NANCY L. DALLETT
Nancy Dallett is a public historian with 25 years of experience. She is Assistant to the Director of the new initiative at Arizona State University, the Office for Veteran and Military Academic Engagement (OVMAE). OVMAE builds bridges among civilian, military, and academic cultures to increase the academic success of students who served in the military. In collaboration with the Pat Tillman Veterans Center and multiple academic disciplines, it develops projects through the humanities and arts to break down barriers and make connections for listening and learning. It supports research and teaching and service to understand the all volunteer force and post 9-11 consequences and costs. 

Dallett is also principal of Projects in the Public Interest, a public history consulting firm, which synthesizes the academic fields of history, art, archaeology, geologic and environmental sciences, as well as historic preservation and social issues for presentation to general and targeted public audiences. She works collaboratively to engage people via various delivery methods, including exhibits, events, trails and trail signage, print publications, and digital media. As a public historian she has worked to ensure that good history supports a diverse array of local projects in museums and websites as well as interpretive signage in National Parks and Monuments and along the Salt River Valley canals, ditches, and laterals. All her work aims to diversify perspectives, reveal significance, and explore memory and place. 
PAST POSITIONS & PUBLIC HISTORY PROJECTS 
Arizona State University School of Historical, Philosophical, and Religious Studies, Public History Program, Assistant Director, Academic Associate
Tempe, AZ 2001-2014
Principal Investigator for National Park Service studies, including:   
Trail Signage Exhibit Planning and Design for five National Monuments 
(Tuzigoot, Montezuma Castle, Montezuma Well, Sunset Crater, and Wupatki)
Historic Resource Study, Casa Grande Ruins National Monument
Historic Resource Study, Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site
Historic Resource Study, Petrified Forest National Park
Historic Resource Study, Flagstaff Area National Monuments (including Wupatki, Sunset Crater, and Walnut Canyon National Monuments)
Cultural Landscape Inventories for Bright Angel Trail Corridor at Grand Canyon 
National Park and Victoria Mine at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
Determination of Eligibility and Historic Register Nominations for Casa Grande Ruins National Monument and the North Rim Entrance Road Corridor of the Grand Canyon National Park
Lifeways Study for Aztec Ruins National Monument
Ethnographic Literature Review for Mesa Verde National Park
Land Use and Natural History Study of the Tavasci Marsh for Tuzigoot National 
Monument
A History of Pawning, "Pawn: A Misunderstood Traditional Trading Practice” for Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site
Canal Heritage Signage
Salt River Project
Tempe, AZ
Interpretive Planner and Writer of signage system for Bureau of Reclamation-constructed and SRP-owned and operated and managed canals in the Salt River Valley.  Collaborating with graphic designer Marie Jones of Ideahouse and SRP Research Archive staff to create a series of 25 signs installed on the SRP canal banks to interpret the landscape, suggest significance, and inform canal users about the history and technology of the 130-mile canal system.  2006 to the present
Scottsdale Story Tour
Papago Salado Association Cultural Heritage Tourism Project
Public Historian and Arizona Humanities Council Scholar for supervising the research, writing, and production of 80 one-minute stories that range from personal recollections to those that recount historic milestones on 20 sites to engage residents and tourists in informal storytelling and learning about Scottsdale and Phoenix history. Spring & Summer 2011
Arizona City Management Association
Life Member Oral History Project
Phoenix, AZ
Oral Historian to document the experience and expertise of Arizona city and town managers from 1950 to the present. The collective documentation is the only of its kind to reflect the history of city government throughout the state from 1950 to the present.  2005 to the present
TRAILS, CANALS, and RIVERBANK PUBLIC HISTORY PROJECTS  2000-2010
Portals and Loops
Phoenix, Scottsdale, and Tempe, AZ
Interpretive Planner, Writer for an 11-mile recreational corridor along the banks of the Arizona and Crosscut Canals through the Papago Salado area, linking three cities. Nearing completion June 2011.
Verrado Trails:  People, Place, Community
Buckeye, Arizona
Interpretive Planner, Public Historian, and Writer for Coffman Studios for interpretive plan for hiking trails. 
City of Tempe Papago/Crosscut Canal Master Plan and Path Design
Tempe, Arizona
Public Historian, Interpretive Planner, Writer for Carter & Burgess, Inc. 
Synthesized the geologic, botanic, archaeologic, and historic interpretive 
opportunities along the Crosscut Canal. 
Canal Corridor Association
Chicago, Illinois
Interpretive Planner for American History Workshop.  Developed visitor scenarios and experience for 5 of the 14 canal towns along the 120-mile Illinois & Michigan 
Canal (Origins Park in Chicago, Lockport, Morris, Joliet, and LaSalle). The Illinois & Michigan Canal Corridor is the nation’s first designated heritage corridor.
Agua Fria Watercourse Master Plan
Maricopa County Flood Control District 
Public Historian for Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. Studied the cultural 
significance and proposed interpretive opportunities for the Agua Fria River through the cities of Avondale, Glendale, Peoria, Phoenix, and Surprise, and the towns of El Mirage and Youngtown, AZ
PUBLIC ART AND PUBLIC HISTORY MASTER PLANNING PROJECTS 2000-2010
Regarding Calgary: Public Art in Context 

