ALEX O. DEHGAN

+1.202.460.5628 (cell)  alexdehgan@gmail.com ¢ @lemurwrangler

EDUCATION

Ph.D, M.Sc. The University of Chicago, Committee on Evolutionary Biology, Chicago, IL; March,
2003. Thesis: The Behavior of Extinction: Predicting the Incidence and Local
Extinction of Lemurs in Fragmented Habitats of Southeastern Madagascar.
Awards: 2020. Biological and Medical Distinguished Alumni Award.
Post-doctoral coursework at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

J.D. University of California, Hastings College of the Law, San Francisco, CA; May, 1994.
U.C. Hastings Int’l & Comparative Law Review. Executive Editor, 1994. Staff, 1992-
1993. Member, Philip C. Jessup Int’l Law Moot Court Team. Leyden University, The
Netherlands, Spring, 1994. Studied int’l, comparative, & European Law.

B.Sc. Duke University, Durham, NC; May, 1991.
Majors: Zoology & Political Science.
Awards: Dean's List 1990-1991, Graduation with Distinction. Fulbright Scholar.
Honors Thesis: Redefining National Security in Terms of Environmental Change.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT

Chief Executive Officer & Founder, Conservation X Labs, Wash., DC & South American Fire Fund
Lead, Renaissance Philanthropy. June 2015- present. Conservation X Labs (both nonprofit research
group & for-profit B Corp) operates as a deep science & technology foundry for sustainability. We
harness frontier science & technology, open innovation, and entrepreneurship to create & scale
transformative solutions to prevent the sixth mass extinction.

e Raised more than US $46 million in CXL’s first ten years of operations for creating new technologies
for addressing conservation challenges. Funders include the Moore Foundation, the Schmidt Futures,
Schmidt Foundation, OceanKind (Larry Page), CCI (Sergei Brin), the USG Departments of Interior,
Justice, Agriculture, as well as USAID, NSF and NIH. Leading efforts for Renaissance Philanthropy
to create the $100 M dollar South America Fire Fund, including raised a $30 M anchor.

e Through our programs, CXL has helped build the field of Nature Tech, supporting over 177+
innovative conservation breakthroughs, supporting scientists from 80 countries, on 6 continents,
investing in the $20 M since 2017, which have gone on to raise $577 M in additional investment.

e Created & ran the first Grand Challenges for Conservation, including the $2.3 M Blue Economy
Challenge around aquaculture, the $3 M Global Cooling Prize around cooling technology, the $750K
Artisanal Scale Mining Challenge, the Microplastics Challenge, and the $3 M dollar Artisanal Mining
Challenge for the Amazon (USAID). Developed the world’s first conservation technology accelerator,
as well as platforms for prototyping through the digital makerspace and the Conservation X Tech
Prize. Developed 21 prizes, challenges, and prototyping competitions to date.

e Created CXL’s research labs at the intersections of molecular biology, microfluidics, artificial
intelligence/machine vision. Engineering and spinning out the world’s first portable DNA/RNA reader
designed for the developing world, which was selected out of 2,400 companies by NIH’s RADx
Program (part of Operation Warp Speed) as a potential hand-held testing tool for Covid-19. Creating
new tech for enforcement harnessing machine learning of imagery that transforms existing installed
passive systems and turns them into smart systems that can identify poachers and wildlife in real time
that is being deployed in the US, Galapagos, Costa Rica, New Zealand, Canada, and Peru.



Chief Scientist and Director, Office of Science and Technology, U.S. Agency for International
Development, Washington, DC. March 2010 — February 2014.

¢ Directed efforts to restore science and technology (S&T) to its rightful place within foreign assistance
as the first dedicated chief scientist (with rank of an Assistant Administrator) for the Agency in two
decades. Led the Agency’s reform agenda (USAID Forward) around S&T. Conceptualized, created,
and helped launch the US Global Development Lab, a DARPA for Development for advancing
science, technology, innovation, and partnerships.

¢ Designed, launched, funded, staffed & leading the Agency’s first independent Office of Science &
Technology in two decades, building a team of 80 people and $100 million budget in 3.5 years,
with contributions of $428 million the governments of Sweden, Canada, UK, Norway, Korea.

¢ Helped design and build the Agency’s Bureau of Policy, Planning, and Learning.

e Conceptualized, launched, and oversaw the Agency’s Geospatial Center and efforts to rebuild the use
of data for development. Created the position of the Agency’s first Geographer.

¢ Created and launched the Agency’s Global Challenges for Development initiative to address the
biggest emerging global challenges in maternal and child health, energy, agriculture, water, education,
and corruption. Launched for the Agency’s efforts to use prizes and open innovation, including the
Atrocity Prevention Challenge launched by the President.

o Harnessed the power of federal science agencies for development, leveraging $511 Million in federal
research funding and expertise to apply to international development challenges over 10 years. Created
partnerships with NSF (PEER Science), NIH (PEER Health), NASA, and USGS.

o Led efforts to rebuild a scientific culture at USAID, including bringing in technical professionals,
creating a senior technical career track, drafting and implementing the Agency’s scientific integrity
policy, providing access to scientific expertise, publications, conferences, and new technologies.

e Vastly expanded the AAAS Science Fellowship Program at USAID to 65 fellows in 2013, including
20 fellows overseas, from an entering class of 2 in 2007. This is the most AAAS fellows for any
Federal Agency in the 40-year history of the AAAS Executive Branch Science Policy Fellowship.
Worked with AAAS to create a new Data Fellowship for the federal government.

¢ Created the Higher Education Solutions Network for the Agency, creating a series of Development
Labs, which sought to create new models for development based on radically advances in science and
technology, social entrepreneurship and open innovation, and providing over $125 million in leverage.
Program received 472 applications from 49 states & 33 countries.

