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1. Stolzenberg, S. N. & Pezdek, K. (2013). Interviewing child witnesses: The effects of forced confabulation.
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Lyon, T. D. & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2014). Children’s memory for conversations about sexual abuse: Legal and
psychological implications. Roger Williams Law Review. https://docs.rwu.edu/rwu_LR/vol19/iss2/5

TECHNICAL REPORTS

Stolzenberg, S. N. (2020). Children’s allegations of sexual abuse in criminal trials: Assessing defense
attacks on credibility and identifying effective prosecution methods. Department of Justice.
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/254627.pdf

FEDERALLY FUNDED GRANTS

2019-2023 Standard Research Grant $200,000

PI: Stacia N. Stolzenberg (FP00016765) National Science Foundation
Title: “Did your mom help you remember?” Children’s Understanding of Indirect Attacks on Credibility

Using mixed-methods, this grant examines how children are subtly questioned about their credibility when
alleging abuse. To do so, the research team will examine how children are questioned in recent cases and then
conduct laboratory experiments to assess the utility of current practices, as well as viable alternatives.

2017-2022 RO1
PI: Thomas D. Lyon (IROIHDO087685-01A1) $2,921,325
National Institute of Health
Title: Facilitating Completeness in Children’s Maltreatment Disclosures
Subawards to Dr. Stolzenberg as ASU, Dr. Jodi Quas at UCI, and Dr. Steven Clark at UCR
ASU subaward amount across grant period: $426,323.

This grant combines field observational research, laboratory experimental research, and field experimental
research in an attempt to identify the most successful child interviewing approaches.

2017-2019  Early Career Program in the Social & Behavioral Sciences $149,857
PI: Stacia N. Stolzenberg (2016-R2-CX-0050) National Institute of Justice

Title: Children’s Allegations of Sexual Abuse in Criminal Trials: Assessing Defense Attacks on Credibility
and Identifying Effective Prosecution Methods

This grant examines recent cases of child sexual abuse prosecuted in Maricopa County, Arizona. Children’s
criminal trial testimonies are systematically examined to assess how children’s credibility is established and
questioned, with a particular focus on how children respond to attorney questioning.
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2018 College of Public Service & Community Solutions Grant $15,000
PI: Stacia N. Stolzenberg Arizona State University

Title: Did the nice policemen help you remember? Children’s Understanding of Indirect Attacks on

Credibility

This grant funds pilot data collection, both in the laboratory and in the field, to assess how children can

understand subtle attacks on credibility. Co-investigators include Dr. Angela Evans at Brock University.

2013 Postdoctoral Scholar Research Grant $25,000
PI: Stacia N. Stolzenberg University of Southern California

Title: Interviewing Children about Sexual Abuse

The goal of this project was to question children suspected of being sexually abused, and their caretakers,
about potential influences on children’s disclosures. The findings furthered understanding of the dynamics of
sexual abuse, disclosure, and the decision-making process underlying legal intervention.

TEACHING GRANTS
2020-2021  Office of the University Provost $5,000
PIs: Kevin Wright & Stacia Stolzenberg Arizona State University

Title: Launching Learning: Reimagining “Syllabus Day”

This grant is for an inclusive pedagogy intervention. In many traditional college classes, the first day (or
module for online) is dedicated to procedural agreements, via covering the syllabus. We are working to
reimagine this introduction with some of the faculty in our unit. We want faculty and students to see the first
day of class (or first module for online learners) as launching learning, by engaging students through various
instructional methods that can help increase experiential learning and interest in the course from the outset.

SELECT PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED TALKS

Stolzenberg, S. N. (2025). Distinguished Speaker Invited Talk: Effective Interviews of Alleged Victims of
Child Sexual Abuse. Western Psychological Association.

Stolzenberg, S. N. (2025). Choice Architecture in Police Investigations: Effective Interviews of Alleged
Victims of Child Sexual Abuse. Academy for Justice, Arizona State University.

Stolzenberg, S. N. & Garcia-Johnson, A. (2019). Jury questions in criminal cases of alleged child sexual
abuse. American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA.

