Catherine O’Donnell 
School of Historical, Philosophical, and Religious Studies

Arizona State University

Tempe, AZ 85287-4302

codonnell@asu.edu                 480-727-4036
RESEARCH INTERESTS: Early America, Atlantic World, Catholicism, Religion, Literature

EDUCATION:
PhD, History, University of Michigan, 1998

B.A., Majors in American Studies (summa cum laude) and Spanish, Amherst College, 1989

PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS
Associate Professor of History, Arizona State University, 2008-
Assistant Professor of History, Arizona State University, 2001-2008
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture-National Endowment for the Humanities Postdoctoral Fellow, College of William and Mary, 1998-2000
BOOKS:
Elizabeth Seton: American Saint (Three Hills imprint of Cornell University Press, 2018)
Men of Letters in the Early Republic: Cultivating Forums of Citizenship, published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture by the University of North Carolina Press, 2008 
Narrative History of the Jesuits in the American Colonies and the United States, under contract, expected submission of manuscript 2019, Brill  
REFEREED ARTICLES:
“Many customs and manners”: Transatlantic Influences in the Life and Work of Elizabeth Seton,” U.S. Catholic Historian (2018) 36.3: 29-50.
“John Carroll and the Origins of the American Catholic Church,” William and Mary Quarterly (2011) 68.1: 101-126.

“Elizabeth Seton: Dissent and Collaboration in a North Atlantic Church,” U.S. Catholic Historian (2011) 29.1: 1-18.
“Literature and Politics in the Early Republic: Views from the Bridge,” Journal of the Early Republic (2010) 30.2: 279-292.
“Theft and Counter-Theft: Joseph Plumb Martin’s Revolutionary War,” Early American Literature (2006): 41.3 515-534.

“’He Summons Genius…to his Aid’: Letters, Partisanship, and the Making of the Farmer’s Weekly Museum, 1795-1800,” Journal of the Early Republic (2003) 23(4): 545-571.  

“Elihu Hubbard Smith’s “The Institutions of the Republic of Utopia,” Early American Literature (2000) 35(3):  294-336. 
 BOOK CHAPTERS

 “Jesuits in the American Colonies and the United States, 1700-1899,” Jesuit Historiography Online, Robert Maryks, ed., (Institute of Advanced Jesuit Studies/Brill, 2016)
“British-Atlantic Catholicism in the Age of Revolution and Reaction,” The British Atlantic, Michael Meranze and Saree Makdisi, eds., (University of Toronto Press 2015), 87-112

“John Carroll, the Catholic Church, and the Society of Jesus in Early Republic America,” in Jesuit Survivals and Restoration: A Global history, 173-1900, eds. Robert Maryks and Jonathan Wright (Brill, 2014), 370-387. 

“John Carroll, Joseph Dennie, and the Quest for a Limited Authority,” in Public Intellectuals in the Early American Republic (Heidelberg Press, 2013), 39-52.

“Republican Letters,” The Oxford Handbook of the American Revolution, Edward Gray and Jane Kamensky (Oxford University Press, 2013), 519-539.

.

“Teaching the Survey in Continental Perspective,” written with Angelika Sauer, in Migrants and Migration in Modern North America:  Cross-Border Life Courses, Labor Markets, and Politics in Canada, the Caribbean, Mexico, and the United States, edited by Dirk Hoerder and Nora Faires, (Duke University Press, 2011)

INVITED RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS (since tenuring)

 Seminar in American Religion, Cushwa Center for the Study of American Catholicism, Discussion of Elizabeth Seton: American Saint, University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana (forthcoming, March 2019)
DeAndreis-Rosati Memorial Archives Lecture, “Elizabeth Seton,” DePaul University, Chicago, Illinois (forthcoming, January 2019)

Plenary Address, “Elizabeth Seton in Maryland,” American Catholic Historical Association Spring Meeting, Emmitsburg, MD (April 2018)

“Saint Elizabeth Seton: A Reading Life,” Hesburgh Library, University of Notre Dame, south Bend, Indiana  (March 2017)

“A Convert in New York,” Ramonat Seminar, Chicago-Loyola (September 2015)

Jesuit Restoration Seminar, Institute for Advanced Jesuit Studies, Boston College, Macau, China (October 2014)

Transatlantic Catholicism and Culture - University of Notre Dame Seminar, Rome, Italy (June 2014)

Republics of Benjamin Rush, McNeil Center for Early American Studies Conference, Dickinson College, Pennsylvania (March 2014)

