Justin Bigos

4 Witt Pl, #2
Montpelier, VT 05602
(917) 538-3772

bigos.justin@gmail.com
EDUCATION                                                                                                                                             

University of North Texas, Denton, TX 

Doctoral program in English and Creative Writing

Coursework completed, 2011-2013
Warren Wilson College, Asheville, NC


Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing, 2008

Between Shifts, Poetry Thesis
Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA


Majored in History and Creative Writing, 1993-1999

Gender Studies Minor
EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE            
                                                                                           
Co-founder and Managing Editor of literary magazine Waxwing, 2013-current;


Poetry Editor, 2013-2021

Interviews Editor for the American Literary Review, 2011-2013

Editorial staff of the Oakland Review, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA, 1996-99; 

Fiction Editor, 1997-98 

PUBLISHING EXPERIENCE        
                                                                                           
Worked as Production Assistant at World Book, Inc., Chicago, IL, 2002-2003
TEACHING EXPERIENCE                                                                                                             
Vermont College of Fine Arts, Montpelier, VT

MFA Program in Writing & Publishing

Core Faculty, Fall 2018-Spring 2021

Thesis Seminar in Poetry and Creative Nonfiction


Cross-Genre Workshop


The Elegy

Arizona State University, Phoenix, Arizona

The Writers’ Studio (online)

Faculty Associate, Spring 2014-Spring 2015; Fall 2020-current


ENG 102: First-year Composition

Norwich University, Plainfield, VT
Department of English and Communications
Adjunct Faculty, Fall 2019-Sprig 2020

EN 101: Composition and Literature I

EN 102: Composition and Literature II
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona

Department of English

Lecturer in Creative Writing, Fall 2015-Spring 2018
Adjunct faculty in Creative Writing Faculty, Fall 2013-Spring 2015 

ENG 271: Introduction to Creative Writing: Poetry 

ENG 270: Introduction to Creative Writing: Fiction 

ENG 272: Introduction to Creative Writing: Creative Nonfiction

ENG 371: Intermediate Poetry Workshop 

ENG 471: Seminar in Poetry: The Persona Poem


ENG 507: Graduate Poetry Writing Workshop: Poetry Beyond the Self

ENG 607: Forms of Poetry 
University of North Texas, Denton, Texas

Department of Linguistics and Technical Communication 

Teaching Fellow, Fall 2011-Spring 2013 (five semesters including one summer)

Introduction to Technical Communication

Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College, Asheville, North Carolina

Department of English and Communication

Adjunct English Instructor, Spring 2010-Spring 2011 (four semesters including summer)

Expository Writing


Introduction to Literature

Part-time English Tutor, The Writing Center, Fall 2009-Spring 2011
Part-time Online English Tutor, The Writing Center, Fall 2010
University of North Carolina-Asheville, Asheville, North Carolina

Great Smokies Writing Program

Poetry Instructor, Spring 2010, Spring 2011 (two semesters)

An Unroofed Church: Mountain Poems from Appalachia to Ancient China

Five Ways to Love Your Lover: The Love Poem

Mars Hill College, Mars Hill, North Carolina

Department of English

Adjunct English Instructor, Fall 2010 (one semester)

Freshman Writing

TCI College, New York, New York

The Learning Center

Full-time English Tutor, Fall 2008-Spring 2009 (two semesters)
PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS OF POETRY                                                                                                                           

Mad River, Gold Wake Press (2017), finalist for the Poetry Foundation/Emily Dickinson Award
Twenty Thousand Pigeons (chapbook), iO Books (2014)
PUBLICATIONS: POETRY                                                                                                                           

“6/26/18” (from Fire Season), Matter (Feb 2020)
“6/27/18” (from Fire Season), Matter (Feb 2020)
“6/28/18” (from Fire Season), Matter (Feb 2020)
“6/30/18” (from Fire Season), Matter (Feb 2020)
“7/4/18” (from Fire Season), The Indianapolis Review (Summer 2019)

“There Will Be a Future,” Gold Wake Live (January 2018)

“Hood,” Gold Wake Live (January 2018)

“Late Twentieth Century in the Form of Litany,” Tupelo Quarterly (February 2017)

“Portrait of My Father as John Clare: Coon Cat’s Nest,” Forklift, Ohio (Winter 2016)

“Portrait of My Father as John Clare: Common Loon’s Nest,” Forklift, Ohio (Winter 2016)

“Portrait of My Father as John Clare: Skunk’s Nest,” North Dakota Quarterly (Winter 2016)

“Portrait of My Father as John Clare: Epithalamion,” North Dakota Quarterly (Winter 2016) 