Stolzenberg, S. N. (2019) Roundtable Presenter: Questioning kids: Improving children’s self-report in
scientific research. Society for Research in Child Development, Baltimore, MD.

Stolzenberg, S. N., Morse, S., Haverkate, D., & Garcia-Johnson, A. (2019). Differentiating between attorneys’
option-posing questions: Questioning children in recent U.S. cases. American Psychology-Law Society,
Portland, OR.

Stolzenberg, S. N. (2019). Chair for symposium. Beyond the child’s allegation: How to elicit forensically
relevant details. American Psychology-Law Society, Portland, OR.
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Stolzenberg, S. N., Morse, S., Haverkate, D., & Garcia-Johnson, A. (2019). How prosecutors and defense
attorneys assess children’s credibility in cases of alleged sexual abuse. Western Society of Criminology,
Oahu, HL.

Stolzenberg, S. N. (2018). Discussant for Symposium. Children’s Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse in
Criminal Trials. American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA.

Stolzenberg, S. N., McWilliams, K., Williams, S., & Lyon, T. D. (2018). Children’s recall memory for
conversations with an adult transgressor and an interviewer. American Psychology-Law Society,
Memphis, TN.

Stolzenberg, S. N., Morse, S. J. & Haverkate, D. (2017). Questioning children about sexual abuse allegations
in criminal trials: Current practices in recent cases. American Society of Criminology, Philadelphia, PA.

Stolzenberg, S. N., McWilliams, K. & Lyon, T. D. (2017). Children’s understanding of spatial language and
the diagnosticity of forensically relevant spatial language tasks. American Psychology-Law Society,
Seattle, WA.

Stolzenberg, S. N., Andrews, S. J., Morse, S. & Lyon, T. D. (2016). Criminal trials investigating claims of
child sexual abuse: Impeaching children through prior inconsistent statements. 7he American Society of
Criminology, New Orleans, LA.

Stolzenberg, S. N., McWilliams, K. & Lyon, T. D. (2016). The effects of varying directness and a hypothetical
putative confession on children’s accurate disclosures. International Investigative Interviewing
Research Group, London, England.

Stolzenberg, S. N. (2016). Symposium Chair. Children’s disclosures: Overcoming reluctance, understanding
recantation, and promoting clarity. American Psychology-Law Society, Atlanta, GA.

Stolzenberg, S. N. & Lyon, T. D. (2016). The hypothetical putative confession and increasing children’s
accurate disclosures of adult transgressions. American Psychology-Law Society, Atlanta, GA.

Stolzenberg, S. N. (2015). Symposium Chair. The effects of interview instructions, question type, and
interviewer supportiveness on children’s reports. American Psychology-Law Society, San Diego, CA.

Stolzenberg, S. N. & Lyon, T. D. (2015). The consistency and accuracy of children’s reports of an adult
transgression across multiple interviews. American Psychology-Law Society, San Diego, CA.

Stolzenberg, S. N., & Lyon, T. D. (2014). Children’s ability to accurately recall prior conversations with
alleged suspects and prior disclosure recipients. International Investigative Interviewing Research
Group, Lausanne, Switzerland.

Stolzenberg, S. N., & Lyon, T. D. (2014). “Were your clothes on, off, or something else?”” Young children’s
competencies and potential difficulties with prepositions in forensic, criminal, and laboratory
interviews. International Investigative Interviewing Research Group, Lausanne, Switzerland.
Stolzenberg, S. N., Lyon, T. D., Phillips, C., & Mascia, J. (2014). “She told me, ‘What happened?’” Young
children’s misuse of the verbs “ask” and “tell” in the lab and in court. American Psychology-Law Society,
New Orleans, LA.

Stolzenberg, S. N., Lyon, T. D., Weinstein, R., Mireles, L., & Younger, B. (2014). Young children’s
understanding of prepositions and clothing placement in courts and in the lab. American Psychology-
Law Society, New Orleans, LA.

Stolzenberg, S. N. & Lyon, T. D. (2013). Courtroom Conversations about Child Sexual Abuse. American
Psychology-Law Society, Portland, OR.
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