Inaugural Afghanistan Country Director, Wildlife Conservation Society, Kabul, Afghanistan. June
2006 — Oct. 2007.

e Implemented a $6.9 million USAID cooperative agreement for biodiversity conservation in
Afghanistan, including conducted the first comprehensive biological surveys in 30 years, creating a
system of protected areas (including Afghanistan’s first & second national parks), helped end illegal
wildlife trade on US military bases, developed legislation for biodiversity conservation, implemented a
comprehensive community conservation program, and built scientific capacity in Afghanistan.

e Launched, staffed, and managed an office of 50 Afghan and international scientists and staff, and more
than 25 affiliated Afghan scientists and researchers. Raised an additional $4.3 million in year 2.

e Worked cooperatively with the Afghan government, academic organizations, USAID, development
banks, NGOs, and UN Agencies to push for biodiversity conservation in Afghanistan.

Project Director & Chief Scientist, Ranomafana Fragments Project, Madagascar. Oct. 1998-June 2003.

e Created and ran the project to understand why certain species survive and other species go extinct
after environment change. Built and led an international team of 22 researchers & field assistants in
remote tropical rainforest field sites over 3 years. Raised and oversaw $1.1 million through 24
separate grants.



US FOREIGN POLICY & SCIENCE DIPLOMACY EXPERIENCE

Policy Adviser and Senior Scientist, Office of the Science & Technology Advisor to the Secretary of
State and to the Administrator of the U.S. Agency for Int’l Development, Wash., DC. Jan. 2008—Feb.
2010.

Developed US strategy for using science & environmental diplomacy in the Near East, Levant, and
North Africa, including leading the Global Engagement S&T track which implemented the
President’s “New Beginnings” speech in Cairo on June 4, 2009.

Worked with USAID leadership to improve USG foreign assistance by strengthening how S&T is
used within our development policies. Developed USAID & State transition papers on improving the
role of science in foreign assistance, science diplomacy & development and climate change.

Senior Adviser to Amb. Dennis Ross, Office of the Special Adviser to the Secretary of State for the
Gulf and South West Asia, U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC. March 2009 — August 2009.

Advised on Iran policy with respect to Iran internal political dynamics, the use of science diplomacy
to engage Iran, Iran external dynamics with Afghanistan &Pakistan, and Iran environmental security.

Liaison to the President’s Special Rep. for Afghanistan/Pakistan, Amb. Richard C. Holbrooke.

Member, Policy Planning Staff, Office of the Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State, Wash. D.C.
Feb. 2006 — June 2006.

Developed a longer term, strategic view of global trends, and framing recommendations for the
Secretary of State to advance U.S. interests and American values.

Portfolio included the Syria-Lebanon Conflict, Israel-Palestine Issue, & Western Sahara, among
others. Applied scientific expertise to issues in foreign policy including on emerging threats.

Special Advisor for Nonproliferation to the Coalition Provision Authority, Coalition Provisional
Authority, Baghdad, Iraq. Jan. 2004-June 2004.

Redirected WMD scientists in Iraq to civilian research and activities in support of reconstruction
efforts and implemented international scientific and environmental initiatives.

Created and served as interim director of the Iraq International Center for Science & Industry.

Assisted the Iraqi government to create an Iraqi National Science Foundation, and science policy
infrastructure, including the positions of a Science Adviser to the PM, a Parliament Science
Committee, and an office of Science Policy attached to the PM’s office.

Increased budget from $2 million to $62 million.

Served as the U.S. negotiator with the Iraqi Governing Council on accession to the Additional
Protocol of the Nonproliferation Treaty and the Chemical Weapons Convention.

Work in Iraq was the basis of a NYT best seller — Imperial Life in the Emerald City and the movie
Green Zone, where my role was played by Matt Damon.

American Association for the Advancement of Science Diplomacy Fellow, Bureau of Near Eastern
Affairs, U.S. Department of State, Wash. D.C. Sept. 2003-Sept. 2005.

Created and directed the Iraqi Virtual Science Library initiative, including bringing together multiple
offices within the DOD, DOS, USAID and Dept. of Agriculture, as well as NGOs, private companies,
and foreign governments to create and fund an on-line science library for Iraq.

Coordinated the briefing of Secretary of State Condeleeza Rice and the Deputy Secretary Robert
Zoellick on Near Eastern and North African issues for their confirmation hearings and served as the
State Department’s coordinator on briefing issues for Secretary Rice’s first trip to the Middle East.



e Coordinated the United Nations General Assembly meetings for the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs.

o Served as an external expert reviewer of the Defense Threat Reduction Agency's Collaborative
Biological Research Program in Central Asia and the Caucuses.

INTERNATIONAL & COMPARATIVE LAW

Law Clerk, Hon. Dominick L. DiCarlo, Chief Judge, U.S. Court of International Trade, New York, N.Y.
Sept. 1994-Aug. 1996.

e Worked on multiple high-profile cases, including five cases reviewed & upheld by the U.S. Supreme
Court, seminal cases concerning trade and the environment, a novel constitutional interpretation of the
Export Clause (U.S. Shoe v. United States), and the definition of an SUV under U.S. law.

¢ Drafted opinions for the Chief Judge of the U.S.C.I.T. in trade and customs cases.

¢ Prepared bench memoranda when the Chief Judge sat by designation in U.S. Fed. Court for SDNY.

Legal Advisor, Ecological Committee of the Supreme Soviet & Ministry of Ecology, Russian Federation,
Moscow, Russia. June 1992-Aug. 1992; July 1993-Sept. 1993.

e Reviewed and drafted amendments for "On the Protection of the Natural Environment," the primary
framework for environmental protection in the Russian Federation.

o Supported the development of Russian environmental litigation teams.
o Assisted in establishing the proposed Black Sea Biological Reserve.

ACADEMIA

Practice Professor of Innovation and Technology, School of Conservation Futures, and Global
Futures Fellow, Julie Ann Wrigley Global Futures Laboratory, Arizona State University. 2019-
present.

o Recruited by ASU President Michael Crow to join the Julie Ann Wrigley Global Futures Laboratory,
including helping organize the 2022 & 2023 Global Futures Conference at the UN.

e Conceived, co-designed, and helped raise funding for the new School of Conservation Futures, and
serving as inaugural faculty and helping design its curricula and programs.

e Serving as an Inaugural Faculty member of the new school, including contributing to the school’s
design, research, curriculum development and faculty recruitment.

