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_______________Education and Employment________________
Since November 2014 Postdoctoral Research Associate at the Institute of Human Origins, Arizona State University, USA
October 2014 PhD, Hebrew University of Jerusalem in collaboration with the Geological Survey of Israel.
2009 Diploma in Geosciences (equivalent to M.Sc.) at Eberhard Karls University of Tübingen, Germany

_____________________Research________________________
Paleoclimate of southern South Africa

Monitoring of present-day stable isotopic composition of rainfall: a 4-year data set of stable isotopic compositions of rainfall from Mossel Bay on the South Africa south coast attested a distinct seasonality. I was able to link this seasonality to shifts in the synoptic conditions causing rainfall. 
Analyzing stable isotopic composition of speleothems to reconstruct past climate and environments: High present-day climatic gradients in southwestern South Africa are likely to also have been present in past climates. The stable isotopic composition of speleothem from various areas around southwestern South Africa help me to shed light on these spatial differences and temporal variability or stability of climatic conditions. The winter rainfall dominated southwestern tip of South Africa appears to have had a very stable climate allowing for the evolution of the highly diverse flora of the Cape Floristic Region by minimizing extinction of old taxa. The central south coast has a similar vegetation, but under year-round rainfall. This region exhibits a more variable past climatic history with strong shifts of contributions from summer and winter rainfall. However a consistent humid climate allowed early anatomically modern humans to settle in this region and find refuge during interval when climates in the interior were more arid and hostile. 
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PAGES workgroup SISAL regional coordinator for Africa

Centre for Costal Paleosciences, Nelson Mandela University, Port Elizabeth, South Africa
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