Public Historian and Writer for public art policy and program review and master 
plan for the city of Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 
Primed to Plan, A Cultural Inventory
Peoria, Arizona
Researcher, Writer of inventory of cultural and historical assets and deficits as 
perceived by policy makers and City staff.

 PASA, Public Art San Antonio
 San Antonio, Texas
Interpretive Planner, Public Historian, and Writer for Gail M. Goldman 
Associates, Public Art Planning & Project Management and Freeman/Whitehurst Group for public art master plan.  
 Civic Arts/Artes Civicas 
 El Paso, Texas 
Public historian, Writer for Freeman-Whitehurst Group for public art master plan.  
Indianapolis Public Art Master Plan
Indianapolis, Indiana
Public historian, Writer for Freeman-Whitehurst Group for a public art 
master plan and an ordinance for public art and public history for the Indianapolis Arts Council. 
Emphasizing Identity
Arizona State University
Tempe, Arizona
Historian, Planner, and Writer for Freeman-Whitehurst Group.  Researched 
campus history, character, organization and drafted the first university campus public art master plan.
Imagine Mesa: The Public Art Master Plan
Mesa, Arizona
Historian, Planner, and Writer for Freeman Whitehurst Group. Researched 
character, history, and urban form of the City of Mesa.
Resonant Journey
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Historian, Planner, and Writer for Freeman-Whitehurst Group.  Researched railway history, labor, and community character for the Greenway Corridor, a four-mile rails-to-trails public art project through the heart of the city.
Tumbleweed Ranch
Chandler, Arizona 
Program Planner for City of Chandler Parks and Recreation for a 20-acre section of new 154-acre regional park. Assembled an Advisory Board of farmers, educators, agricultural literacy specialists.  Research and interpretive planning resulted in educational and experiential objectives, crop and animal layout, buildings and activities plan.  
City of Chandler
Chandler, Arizona
Master Planner, Public Historian, and Writer. Researched, developed, and wrote a Public History Master Plan for the City of Chandler.  Facilitator for the Community Services Department to create a shared vision of the potential, value, and use of 
museums, regional parks, and the integration of public history into the fabric of one of the fastest growing cities in the nation.  
EXHIBITS, ORAL HISTORY, MEMORIALS, AND OTHER PUBLIC HISTORY PROJECTS     
Preserve America Project 
Cultural Tourism Plan
Scottsdale, Arizona
Public Historian for Lord Cultural Resources to design define, design, and create a cultural inventory and heritage tourism plan for the City of Scottsdale, the Papago Salado Association, and the Salt River-Maricopa Indian Community.  
Midtown Museum District Neighborhood Association History Project
Phoenix, AZ
Public Historian and Arizona Humanities Council Scholar for supervising the research, writing, and documentation of the formative years and current significance of Phoenix’s midtown district, including public participation in a “scanning Saturday” to collect documents and stories in an effort to engage residents and tourists in informal learning about Phoenix history.
National Park Service
Researcher/Writer of At the Confluence of Change, an administrative history of 
Tonto National Monument, published by Western National Parks Association, 2008.
Tovrea Castle and Carraro Gardens
Phoenix, AZ

Interpretive Master Planner for City of Phoenix Historic Preservation Office.  