Inaugural Rubenstein Fellow, Office of the Provost, Duke University, March 2014 — June 2015;
Chanler Innovator in Residence, Innovation & Entrepreneurship Initiative, March 2016-2019.

o Served as the first David Rubenstein Fellow in the Office of the Provost to help the university address
global grand challenges. Co-developed cross-university initiatives around innovation for conservation
and development, including standing up the Conservation Innovation Initiative.

¢ Designed and taught a university-wide course on innovation & design for global grand challenges
(Spring 2015-2019) and developed a MOOC on the same theme with Coursera (Fall 2017), taken by
5,000+ students in 130 countries. Co-created Madagascar 2030, the university-wide Winter Forum
Program around harnessing innovation & entrepreneurship for Madagascar’s challenges.



SELECTED AWARDS & HONORS
Awards & Honors

Theodore Roosevelt Genius Prize. 2022. Awarded for technological innovation for the prevention of
wildlife trafficking through the creation of the Nucleic Acid Barcode Identification Tool.

Distinguished Alumni Award, Medical & Biological Sciences Alumni Organization, The University
of Chicago. 2020. Recipient of the Medical and Biological Sciences Alumni Organization’s highest
honor for “important contributions to science and to the University of Chicago Community through ...
innovative global work and leadership in the conservation movement.”

Nautilus Book Award, Heroic Journeys Gold Award. 2020. For the Snow Leopard Project (Hachette).

40@40. 2013. Selected by AAAS as one of 40 AAAS Fellows out of 2,600 alumni in celebration of
AAAS’ 40" Anniversary as a former fellow who made significant contributions during their fellowship,
were uncommon ambassadors for the role of science and technology to support policy, demonstrated
exemplary dedication to applying science to serve society, and were creative, innovative, and
collaborative problem solvers addressing challenges at local, state, national or international levels.

Multiple Awards to the USAID Office of Science & Technology. 2010-2013. Under my leadership,
the Office of Science and Technology Programs and teams have won the Harvard’s Ash Center Top 25
Innovations in Government, Fierce 15 Champions in Innovation and Creativity, and were Finalists in the
Service to America Award. Its innovations & innovators have won the Lemelson MIT Award, CNN Hero
of the Year Award (2013), and WHO’s Top 10 innovations for 2012.

World Technology Award (Policy). 2011. World Technology Awards initiative held in association
with TIME magazine, Fortune magazine, CNN, Technology Review, Science magazine, and others.

Superior Honor Award. 2011. Awarded by the U.S. Agency for International Development “in
recognition of sustained dedication of and exceptional service in pursuit of USAID’s goals & objectives”.

Meritorious Honor Award (group). 2006. Awarded by the U.S. Department of State to the Office of
Regional Affairs, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs.

“Science Icon”. 2005. Selected by Seed Magazine as one of 15 people who have shaped the global
conversation about science in 2005.

Superior Honor Award. 2005. Awarded by the U.S. Department of State for “vision, innovation,
leadership, and dogged determination in creating the Iraq Virtual Science Library.”

Letter of Commendation. 2005. Awarded by the U.S. Dept. of Defense for “exceptional planning,
creating thinking, and uncommon ability to work with and across DoS and DoD with positive outcome”.

Fellowships
Fellow & Studio Lead, Renaissance Philanthropy. 2025-present. Creating a 30M+ dollar fund to
create catalytically innovative approaches to fire the Amazon.

Schmidt Futures Innovation Fellow. 2023. The Innovation Fellows Program supports extraordinary
individuals with ideas to leverage technology thoughtfully to solve important societal challenges.

William Rainey Harper Fellowship. 2001-2002. Biological Sciences Division recipient. One of the
University of Chicago’s highest honors. Given to recognize “significant achievement” and “professional
promise” with generally only one student selected from each of the four university divisions.

Fulbright Scholar to Madagascar. 1999-2000. One of two scholarships awarded for Madagascar.

National Science Foundation Graduate Fellowship. 1997-2000. Awarded to students with potential to
make contributions to science.

Searle Fellowship. 1996-1997. Fellows selected by University of Chicago on the basis of academic
achievement and significant intellectual promise.

International House Residential Fellowship. 1997-2001. First American to receive this scholarship.



SELECTED PATENTS

U.S. Patent. SYSTEMS AND FOR DETERMINING PRESENCE AND/OR CHARACTERISTICS OF
TARGET ANALYTES IN A SAMPLE, US PATENT NUMBER 12,629,675 B2, Filing Date: April 21, 2022.
Awarded May 19, 2026.

U.S. Patent. SYSTEMS AND METHODS USING HAND-HELD DEVICES FOR DETECTING A TARGET
ANALYTE LOADED ON A CARTRIDGE, US PATENT NUMBER 12,427,527 B2, Filing Date: December
21,2021. Awarded Sept. 30, 2025.

U.S. Patent. SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR DETECTION AND QUANTIFICATION OF ANALYTES,
PATENT NO. 12,064,763, Filing Date: October 21, 2020.

U.S. Patent Application — SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR CUSTOMIZING MACHINE LEARNING
MODELS FOR PERMITTING DIFFERENT TYPES OF INFERENCES, US PCT Application No.
2022/039096, Filing Date: July 30, 2021

CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY

Dehgan, Alex. Dec. 2017. “Accelerating Innovation & Harnessing American Talent Through Prizes,
Challenges, and Open Innovation,” Testimony of Alex Dehgan before the House Science, Space, and
Technology Committee, Subcommittee on Research and Technology.

PUBLICATIONS
Books

Dehgan, Alex. January 2019. The Snow Leopard Startup. Hachette Publishing (Public Affairs),
available on Amazon https://www.amazon.com/Snow-Leopard-Project-Adventures-Conservation-
ebook/dp/B0785M90Q6. Selected as one of the top 5 science books of 2019 by the book editor at Nature,
as one of Mongabay’s top 10 environmental books of 2019, and the 2020 Nautilus Book Award for heroic
journeys (Gold Award Winner).