“Midnight Peripatetic” (long poem: 10 pp.), Tinderbox Poetry Journal (Summer 2016)
“Portrait of My Father as John Clare: To an Infant Daughter,” RHINO (2016)

“Another Story About the Body,” Diode (Fall 2015)

“Feral,” Diode (Fall 2015)

“The Good Life,” Diode (Fall 2015) 

“Patron Saint,” Forklift, Ohio (Spring 2015)

“Oliver,” Forklift, Ohio (Spring 2015)

“Yes & No,” H_NGM_N (Spring 2014)

“Three Rooftops,” Driftless Review (Spring 2013)
“The Superintendent,” Four Way Review (Spring 2013)
“Three Rivers,” New England Review (Spring 2013)
“Prayer After Refusing to Pray,” New England Review (Spring 2013)
“Twenty Thousand Pigeons,” iO: A Journal of New American Poetry (May 2012)
“Saint Patrick’s Day, Chicago,” iO: A Journal of New American Poetry (May 2012)
“Gabriella from Hot Springs,” North Texas Review (Spring 2012)
“Pictures of Lisa,” Slice (Spring/Summer 2012)
“Oración por Tim Cook,” The Collagist (December 2010)
“Fassbinder,” Ploughshares (Spring 2010)
“Inis Oírr,” The Gettysburg Review (Spring 2009)
“For Dynamite,” La Fovea (November 2008)
“Nobody Lives in Times Square,” La Fovea (November 2008)
“Standing,” Inch (Spring 2008)
“Photograph of My Stepfather with Handguns,” The Minnesota Review (Fall 2006)
“To Egon Schiele, 1912, After His Imprisonment,” Agenda (UK) (Autumn/Winter 2005)
“Between Shifts,” NY Arts (March/April 2005)
“Untitled Film Still #4,” The Gettysburg Review (Summer 2002)
“While I’m Out,” The Gettysburg Review (Spring 2002)
“Photograph of My Parents Exchanging Vows,” The Gettysburg Review (Spring 2002)
“Empire,” Ploughshares (Winter 2000-01)
“Submerged,” Crazyhorse (Winter 2000)
“What We Invented,” The Seattle Review (Fall 2000)
“My Father’s Car,” Indiana Review (Fall/Winter 1999)
PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS OF FICTION                                                                                                                           

Double Clothesline (chapbook), PANK Books, forthcoming 2022
PUBLICATIONS: SHORT FICTION                                                                                                              
“Double Clothesline,” Cherry Tree (Spring 2019)

“Dallas,” Talking River (Spring 2018)

“Almond Milk,” Four Chambers (Fall 2017)

“Riverside Drive,” Indiana Review (Summer 2016)

“1982” (novella), The Seattle Review (Fall/Winter 2015-16)

“The Gas Man,” Memorious (July 2015)

“To the Management at IKEA,” Ninth Letter (Fall/Winter 2014-15)
“Fingerprints,” McSweeney’s 47 (September 2014)

PUBLICATIONS: ESSAY____________________________________
“Rid of It,” Southern Indiana Review (Winter 2016)

“Door to Door,” The Collagist (May 2015)
“1982, Revisited,” Bending Genre online (March 2014)
PUBLICATIONS: ANTHOLOGIES                                                                                                                                         

Poem “Thumbprint,” Clods of Southern Earth, forthcoming 2022
Story “Fingerprints,” The Best American Series: 14 Short Stories and Essays, Kindle Edition 
(Mariner Books, November 2015)
Story “Fingerprints,” The Best American Short Stories 2015, guest-edited by T.C. Boyle 
(Houghton Mifflin, October 2015)
Poems “Three Rivers,” “Yes & No,” and “Oración por Tim Cook,” The Narrow Chimney 
Reader, Vol. 1 (Spring 2015)
PUBLICATIONS: AUDIO & MOBILE READING APPS                                                                                                                

Story “Fingerprints” recorded and published (via Audible) on the McSweeney’s Channel

Story “Fingerprints” published as part of the New York Public Library’s “Subway Library” app
WRITING AWARDS                                                                                                                                         

Finalist, Poetry Foundation/Emily Dickinson Prize (awarded for a first book of poems by an 
author age forty or above), 2017
Finalist, 2017 Tupelo Prize in Poetry, poem “Late Twentieth Century in the Form of Litany”
Semifinalist, Crab Orchard Series in Poetry First Book Contest, 2016
Semifinalist, University of Akron Press First Book Contest, 2016
Story “The Gas Man” longlisted for the Wigleaf “Top 50 (Very) Short Fictions” 2016
Story “Fingerprints” nominated for the RCA Award in Creative/Artistic Work, Office of the 
Vice President for Research, Northern Arizona University, February 2016
Story “Fingerprints” nominated for the Viola Award in Storytelling, Flagstaff Council on the 
Arts, Flagstaff, AZ, January 2016
Novella “1982” nominated by The Seattle Review for the Pushcart Prize, 2015
Finalist, Larry Levis Post-Graduate Fellowship, Warren Wilson College, 2015
Finalist, The Collagist/Dzanc Books 2014 Chapbook Contest, for novella, “1982”

