter, 2015 - present

Member, Board of Directors, Life Paradigms, Inc.  2013-
Advisory Board, Blueprint for Womanhood, Inc., Phoenix, 2010-present

Advisory Panel, Center for Lost Boys, Phoenix, AZ 2012-2013

Consultant, Rites of Passage, Fatimah Halim, 2012-2013

Guest Speaker and MC, Delta Sigma Theta Annual Kwanzaa celebration, December, 2011, 2013
Keynote Speaker, Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, F. & A.M., 90th Anniversary and Annual Awards and Scholarship Banquet, Phoenix, AZ, May 1, 2010.

Arizona Humanities Council, Fellow, 2008-2013
Arizona State University

Keynote Speaker, African Student Association at ASU, “African Values, African Action” September 16, 2017

Study Abroad Faculty Advisory Committee 2014-

American Culture 101 Curriculum Team

Co-Team Leader Criterion 5, Higher Learning Commission, Accreditation team for ASU 2011-2013.

University Ombudsperson, 2009--

Faculty Women’s Association, Board Member, 2011-

Committee on Academic Freedom and Tenure, 2009-2012.

ASU at the West campus

Presenter on IGLE, Recruitment and Admissions Initiative, February 2017

Black History Month Coordinating Committee, 2000-present

Night of the Open Door, “Gumbo Demonstration,” February 2017

Road to the University Committee and presenter, November, 2017

Presenter, “My Life, My Career,” Road to the University, ASU, 12/04/2015

Road to the University, recruitment program, 2012-2015
Search Committee, Director SHARCS, 2013-2014
Chair, Ad Hoc Committee on Study Abroad, Fall 2013

Co-convener, “Road to the University” recruitment and outreach, 2011-2014
Presenter, West Valley Junior Excellence Awards, 2012

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

National Council Teachers of English/Conference on College Composition and Communication

International Oral History Association

Oral History Association

Modern Language Association

American Folklore Society

Association of Black Storytellers, Inc.

Michigan State University Alumni Association

MSU Black Alumni Association

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

References Available Upon Request