Peer Reviewed Science Articles

Shah, B., H. Holmes, and Dehgan, A. 2026. “Best Practices for the physician’s role in preventing the
next pandemic: Biodiversity and its impact on human health”, Lancet Planetary Health (submitted).

Holmes, H.; Winters, M.; Fang, C.; Fotouhi, G.; Mercader, J.; Baisch, D.; and Bunje, P. M.E., & Dehgan
A. 2025. “Decentralizing genetic testing for biodiversity monitoring and biosurveillance with the Nucleic
Acid Barcode Identification Tool (NABIT)”, Frontiers in Conservation Science (Oct 17, 2025)

Kunselman, Emily, Vanessa Minnis, Sho Kodera, Mary M. Buschmann, Adam Jones, Alexander
Dehgan, Amber Hartman Scholz et al. 2025. "Charting a path for microbial conservation in the [UCN:
report on “Conservation in a Microbial World” meeting in San Diego, CA, May 2025." Sustainable
Microbiology 2(4):qvat026 .

Martin, R., Bunje, P.M.E, Dehgan, A. 2024. “The Extinction Solutions Index (ESI): a framework to
measure solution efficiency for biodiversity conservation.” Ecological Solutions & Evidence 5(3):¢12358

Jamie Reaser, Barbara Martinez, Alex Dehgan et al. 2020. “Advancing Federal capacities for the early
detection of and rapid response to invasive species through technology innovation”, Journal of Biological
Invasions 22:75 (January 2020).

Dehgan, Alex and Cassie Hoffman. 2017. “Addressing the Problem of Scale in Conservation.”
Innovations: Technology, Governance, Globalization (July 2017).



https://www.amazon.com/Snow-Leopard-Project-Adventures-Conservation-ebook/dp/B0785M9QQ6
https://www.amazon.com/Snow-Leopard-Project-Adventures-Conservation-ebook/dp/B0785M9QQ6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02146-y?wt_mc=Internal.Event.1.SEM.ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue&utm_source=ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue&utm_medium=email&utm_content=AA_en_06082018&ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue_20200117
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02146-y?wt_mc=Internal.Event.1.SEM.ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue&utm_source=ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue&utm_medium=email&utm_content=AA_en_06082018&ArticleAuthorAssignedToIssue_20200117

Stuart L. Pimm, Sky Alibhai, Richard Bergl, Alex Dehgan, Chandra Giri, Zo€ Jewell, Lucas Joppa,
Roland Kays, Scott Loarie. 2015. “Emerging Technologies to Conserve Biodiversity,” Trends in
Ecology and Evolution, 30(11):633-708 (Nov. 2015).

Mascaro, Jospeh, Gregory Asner, Stuart Davies, Alex Dehgan, and Sassan Saatchi. 2014. “These are the
Days of Lasers in the Jungle”, Carbon Balance and Management 9:7.

Smallwood, Peter, Chris Shank, Alex Dehgan, David Lawson, and Peter Zahler. 2011. “Wildlife
Conservation in Afghanistan.” Bioscience 61(7):506-511 (July 2011).

Stevens, Kara, Alex Dehgan, Maria Karlstetter, Farid Rawan, Muhammad Ismail Tawhid, Stephane
Ostrowski, Jan Mohammad Ali, and Rita Ali. 2011. “Large Mammals Surviving Conflict in the Eastern
Forests of Afghanistan”, Oryx 45(2):265-271.

Klopfer, Peter & Joan Polemics* (* J. Polemics was a pseudonym a Duke class). 1988. "The
Development of Aggression in Childhood: A Review." 105 Journal of the Elisha Mitchell Society 115.

Non-peer Reviewed Science Articles and Book Chapters

Dehgan, Alex. 2020. Preventing the Next Pandemics: An Upstream Approach to Novel National
Security Threats, Day One Transition Paper, Federation of American Scientists (Nov. 18, 2020).

Dehgan, Alex. 2012. “Creating the New Development Ecosystem”. Science 336(6087):1397-8 (June 15).

Ostrowski S., P. Zahler, A. Dehgan, K. Stevens, M. Karlstetter, and P. Smallwood. 2009. “The Asiatic
Black Bear Still Survives in Nuristan, Afghanistan,” International Bear News. 18(4): 14-15 (International
Assoc. for Bear Research and Management (IBA) and IUCN/SSC Bear Specialist Group).

Dehgan, Alex, Peter Zahler, Jim Wingard, and Lisa Yook. 2007. “Conservation, Wildlife, and Security:
Afghanistan Case Study,” Protected Areas and Human Livelihoods, Working Paper 32 (WCS).

Ganzhorn Jorg U., Steven M. Goodman, and Alex Dehgan. 2004. Effects of Forest Fragmentation on
Small Mammals and Lemurs. Natural History of Madagascar (Steve M. Goodman and J. Benstead, eds.
University of Chicago Press, Chicago).

Dehgan, Alex. 2003. “The Behavior of Extinction: Predicting the Incidence and Local Extinction of
Lemurs in Fragmented Habitats of Southeastern Madagascar”. Ph.D Thesis. Committee on Evolutionary
Biology, University of Chicago.

Foreign Policy, Science Policy, and International Law Review Articles
Dehgan, Alex. 2022. “A More Secure World”, Science & Diplomacy (October 12, 2022).

Dehgan, Alex and Jean Palmer-Maloney. 2014. “Water Security and Scarcity: Destabilization in Western
Afghanistan due to Interstate Water Conflicts”, in Water and Post-Conflict Peacebuilding (eds. Erika
Weinthal, Jessica Troell, and Mikiyasu Nakayama, Earthscan Books, London). Peer Reviewed.

Dehgan, Alex and Aleem Walji. 2013. “Prizes and Challenges Matter for Development,” Stanford Social
Innovation Review. (October 14, 213).

Dehgan, Alex. 2012. “USAID Will Continue Its Push For Science”, SciDev.Net (20 Dec. 2012).

Dehgan, Alex & E. William Colglazier. 2012. “Development Science and Science Diplomacy”, Science
and Diplomacy (Dec. 7, 2012).