Nominated for Bread Loaf Tuition Scholarship, by Vievee Francis, 2014
Poem “Prayer After Refusing to Pray” nominated by New England Review for the Pushcart 


Prize, 2014
Poem “Three Rivers” nominated by New England Review for inclusion in anthology Best New 

Poets 2013
Voertman/Academy of American Poets Prize (judged by Paisley Rekdal) for poem “Three 


Rivers,” University of North Texas, 2013
Poems nominated by University of North Texas for inclusion in anthology Best New Poets 2012
Poem “Fassbinder” nominated by Ploughshares for inclusion in anthology Best New Poets 2011
Reader’s Choice Award for poem “Fassbinder,” Ploughshares, June 2010
Semifinalist, 2010 “Discovery”/Boston Review Poetry Contest
Poem “Inis Oírr” nominated by The Gettysburg Review for anthology Best New Poets 2009
Finalist, Larry Levis Post-Graduate Fellowship, Warren Wilson College, 2008
Poems “Empire” and “What We Invented” nominated by Jane McCafferty for Pushcart Prize, 

2001
1st Place, Pauline B. Adamson Award for Poetry, Carnegie Mellon University, 1999
1st Place, Pauline B. Adamson Award for Fiction, Carnegie Mellon University, 1998
3rd Place, National Society of Arts and Letters Literature Competition, Pittsburgh Chapter, 1998
PUBLICATIONS: ARTICLES                                                                                                                          

“Literary Boroughs #20: Denton, TX” (co-written with Kyle McCord), Ploughshares blog,
October 2012
PUBLICATIONS: REVIEWS                                                                                                                           

Review of The Brothers by Masha Gessen, Waxwing (Summer 2017)

Review of Textu by Fady Joudah, Waxwing (Summer 2015)
Review of Patriot by Laurie Saurborn Young, HTMLGIANT, June 2013
Review of Mezzanines by Matthew Olzmann, American Literary Review online, May 2013
PUBLICATIONS: INTERVIEWS                                                                                                                           

Interview with Heidi Czerwiec, Waxwing, Fall 2018
Interview with Rajiv Mohabir, The Rumpus, February 2018
Interview with Kara Candito, “Weekly Prose Feature,” 32 Poems online, September 2014
Interview with Tarfia Faizullah, Waxwing, Summer 2014
Interview with Vievee Francis, Waxwing, Fall 2013

Interview with Sean Thomas Dougherty, HTMLGIANT, October 2013
Interview with Jim Daniels, “Weekly Prose Feature” at 32 Poems, October 2013
Interview with Curtis Bauer, American Literary Review, June 2013
Interview with Kara Candito, American Literary Review, May 2013
Interview with Dana Levin, American Literary Review, February 2013
Interview with Sebastian Matthews, “Weekly Prose Feature” at 32 Poems online, February 2013
Interview with Kyle McCord, American Literary Review, January 2013
Interview with Matt Hart, American Literary Review, October 2012
Interview with Paul Otremba, American Literary Review, September 2012
Interview with Traci Brimhall, American Literary Review, September 2012
Interview with Matthew Olzmann, American Literary Review, August 2012
Interview with Nick Courtright, American Literary Review, August 2012
Interview with Dilruba Ahmed, American Literary Review, June 2012
Interview with Patrick Donnelly, American Literary Review, April 2012
Interview with C. Dale Young, American Literary Review, February 2012
Interview with Kristina Marie Darling, American Literary Review, February 2012
Interview with Luke Hankins, American Literary Review online, December 2011; reprinted as an 


afterward to Hankins’s anthology, Poems of Devotion (Wipf & Stock 2012)
Interview with Jynne Dilling Martin, American Literary Review, December 2011
Interview with Carl Phillips, American Literary Review, November 2011
Interview with Rose McLarney, American Literary Review, October 2011
Interview with Laurie Saurborn Young, American Literary Review, October 2011
Interview with Landon Godfrey, American Literary Review, September 2011
PUBLIC READINGS AND INTERVIEWS
                                                                                              