William and Mary Quarterly – Early Modern Studies Institute at University of Southern California Seminar, “Early American Biography,” Huntington Library (May 2012);  quoted participant in Annette Gordon Reed, “Writing Early American Lives as Biography,” William and Mary Quarterly 71:4 (October 2014), 491-516
“Dissent in Letters and Spirit,” Modernization and Literary Authority, University of Heidelberg, Germany, (July 2009)
 “Creating an American Catholic Church in the Early Republic,” UCLA- Clark Library British Atlantic Seminar (April 2009)

SELECTED PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT (since tenuring)
Backstory: The Podcast of the Virginia Humanities Council (a featured book in March 2019, forthcoming)
Ben Franklin’s World: The Podcast of the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture  (a featured book in spring 2019, forthcoming) 

The Legacy of Elizabeth Seton, The Conversation, 11 January 2019
A Biographer's Dilemma: Can we Make Arguments out of Lives? Uncommon Sense: The blog of the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture (Fall 2018)

Elizabeth Seton and Me: Or, How I Almost Wrote a Book about a Saint without Mentioning God  The Junto: A Blog on Early America (Fall 2018)

The Life of Elizabeth Seton: An Interview with Catherine O'Donnell The Gotham Center for New York City History (Fall 2018)

An American Saint The Way of Improvement Leads Home Podcast, Episode 42 (Fall 2018)

Elizabeth Seton and the Ethics of Conversion, Chautauqua Institute, Chautauqua, NY
 (July 2017)

BRIEF INVITED ESSAYS AND BOOK REVIEWS (since tenuring):

Review of Jonathan Israel, The Expanding Blaze: How the American Revolution Ignited the World, 1775-1848, Journal of Southern History, (2018) 84.4: 972-4.

Review of Carol Cornwall Madson, Emmeline B. Wells: An Intimate History (forthcoming, Journal of Mormon History, 2019)
Uncomfortable Friends: Revising the American Jesuits Review of John McGreevy, American Jesuits and the World, L.A. Review of Books, April, 2017 

Review Essay on Heather A. Haveman, Magazines and the Making of America: Modernization, Community, and Print Culture, 1741-1860, Business History Review (2017) 91.4: 377-382. 

Review of Jenna Marie Gibbs, Performing the Temple of Liberty, Early American Literature (2016) 51.1, 192-197. 

Review of Margaret Sumner, Collegiate Republic, Journal of the Early Republic (2015) 35.3 (2015), 503-505
Review of Cornelius Buckley, Stephen Larigaudelle Dubuisson, S.J. (1786-1864) and the Studies Journal of Jesuit Studies  (2015) 2.1: 123-126

Review of Karen A. Weyler, Empowering Words: Outsiders and Authorship in Early 
Journal of the Early Republic (Summer 2014), 295-297 
Review of Eric Schlereth, An Age of Infidels: The Politics of Religious Controversy in the United States  (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013), Reviews in History  (April 2014) 
But, That’s Just not True!” Review of Ellen Bryson, The Transformation of Benjamin Fortuno, Commonplace.org (website of the American Antiquarian Society) December 2011

Review of Carolyn Eastman, A Nation of Speechifiers: Making an American Public after the Revolution (University of Chicago Press),  The Journal of American History (2010) 97(2):499.
Review of Sarah Knott, Sensibility and the American Revolution (University of North Carolina Press) Journal of Southern History (2010) 76(3):695-6.
GRANT PARTICIPATION AND FELLOWSHIPS (since tenuring)

Participant (not investigator) in “Religion, Journalism, and Democracy,” funded by Luce Foundation, granted through the Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict, ASU (2018)

ASU Lincoln Center for Applied Ethics Fellow, 2016-17

Participant (not investigator) in “Global Citizenship,” funded by Luce Foundation, granted through the Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict, ASU (2015-17)

ASU Provost’s Humanities Fellow, 2015-16

Principal Investigator, East meets SouthWest: American History for Mesa Public School Teachers (2009-2013) ($5,500)

Vincentian Institute, Depaul University Research Grant ($2000) 2008

Cushwa Center for the Study of American Catholicism, University of Notre Dame, Research Grant ($2500) 2008

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (since tenuring)
Presenter, “Can we Teach Saints’ Lives in Public High Schools (and should we?)” Arizona Council of History Educators annual conference, Tempe, AZ (August 2018)
Presenter, The Politics of Conversion, Newberry Library-Center for Renaissance Studies, Chicago, IL, September 2017

Presenter, Round Table, Cultural History, A Retrospective, Omohundro Institute of Early American History 20th Annual Conference, Ann Arbor, MI, June 2017

Commenter, “The Consequences of the French Revolution for American Catholicism,” Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, Charleston, SC, February 2017 

Roundtable, “The Grass is Greener Where You Water It: Growing the History Major,” American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Denver, January 2017

Roundtable, Reforming the History Major, American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta, January 2016

Participant in Undergraduate Education Charrette, American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta, January 2016