Dehgan, Alex. 1998. “Determining Lusaka’s Potential.” 1 Journal of Int’l Wildlife Law and Policy 143.
Dehgan, Alex. 1997-2000. Corresponding Editor. Journal of International Wildlife Law & Policy.

Dehgan, Alex. 1994. "Federalism, Regionalism, & Sovereignty in the Russian Federation." 5
Constitutional L.J. 1.


http://www.scidev.net/global/communication/opinion/usaid-will-continue-its-push-for-science.html

Dehgan, Alex and Robin Myren. 1993. Book Review of Foreign Investment Legislation in the
Republics of the Former Soviet Union, Review of Central and East European Law 20(6):757-760.

Dehgan, Alex. 1993. "A Criticism of the New Mechanisms for Conservation in the Russian Federation."
19 Review of Central & East European Law 661.

Opinion Editorial

Jane Goodall et al. 2022. “Protect Persian leopards, and their defenders, for World Environment Day”,
Mongabay.com (June 3, 2022).

Alex Dehgan, Ilya Fischhoff, Chad Gallinat. 2022. “Opinion: If the US is serious about climate change,
USALID should be too.” Devex.com (22 April 2022).

Alex Dehgan, Annica Wayman, and DeAndra Beck. 2022. How does the US take on the omicron
variant and other global challenges? The Hill (01/09/22).

Pyenson, Nick, and Alex Dehgan. 2020. “2020 feels like dark fiction. Here's how science can inspire a
better future, ” World Economic Forum, Nov. 30, 2020)

Nick Pyenson & Alex Dehgan. 2020. More Scientists Should Join the Diplomatic Corps, Scientific
American, Nov. 16, 2020.

Dehgan, Alex & Kaitlin Christensen. 2011. Meeting the world’s health challenges, boosting our
economy,” The Hill. 03/08/11



FUNDRAISING SUMMARY

SUMMARY: Raised or leveraged over 1.77+ billion dollars through my career CXL & Renaissance
Philanthropy ($76 M+, with $577 M leveraged downstream), USAID ($1.1 Billion, directly built $100 M
annual budget over 4 years, with $428 M in contributions from other bilateral donors, and leveraging
$511 M in federal research funding), Wildlife Conversation Society ($11.2 M), Coalition Provisional
Authority ($62 M), Madagascar Fragments Project (§1.1 M).

RESEARCH GRANTS

South America Fire Test Fund ($100 Million multi-donor Fund). 2026. $30 Million raised to date.
Moore Foundation Science & Environmental Programs (multiple awards). 2017-2025.

Schmidt Marine Technology Fund (Multiple awards). 2016-2025. General & specific support.
OceanKind (Larry Page). 2020-2025. Multiple Awards.

National Institutes of Health. 2020-2022. RADx Program (part of operation warp speed).

USAID Cooperative Agreement. 2020-2022. Support for the Amazon Artisanal Mining Challenge.
CCI (Sergei Brin) (Multiple Awards). 2020-2021. For the Nucleic Acid Barcode Identification Tool.
National Science Foundation. 2019. SBIR for the Nucleic Acid Barcode Identification Tool.
Flotilla Foundation (UK). 2019-2021. Support for a Microplastics Challenge.

Arthur Vining Davis Foundation. 2020-2021. Support for the Microplastics Challenge.

Moore Inventor Award (Moore Foundation Science). 2018-2020. First NGO to win the award,
beating faculty at Harvard, MIT, and Stanford, among 200+ universities.

Schmidt Futures Award. 2017-25. For the Digital Makerspace and Technologists for the Amazon.

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Award. 2016-2018. Grant from Department of Justice through
NFWF to support the development of a portable DNA device to combat timber trafficking.

USAID Cooperative Agreement. 2007. ($4.3 M) Afghanistan Biodiversity Conservation Program.

David and Lucile Packard Interdisciplinary Science Grant. 2002. Co-written with Dr. Patricia
Wright and Dr. Tim Keitt of SUNY at Stony Brook for continuation of my research in Madagascar.

National Science Foundation Dissertation Enhancement Award. 2000-2002. Awarded by the
National Science Foundation’s Division of International Programs jointly with Environmental Biology.

British Ecological Society Research Award. 2002.
Wildlife Conservation Society Research Fellowship Program. 1999-2000.

Other Grants (1997-2002). Brookfield Zoo Conservation and Research Award, Cleveland Metroparks
Zoo Conservation and Research Grant, Madagascar Fauna Group Grant, Margot Marsh Biodiversity
Foundation, The Explorers Club Exploration Fund, Primate Society of Great Britain Conservation
Grant, Pittsburgh Zoo Conservation Fund, American Society of Primatologists, Primate Conservation,
Inc (Multiple), Tinker Field Research Grant, Hinds Fund Awards (Received 4 Times)



SELECTED MEDIA PROFILES
» Television & Radio Interviews
National Public Radio. 2019. Multiple NPR (live) radio interviews for the Snow Leopard Project.

BBC World Service (live) Newsday (World’s largest breakfast show). 2018. Live interview on the future
of conservation. February 11,2018

The Business of Giving (Denver Frederick). New York AM 970. Dec. 10, 2017.

Kojo Nmamdi Show. 2012. Science Diplomacy. Live one hour radio interview. WAMU: Washington
DC Public Radio. Broadcast on July 25, 2012.

Worldview. 2007. Conservation During Wartime. Radio interview. WBEZ: Chicago Public Radio.
Broadcast on December 3, 2007.

Voice of America. 2007. Live television (Dari and Pashtu Broadcast Services) & radio interviews.
Broadcast on April 17, 2007.

National Geographic World Talk. 2007. Radio interview. National Geographic Radio (XM
Radio/Public Radio International), February 15, 2007.

Al Arabiya Television. 2006. Interview on the Iraqi Virtual Science Library. Broadcast on May 3, 2006.

Science Times. 2001. Television show. Profiled on doctoral research; filmed in Madagascar. Produced
by the New York Times.

» Print and Internet Media
Ingrid Gongalves. 2019. “Parks and Restoration”, University of Chicago Magazine. (Fall 2019).