Read for the Vermont College of Fine Arts, Fall 2019

Read at Brier Books, Lexington, KY, March 2018

Interviewed by Word Play, Asheville FM radio, Asheville, NC, March 2018

Read at Flatiron Writers Room, Asheville, NC, March 2018
Interviewed by the Unspoken Word podcast, Charleston, SC, March 2018

Read for Good Juju Reading Series, Elliotborough Mini Bar, Charleston, SC, March 2018

Read at Writer’s Block Bookstore, Orlando, FL, March 2018
Read at Chez Faby, Tampa, FL, March 2018
Read and was interviewed at Sunnyside Radio KZSN 101.5 FM, Flagstaff, AZ, October 2017

Read at Northern Arizona Book Festival, Bright Side Bookstore, Flagstaff, AZ, October 2017

Read at Narrow Chimney Reading Series, Flagstaff, AZ, September 2017

Read at the Good Oak Series, Good Oak Bar, Tucson, AZ, Spring 2017

Read at Narrow Chimney Reading Series, Flagstaff, AZ, January 2015, September 2014, May 
2014, and November 2013
Read off-site for iO Books, AWP Seattle 2014
Read off-site for Kraken Reading Series, AWP Seattle 2014
Read off-site for iO/jellyfish/Interrupture, AWP Boston 2013
Read off-site for Kraken Reading Series, AWP Boston 2013
Read for the American Literary Review series, Denton, TX, October 2012
Read for the American Literary Review series, Denton, TX, September 2011
Read at Asheville Wordfest, Asheville, NC, May 2011
Read and was interviewed for Wordplay, Asheville FM, February 2011
Read for Juniper Bends series, Downtown Books and News, Asheville, NC, February 2011
Interviewed by Dilruba Ahmed for The Michigan Quarterly Review article, “AWP, For the Very 

First Time,” January 2011
Interviewed by The Collagist about poem “Oración por Tim Cook,” January 2011
Read for Writers at Home series, UNC-Asheville, Malaprop’s Bookstore, Asheville, NC, 

October 2010
Interviewed by Ploughshares for winning the Spring 2010 Readers’ Choice Award, June 2010.
Read for Flood Poetry series, Asheville, NC, April 2010
Read for the LMCC (Lower Manhattan Cultural Council), New York City, 2004.

Read for the Ear Inn Reading Series, New York City, 2003
READING SERIES EXPERIENCE
                                                                                           
Organized Kraken Reading Series reading at the Lilypad, AWP Boston 2013
Co-founded Kraken Reading Series, Denton, TX, 2012; Co-directed, 2012-2013
CONFERENCES                              
                                                                                           
AWP Tampa 2018, moderated panel “The Persona Poem,” with poets Gregory Pardlo, Tyehimba 

Jess, Vievee Francis, and Diane Seuss 
Northern Arizona Book Festival, presented on panel, “Online Literary Publishing,” as Co-editor 
of Waxwing, Flagstaff, AZ, 2016 
National Conference on Leadership and Diversity, organized and presented on panel, 
“Homelessness in Poetry, Fiction, and Creative Nonfiction,” NAU, Flagstaff, AZ, 
2016
NonfictioNOW Conference, presented on panel, “The Lyric Moment,” NAU, Flagstaff, AZ, 
2015 
Northern Arizona Book Festival, presented on panel, “Online Literary Publishing,” as Co-editor 
of Waxwing, Flagstaff, AZ, 2015
The Frost Place Conference on Poetry, Franconia, NH, 2015
AWP Minneapolis 2015, tabled and coordinated reading for Waxwing magazine
AWP Seattle 2014, organized and presented, “A Tribute to the Poetry of Raymond Carver”; 
presented, “A Tribute to Sherman Alexie”

AWP Boston 2013
AWP Chicago 2012
AWP Washington, DC, 2011
AWP Denver 2010
NYCLSA (New York College Learning Skills Association) conference on student retention in 


developmental education, Corning, NY, March 2009
WORKSHOPS                  











Accepted to and attended TILTS (Texas Institute of Literary and Textual Studies) Summer
Poetry Workshop (faculty: Gabrielle Calvocoressi and C.S. Giscombe), University of 

Texas-Austin, May 28-June 1, 2012
REFERENCES                  











Dr. Rita Banerjee, Director

VCFA, MFA in Writing & Publishing

Vermont College of Fine Arts

36 College Street
Montpelier, VT 05602
Rita.Banerjee@vcfa.edu
(866) 934-VCFA
Dr. Karen Renner, Associate Professor
Department of English 

Northern Arizona University

PO Box 6032
Flagstaff AZ 86011

Karen.Renner@nau.edu
(928) 523-6012
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