“Misery as Institutional Strategy: William Dubourg and the Catholic Church,” Paper presented at the American Studies Association Annual Conference, Toronto, October 2015

Comment on “Women’s Literary Networks,” OIEHC/SEA joint biennial conference, Chicago, July 2015

“Creating an Integrated K-16 Teaching Environment in Arizona,” with Lauren Harris and Nancie Lindblom, Teaching History: Fostering Historical Thinking Across the K-16 Curriculum,” University of California-Berkeley, May 2015

Comment, Catholicism and the Early Republic Panel, American Catholic Historical Association, American Historical Association Annual meeting, January 2015

Teaching American History: What Limits to Celebration? Arizona Council of History Educators, Mesa, AZ, August 2014

“Loretto as an Experimental Catholic Community,” American Catholic Historical Association Winter Meeting, January 2012

Comment, “Warring for America” Conference sponsored by the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture and the Library of Congress, Washington, DC, March 2011
“Print Culture,” Conference on the American Revolution, Newbury Library, Chicago, IL

February 2011

Roundtable, Three Recent Books on Early American Friendship, American Studies Association Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX, November, 2010
Comment on “Selling Books, Spreading News, Seeking Readers: Print-Culture Networks in Early America,” American Historical Association annual convention, San Diego, January, 2010

“John Carroll, Elizabeth Seton, and the Early Republican Church” American Catholic Historical Association spring meeting at the American  Historical Association annual convention, San Diego, January, 2010

“Elizabeth Seton and the Filicchi Family of Livorno,” Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association annual meeting, Albuquerque, New Mexico, August, 2009

“Dissent in Letters and Spirit,” Conference on Modernization and Literary Authority, University of Heidelberg, July, 2009
“Catholicism and the New Nation: Paths Not Taken,” American Catholic Historical Association, Philadelphia, PA April 2009

“Creating an American Catholic Church in the Early Republic,” UCLA- Clark Library British Atlantic Conference, April, 2009

SELECTED SERVICE (external to the university, since tenuring)
Certified in Effective College Instruction, Association of College and University Educators and the American Council on Education (2018)

Member, Scholarly Editing Grant Review Panel, National Historical Publications and Records Commission, 2017-2018 
Member, Fellowship Review Panel, National Endowment for the Humanities – Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture Postdoctoral Fellowship (2017-8) 

Member, Grant Review Panel, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institutes (2015)

Chair, Merle Curti Prize (Social History and Intellectual History prizes) Organization of American Historians, 2015-2016

American Historical Association Tuning Committee, Arizona State University representative, 2015-2017

Member and chair, Norris and Carol Hundley Book Prize committee, Pacific Coast Branch, American Historical Association 2009-2011

Referee of manuscript submissions for: Journal of Social History, Journal of the Early Republic, William and Mary Quarterly, Gender and History, Cornell University Press, Cambridge University Press, University of North Carolina Press: Omohundro Institute imprint
Judge and Mentor in We the People and National History Day competitions, 2009-2018

Lecturer/Mentor in Deer Valley, Creighton, and Mesa Public Schools Teaching American History Grants, Phoenix, AZ , 2009-2012

Lecturer on Early American History, Osher Lifelong Learning Institute and other local groups (2009-2017)
SELECTED SERVICE (university, since tenuring)
Administrative positions:
History Faculty Head (2018-   )

Assistant Director, Lincoln Center for Applied Ethics (2018-   )

Director of Undergraduate Studies, School of Historical, Philosophical, and Religion Studies (2014-15, 2016-17)

Director of Undergraduate Studies, History Faculty (2010-2015)

Examples of Other university service:

Lead faculty in adaptive software/student retention program (early American history segment), 2017-2018 

Lead faculty, redesign of history degree (2015-2016)

Member and Chair, Library Liaison Committee (2016-18)

Member, Online Task Force, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (2016)
Senator, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (2016-17)
Member, First Year Forward initiative, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (2015-16)
Tenure Track Search Committees: Targeted hire search committee (2017), Medieval and Early Modern Europe search committee (2018), Targeted hire search committee (2018), History education search (2011)
Contract Faculty Search Committees: Instructor, Modern US; Instructor, Early US; Lecturer, Modern US (2009-2013)
COURSES TAUGHT (since tenuring)
Undergraduate: 

Historian’s Craft (Introduction to the History Major)

American History to 1865 

American Cultural History to 1865 

The American Revolution 

Historical Methods

Advanced Historical Methods 

Graduate:

Historical Methods for Graduate Students

Early American History 

Atlantic World History 

Religion in North America

Religion and Community

Introduction to College Teaching 
Issues in College Teaching 

Director or committee member for PhD and Masters students, director of undergraduate honors theses and “honors contracts” for undergraduates