Lisa Palmer. 2019. “Precision Conservation: High Tech to the Rescue in the Peruvian Amazon”,
Mongabay.com

Lisa Palmer. 2019. “Hacking Conservation: How a Tech Startup seeks to Save Biodiversity,” Nature
569:618 (30 May 2019).

Rhett Butler. 2019. “Conservation may offer common ground in Afghan conflict,” Mongabay (04/15/19).

Ashley Westerman. 2019. “A Key to Peace in Afghanistan? Consider Conservation, Says One
Scientist”, National Public Radio www.npr.org. (March 31, 2019).

Tiffany Gibert. 2019. “The Scientist as Diplomat: Five Questions for Alex Dehgan”, UnDark.com (Feb.
15,2019).

Barbara J. King. 2019. “The Snow Leopard Project’” Puts Spotlight on Afghanistan’s Wildlife,” Review.
National Public Radio www.npr.org. (Jan. 23, 2019).

Tom McCarthy. 2019. “Saving Snow Leopards in a War Zone”, Nature (Jan. 15, 2019).

Virginia Gerwin. 2018. “A Handheld DNA Scanner Could Crack Down on Wildlife Identity Theft”, The
Atlantic (Feb. 9, 2018). Available at
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/02/conservation-tech/552779/?utm_source=twb

Eillie Anilott. 2017. “Bold Conservation Ideas go from Concept to Reality on this new collaboration
platform,” Fast Company available at https://www.fastcompany.com/40468095/bold-conservation-ideas-
go-from-concept-to-reality-on-this-new-collaboration-platform

Jennie Specter. 2016. “Harnessing Innovation for Conservation: Interview with Alex Dehgan”
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SELECTED SCIENTIFIC AND POLICY LECTURES

Selected Scientific & Environmental Lectures

Invited Speaker. 2025. IUCN World Congress. Multiple Sessions on Artificial Intelligence &
Conservation.

Invited Speaker. 2025. Villars Institute. Multiple Sessions.
Invited Speaker. 2024, 2025. Digital Life Design (2025) & DLD Nature (2024). Munich, Germany.

Keynote Speaker. 2025. Symposium on Artificial Intelligence in Veterinary Medicine, Cornell College
of Veterinary Medicine, Ithaca, NY.

Invited Speaker. 2024. IUCN Leadership Conference. Geneva, Switzerland.
Keynote. 2024. Intercorp FEST. Lima, Peru (to 3,500 in person and 5,000 online).
Invited Speaker. 2024. New Frontiers in Conservation. The Explorer’s Club. New York, NY.

Invited Conservation Series Speaker. 2024. “Preventing the Next Pandemic through Planetary Health,”
Institute for Integrative, William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA.

Inaugural Paul Auerbach Keynote Lecture. July 2023. Wilderness Medicine Society, Spokane, WA.

Panelist. April 2023. “Impacts of climate change on how we approach vaccine development and
prioritization,” World Vaccine Congress, Washington, DC.

Keynote Speaker (planetary health theme) and invited panelist (extinction panel). 2022. Global Futures
Conference, UN Climate Week, New York, NY.

Invited Plenary Speaker, [IUCN Freshwater Plenary. September 2020. World Conservation Conference,
Marseille, France.

Invited Speaker (multiple panels & talks). April 2020. Smithsonian’s Earth Optimism Conference for the
50" Anniversary of Earth Day, Washington, DC.

Invited Speaker (multiple). 2019, 2022. PopTech. Belfast, Maine (2019) & Washington DC (2022).
Invited Panelist. June 2018. “Conservation Innovation,” Capitol Hill Oceans Week, Washington, DC.

Plenary Panelist. July 2017. Conservation Entrepreneurship. Panelist, Conservation Entrepreneurship
Symposium, International Congress for Conservation Biology, Cartagena, Colombia.

Invited Speaker. April 2017. Earth Optimism Conference, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC.
Presenter. March 2017. TEDxDuke. Conservation 3.0. Durham, NC 27706.
Panelist. October. 2016. SXSW Eco on the future of Conservation, Austin, TX.

Invited Speaker. Sept. 2016. Future of Conservation in Madagascar, 50th Anniversary of the Duke
Lemur Center, Durham, NC.

Key Note Speaker. November 2015. The Future of Conservation. 40™ Anniversary of the Smithsonian
Conservation Biology Institute, Washington, DC.

Speaker/Moderator. October 2015. Citizen Science for the Oceans, The White House, Washington, DC.

Symposium Organizer & Presenter. July 2015. Conservation 3.0. Defining the Future of Conservation.
Given at the International Congress for Conservation Biology, Montpelier, France.

Lecturer. June 2015. Innovation & Design for Conservation & Development. Singularity University,
NASA Moffett Field, CA.

Invited Speaker. June 2014. Future of Conservation. Stockholm Resilience Center, Stockholm, Sweden.



Presenter. May 2014. Smithsonian Future is Here Festival. Selected as one of ten of the best Nerd Nite
presentations of all time from across the country, Washington, DC.

Panelist. April 2014. Global Health 2035: A World Converging in a Generation. Duke University.

Panelist. Feb. 2014. Grand Challenges: Science & Technology Solutions for International Development,
American Association for the Advancement of Science Meetings, Chicago, IL.

Keynote. Nov. 2013. Second International Conference on Alfred Russel Wallace and Wallacea.
Wakatobi, Southeast Sulawesi, Indonesia.

Panelist. Feb. 2013. “Innovation for Conservation Biology”, AAAS Annual Meeting, Boston, MA.

Invited Speaker. July 2012. “Development Challenges in Science and Innovations,” Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA.

Invited Speaker. June 2011. “Nature on the move in a changing world” and “From Megaslums to Middle
Class,” Aspen Environmental Forum. The Aspen Institute/National Geographic, Aspen, CO.

Inaugural Speaker. June 2010. EINSTEIN Speaker Series, National Academy of Sciences, Wash. DC.