Researched and wrote an interpretive plan to shape the transition from an iconic off-limits monument to an active and imaginative part of the community.
New-York Historical Society
New York City, New York 
Interpretive Planner and Writer for American History Workshop. Research 
and planning for core exhibits and visible collections study storage for the Henry Luce III Center for the Study of American Culture.
Arizona 9-11 Memorial Commission
Office of the Governor, State of Arizona
Public Historian for Arizona Commission on the Arts. Researched and documented    the reactions and contributions of Arizonans to 9-11 as well as the impacts of 9-11 on Arizona. Collaborated with artists commissioned to create the 9-11 Memorial for the Capital Mall Area, Wesley Bolin Plaza, Phoenix, AZ.   
Morrison Institute
Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ
Research and Writing for A Place for Arts and Culture in Maricopa County for the Maricopa County Regional Arts and Culture Task Force and for an arts and culture component of publication, How Does Arizona Compare?
  
Governors Island National Monument
New York, New York
Research Historian for National Park Service and Organization of American 
Historians. Researched and wrote portions of a Historic Resource Survey for the 
National Park Service site.
North Mountain Interpretive Center
Phoenix, AZ
Interpretive Planner for North Mountain Interpretive Center, an environmental learning center to increase awareness of desert geology, archaeology, history, ecology.
Moving Waters: The Colorado River & The West
Phoenix, AZ
Project Coordinator for Arizona Humanities Council. Seven western humanities councils (Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming) that use the Colorado River explored regional history; the law of the river; literary arts inspired by the river; and social, environmental, and economic issues related to the river and its tributaries. Project director for a six-part radio documentary, a 16-panel traveling exhibit; and a web site. Funded by National Endowment for the Humanities and the Ford Foundation.
Shema! Arizona
Phoenix, Arizona
Project Director for Library Sciences Technology Grant awarded to the Arizona 
Jewish Historical Society. Collaborative project with Arizona State University Libraries for preservation and web site access to an oral history collection.  (Shema is Hebrew for listen.) 
PREVIOUS POSITIONS
Museum Department Head, Arizona Historical Society, Tempe, AZ
March 1994-January 1998
Museum Department Head. Interpretive planner and curator for museum exhibits on 19th and 20th century Arizona. Supervised staff collections manager, registrar, curatorial assistants, researchers, and contract historians and exhibit producers for permanent and temporary exhibits.  
NL Dallett Productions, Inc., New York 
1974-1994 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Ellis Island Oral History Project   
Project Director. National oral history project with 260 people who immigrated through or worked on Ellis Island between 1892-1954.  Con​ducted interviews in 17 states to reflect immi​gra​tion ex​periences of people from 32 nations. The combined results of these interviews and 7,800 pages of transcripts form the most complete documentation of 20th century American immigration and are featured in The Ellis Island Museum of Immigration and the Statue of Liberty Museum. 
Bellevue Hospital/New York University Oral History Project  
Project Director.  Oral history of the Pediatrics Department as a case study on the evolution of the American hospital, pediatrics, public health, and epidemic diseases.   
Television and Radio Productions
         Associate Producer 
The Territory of Art, a 13-part radio series for NPR commis​sioned by the Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art, produced by Steve Rathe; The Writer's World: E.L. Doctorow and the American Myth, a WGBH documentary for PBS series on Ameri​can writers, produced by Nancy Porter Productions; The Impossible H.L. Mencken, a WGBH docudrama for PBS produced by Nancy Porter Productions; Ulysses, an annual live 18-hour satellite broadcast for NPR of a dramatization of James Joyce's opus on Bloomsday (June 16) produced by Larry Josephson; and Legacy, an 8-part television series on the patterns of ancient civilization pro​duced by RKO/WHYY for PBS.  
WHYY-TV and WUHY-FM
PBS and NPR in Philadelphia, PA
Associate Producer for on-air membership and fund raising drives.  Associate 
producer for four weeks each year of live television and six weeks each year of live radio. 
EDUCATION
Master of Arts in History, Public History Program, New York University Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 1987.  
Bachelor of Arts, Antioch College, Center for Social Research and Ac​tion, 1973.
SELECT BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEE and NON PROFIT SERVICE 
Current

City of Scottsdale appointment to Desert Discovery Center Committee 

City of Scottsdale appointment to Public Art Master Plan Advisory Board

Discovery Triangle: Arts, Culture and Entertainment Expert Group
Recent

City of Scottsdale appointment to Historic Preservation Commission

La Ruta de Sonora Ecotourism Association

Museum Committee, Plotkin-Culver Street Synagogue

Consultant, Jewish Family and Children’s Services 75th Anniversary 
Public history presentations, references, available upon request
Most meaningful professional award:
Fellowship at Stanford University's Bill Lane Center for the Study of the American West
Most meaningful personal/professional award:
By the Graduate Students of Public History for the Noel J. Stowe Graduate Mentor Award
May 4, 2011