Symposium Organizer. December 2008. “Environmental Change, Conservation, and Conflict.”
Presented at the Ninth National Conference on Science, Policy, & the Environment, Washington, DC.

Seminar Speaker. Jan. 2008. “Biodiversity Conservation in Afghanistan”, Department of Vertebrate
Zoology, National Museum of Natural History, Washington, DC.

Speaker & Panel Moderator. July 2007. “Results of the first wildlife surveys from Afghanistan in 30
years,” Society for Conservation Biology Meetings, Port Elizabeth, South Africa.

Speaker. October 2005. “Environmental Degradation as a Driver of Infectious Diseases”, Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC.

Seminar Speaker. Oct. 2005. “The Behavior of Extinction: Plasticity-Dependent Changes in
Demography, Behavior, and Physiology in Response to Fragmentation for Rainforest Lemurs in S.E.
Madagascar”, Department of Conservation Biology, University of Maryland, College Park, MD.

Oral Presentation. July 2004. “The Status of Conservation and Science in Iraq,” Panel on Science &
Policy, Society for Conservation Biology Conference, New York, New York.

Oral Presentation (Student Award Finalist). June, 2003. “Plasticity-Dependent Changes in Demography,
Behavior, and Physiology in Response to Fragmentation for Rainforest Lemurs in S.E. Madagascar,”
Society for Conservation Biology Conference, Duluth, Minnesota.

Invited Speaker (with Dr. Sylvia Atsalis). May 2003. “Food, Sex and Deep Sleep, or How to Avoid
Extinction in a Forest Fragment”, The New York Consortium in Evolutionary Primatology, CUNY, NY.

Invited Speaker. Jan. 2003. “Predicting Extinction Proclivity for Lemur Species in Fragmented Habitats
of S.E. Madagascar,” Forestry School, Yale University, New Haven, CT.

Invited Speaker. Jan. 2003. “Lemurs, Fragments, and Extinction,” Conservation Biology Seminar Series,
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN.

Invited Speaker. Jan. 2003. “The Behavior of Extinction: Initial Insights into Incidence Patterns of
Lemurs in Forest Fragments”, Animal Behavior Seminar Series, The University of Chicago, Chicago, IL.

Symposium Speaker. Aug. 2002. “Tropical Forest Fragmentation: Complex Effects on Ecological and
Ecosystem Processes” (Organized by Dr. William F. Laurance and Dr. Pierre-Michel Forget), Assoc. for
Tropical Biology Mtg., Panama City, Panama.

Oral Presentation. July 2002. “Lemur Populations in Fragmented Habitats of S.E. Madagascar”, Joint
Conference of the Society for Conservation Biology & the British Ecological Society, Canterbury, UK.



Selected Foreign Affairs, Legal, & Policy Lectures

Panelist. March 2023. “Future of Science Policy”, AAAS, Washington, DC.

Kennedy Lecture. 2022. The Snow Leopard Project, Ohio University, Athens, OH (Endowed Lecture).
Speaker. 2022. “Disrupting Global Health to Prevent the Next Pandemic,” Devex World, Wash, DC.
Keynote. 2022. Blue Economy Summit, Duke University, Durham, NC.

TEDx Talk. 2021. TEDxFoggyBottom. Washington DC.

Penny Stamps Lecture. 2020. 50™ Anniversary of Earth Day — Environmental Security in Afghanistan.
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI (Endowed Lecture).

Interview with Geoff DaBelko. Jan. 2019. Environmental Security in Afghanistan. Environmental
Change and Security Program, Woodrow Wilson International Center, Washington DC.

Invited Speaker. Sept. 2016. Department of State “Our Oceans” Conference, Washington, DC.
Invited Speaker. June 2016. The White House Open Data Meeting, The White House, Washington, DC.
Invited Speaker. May 2016. Science Diplomacy 2016, AAAS, Washington, DC.

Closing Speaker. October 2015. Google Solve for X & AAAS. Catalyzing Innovation: Harnessing the
Power of Moonshots, Grand Challenges, and Prize Competitions, Washington DC.

Panelist. September 2015. Innovation Models for the Developing World. CSIS, Washington, DC.
Keynote. October 2014. Kohlberg, Kravis, and Roberts, L.P. Sustainability Conference. Atlanta, GA.
Panelist. October 2014. Role of S&T in Global Development. CSIS. Washington, DC.

Keynote Address. Dec. 2013. 2013-2014 Inter-sessional Panel of the UN Commission on Science and
Technology for Development, Washington, DC.

Panelist. Nov. 2013. The New Engineering Frontier: Manufacturing for the Grand Challenges.
Organized by the National Academy of Engineering, Cary, NC.

Panelist. July 2013. Workshop: Using Science to Inform Policy: Making Your Science Relevant and
Accessible for Decision-makers, Society for Conservation Biology Meetings, Baltimore, MD.

Keynote Speaker. May 2013. The Future of Science and Technology in International Development,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA.

Keynote Speaker. 2012, 2011, 2010. AAAS Leadership Seminar Keynote Lecture, Washington, DC.
Panelist. June 2012. “Leveraging Global Scientific Resources in the Developing World”, CSIS, WDC.

Panelist. Feb. 2012. “Rethinking Development by Leveraging Global Knowledge”, AAAS Annual
Meeting, Vancouver, Canada.

Invited Speaker. Sept. 2011. “Leveraging Technology Innovation to Solve Development Challenges”,
Center for Strategic and International Studies, Washington, DC.

Invited Speaker. Feb. 2011. “The Ecology and Evolution of Diplomacy, Development, and Defense”, A
World Together: Duke and Global Development, Duke University, Durham, NC.

Panelist. May 2011. “Engaging Through Science: A Tool for U.S. Foreign Policy,” with Vint Cerf and
Shirley Ann Jackson. Council on Foreign Relations, NY, NY.

Invited Speaker. Feb. 2011. “Science, Technology, and Innovation in Development”, CSIS, Wash, DC.
Invited Speaker. Nov. 2010. Center for Global Development, Washington, DC.

Invited Speaker. Jan. 2010. “Environmental Security in the Iran-Afghanistan Context”, Henry L.
Stimson Center Symposium on Fresh Water Futures, Washington, DC.



Invited Speaker. Oct. 2009. “National Security & Science Diplomacy in Iraq: Transforming the US
relationship”, Workshop on the US-Iraq Relationship, Parliament of Canada, Ottawa, CN

Symposium Organizer. Feb. 2009. “New Tools for Diplomacy,” AAAS Annual Conference, Chicago, IL.

Invited Speaker. Dec. 2008. Two presentations on “Science Cooperation” and “Environmental
Security”, UCLA Conference on Middle East Security, Athens, Greece.

Invited Speaker. Dec. 2008. “Medical Diplomacy with Iran”, Conference on Culture, Health, and
Human Security in the Middle East, Department of Defense, Arlington, VA.

Invited Panelist. Oct. 2007. “The Next Generation of Innovators”, American Medical Colleges Group of
Graduate Research, Education, & Training Meeting, Assoc. of Am. Medical Colleges, Providence, RI.

Seminar Speaker. Oct. 2007. “Scientific Diplomacy in the Post-Cold War: Conservation, Biodiversity,
and Conflict,” Science and Mathematics Department Colloquium Series, Columbia College, Chicago, IL.

U.S. Speaker to Tajikistan. Oct. 2007. Spoke on the development of Transboundary Peace Park and
conservation as security to Tajik universities, academic institutes, Members of Parliament, the Ministry of
Agriculture and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, US Embassy, Dushanbe, Tajikistan.

Invited Speaker. June 2005. “Using Science and Technology to Promote Development and Foreign
Policy”, UCLA Conference on Middle East Security, Athens, Greece.

Invited Speaker. October 2004. “Rebuilding Science and Environment in Iraq,” Science and Technology
Policy Seminar Series, American Assoc. for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), Washington, D.C.

Invited Speaker. March 1998. “The Potential and Pitfalls of the Lusaka Convention.” International
Wildlife Law Conference (with the American Society of International Law Conference), Wash. D.C.

Presenter. 1997. “Law, Economics, & Extinction.” Central States Anthropology Mtg, Detroit, MI.

TEACHING AND LECTURING

Endowed University Speaker, Seminar Speaker, or Guest Lecturer at Yale University, Oxford University,
MIT, Singularity University, Carnegie Mellon University, Carnegie Institute for Science, NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Lab, Lawrence Berkeley National Labs, The University of California, Berkeley, Princeton
University, California Institute of Technology, Duke University (multiple keynotes), The University of
Pennsylvania, The University of Chicago, Rockefeller University, Virginia Tech, the National War
College, University of Pennsylvania, Arizona State University, the University of Maryland, The
University of Michigan, Texas Tech University, City University of New York, the College of William
and Mary, Texas A&M University, Michigan State University, the University of Minnesota, Makarere
University (Uganda), George Washington University, Georgetown University, American University,
The University of Maryland, the National Museum of Natural History, National Academies of Science,
California Academy of Sciences, New England Aquarium, the Wildlife Conservation Society/Bronx
Zoo, the Zoological Society of London, the Linnean Society of London, the Darwin Debate at the
Natural History Museum (London), The Cary Center for Ecosystem Studies, & USGS.

Spring 2027. Hacking Extinction. School of Conservation Futures, ASU.

Spring 2016-2021. Hacking Conservation & Development. Duke Innovation & Entrepreneurship,
Nicholas School of the Environment & Sanford School of Public, Duke University, NC. Fall 2020,
School of Sustainability, Global Futures Laboratory, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ.

Fall 2017. International Development Policy, Heinz College, Carnegie Mellon University

June 2016. Innovation and Design for Global Grand Challenges. Designed and launched a massive
open online course (MOOC) developed through Duke University and Coursera. Taken by over 5,500
students from over 130+ countries.



Fall 2002. Ecology and Evolution, Natural Sciences for Non-majors Sequence, Collegiate Division, The
University of Chicago. This course surveyed the major principles of ecology and evolutionary biology.

Winter 1998. Biogeography, Committee on Evolutionary Biology, The University of Chicago. Finalist
for the UC Biological Sciences Division teaching award.

Winter Quarter, 1998-2001. Scientific Integrity, The University of Chicago.

1996-1998. Graduate Standardized Exams (GRE, LSAT, GMAT), Kaplan Test Prep, New York, NY &
Chicago, IL. Taught test preparation courses for GRE, LSAT, and GMAT.

BOARDS AND ADVISORY COUNCILS

Member, Board of Directors, Activate. 2024 — Present.

Member, Board of Directors, Saving Nature. September 2022 — Present.

Member, Board of Directors, Wildme. Feb. 2018 —2023

Member, Board of Directors, Key Conservation. Jan. 2018 —2021.

Member, Expert Review Committee, Grand Challenges Canada. March — August 2015.

Elected Member, Board of Governors, Society for Conservation Biology. July 2012 — June 2015.
Elected to a three-year term to the Board of Governors for the Society for Conservation Biology, an
international scientific and professional society with more than 5,000 members world-wide. Past-
President & Founder, DC Chapter.

AWARD COMMITTEES

Nominator, Evaluator, and Member, Final Selection Committee, Moore Innovation Prize. 2017-2025.
Nominator, MacArthur Genius Awards. 2017.
Selection Committee, Lemelson-MIT Prize, April 2012 —2015. 500K Prize.

MEMBERSHIP

Life Member, Council on Foreign Relations, New York, NY and Washington DC
Fellow (FN19), The Explorer’s Club, New York.

LICENSES AND LANGUAGES
Licenses: Admitted to the State Bar of California (inactive); Bar of the U.S. Court of International Trade.

Clearances: Foreign Service Exam. Passed the written and oral portions of the State Department
Foreign Service Exam (Economic Cone). Previous TS/SCI clearance; reactivated in 2022.

Languages: Persian (2/1), English (5/5), French (2/2). Other training: Russian, German.

Activities: Sailor (ASA 101-104 certified), Scuba Diver (PADI Advanced/Nitrox), Adventurer,
Naturalist & Explorer (90+ countries across 6 continents).



