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Kevin Alexis Cortés Hernández, Curriculum Vitae




RESEARCH INTERESTS
I am an evolutionary biologist and systematist who specializes in the megadiverse lineage of weevils (Insecta: Coleoptera: Curculionoidea), with an estimated diversity of 220, 000 species globally. My research focuses on species discovery, conservation, classification, outreach, and evolution of plant-feeding snout beetles leveraged by historical specimens housed in natural history collections. I am currently developing new genomic tools to expand the utility and value of historical specimens in genomic, global-scale research programs.

EDUCATION
2020 –      Ph.D. in Evolutionary Biology/Arizona State University (ASU).
Thesis: A museomic approach to the systematics of the Tanymecini Lacordaire, 1863 (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Entiminae) with emphasis on the fauna of the Americas. Advisor: Nico Franz, Ph.D.

2018 – 2020 	M.Sc. in Biology/Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico (UNAM).
Thesis: Análisis filogenético del género Isodacrys Sharp (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Tanymecini).
Advisor: Juan Morrone, Ph.D., Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México.

2012 – 2017	B. Sc. in Biology/Universidad Veracruzana (UV).
Thesis: Diversidad y estacionalidad de familias de coleópteros (Insecta) recolectados en una trampa de intercepción de vuelo en una selva baja caducifolia del municipio de Xalapa, Veracruz, México.
Advisors: Quiyari Jatzé Santiago Jiménez, Ph.D., Universidad Veracruzana; and Leonardo Delgado Castillo, Ph.D., Instituto de Ecología A.C. 


EMPLOYMENT

2025. BIO 345: Evolution (iCourse). Arizona State University. 3 credits course.
Role: Teaching associate.


2024. BIO 345: Evolution. Arizona State University. 3 credits course.
Role: Teaching associate.

2024. BIO 345: Evolution (iCourse). Arizona State University. 3 credits course.
Role: Teaching associate.

2024. BIO 345: Evolution. Arizona State University. 3 credits course.
Role: Teaching associate.

2023. BIO 386: General Entomology. Arizona State University. 4 credits course.
Role: Teaching associate.

2023. BIO 345: Evolution (iCourse). Arizona State University. 3 credits course.
Role: Teaching assistant.

2023. BIO 345: Evolution. Arizona State University. 3 credits course.
Role: Teaching assistant.

2022. BIO 386: General Entomology. Arizona State University.  4 credits course.
Role: Teaching assistant.

2022. BIO 182: General Biology II. Arizona State University. 4 credits course.
Role: Teaching assistant.

2021. BIO 386: General Entomology. Arizona State University. 4 credits course.
Role: Teaching assistant.


RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS

2023. Canadian Museum of Nature: Stewart and Jarmila Peck Visiting-Scientist Awards in Entomology. A museomic approach to the systematics of the Tanymecini Lacordaire, 1863 (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Entiminae) with emphasis on the fauna of the Americas.
Role: Visiting scientist (Supervisor: Robert S. Anderson, Ph.D., Canadian Museum of Nature)

2020. Taxonomic Intelligence project. Arizona State University.
Role: Research assistant (PI: Nico M. Franz Ph.D. Arizona State University).

2019. Arizona State University. Revision of Neotropical Tanymecini, with special focus on Isodacrys (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) at the Hasbrouck Insect Collection (ASUHIC)-Arizona State University Charles O´Brien Collection (ASUCOB), Arizona, United States of America. 
Role: Visitor scientist (Supervisor: Nico M. Franz, Ph.D., Arizona State University).

2018. Canadian Museum of Nature. Revision of Neotropical Tanymecini (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Entiminae) at the Canadian Museum of Nature (CMNC)-Canadian National Collection of Insects, Arthropods and Nematodes (CNC), Ottawa, Canada. 
Role: Visiting scientist (Supervisor: Robert S. Anderson, Ph.D., Canadian Museum of Nature)

2016. Laboratory of Phylogenetic Systematics, Faculty of Biology, Universidad Veracruzana. 
Role: Research assistant (PI: Quiyari J. Santiago-Jimenez, Ph.D., University of Veracruz). 


PUBLICATIONS
Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=Oxn8_Q8AAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
Summary, April 2024: Citations: 16;  h-index: 3

M Andrew Johnston and Cortés-Hernández, K. A. 2021. Notes on Stenochiini Kirby, 1837 genera and species from western North America (Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae). Dugesiana 28: 81–87. https://doi.org/10.32870/dugesiana.v28i2.7144 

Cortés-Hernández, K. A. and Morrone, J. J. 2020. Systematic revision of the genus Isodacrys Sharp, 1911 (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Entiminae: Tanymecini). PeerJ 8: e10191. https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.10191 
Delgado, L., Santiago-Jiménez, Q. J. and Cortés-Hernández, K. A. 2020. A new species of Myrmecoderus (Coleoptera: Salpingidae: Dacoderinae) from Mexico, with a key to the species and comments on macropterism in the genus. The Coleopterists Bulletin 74: 434–437. https://doi.org/10.1649/0010-065X-74.2.434 
Cortés-Hernández, K. A. and Anderson, R. S. 2019. Two new species of Isodrusus Sharp, 1911 (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Entiminae: Tanymecini). The Coleopterists Bulletin 73: 940–944. https://doi.org/10.1649/0010-065X-73.4.940 
Cortés-Hernández, K. A. and Morrone, J. J. 2019. A key to the Mexican genera of Tanymecini (Coleoptera: Curculionidae). Zootaxa 4615: 46–56. https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.4615.1.2

PUBLISHED ABSTRACTS
Franz N.M., Sterner B.W., Upham N.S.P, Cortés Hernández K.A. 2020. Redesigning the trading zone between systematics and conservation: insights from Malagasy mouse lemur classifications, 1982 to present. Biodiversity Information Science and Standards 4: e59234. https://doi.org/10.3897/biss.4.59234


SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

2023. Stewart and Jarmila Peck Visiting-Scientist Awards in Entomology: scholarship for international research internship.

2019. Support program for graduate studies UNAM (PAEP): scholarship for international research internship.

2018 – 2020. CONACyT scholarship for graduate education.

2018. Support program for graduate studies UNAM (PAEP): scholarship for international research internship.

2016. SNI Research Assistant, General Research Management, University of Veracruz: research assistant scholarship.

2015 – 2016. Excellence program “Fundación TELMEX”: scholarship for undergraduate education.

2015. Government Excellence Program for undergraduate education: scholarship for undergraduate education.


ADDITIONAL TEACHING AND OUTREACH EDUCATION

2024. Insectos en tu jardín (bilingual): polinizadores. Biodiversity Knowledge Integration Center, Arizona State University; and Chispa AZ.
Role: Workshop co-leader and principal instructor (co-leaders: Iran Esquivel, Biodiversity Knowledge Integration Center, Arizona State University; and Blanca Abarca, Chispa, AZ).

2024. ASU open doors 2024, Arizona State University.
Role: Presenter

2023. Field workshop: Introducción a la entomología y a la colecta de insectos en Xalapa, Veracruz México. Biodiversity Knowledge Integration Center, Arizona State University.
Role: Workshop leader and principal instructor.

2016. Evolucion y zoologia: beetles. Universidad Veracruzana. 
Role: Workshop co-leader and principal instructor (co-leaders: Paola Olarte Sanchez, B.S., Universidad Veracruzana).

2016. Insectos acuáticos. “Feria Internacional del Libro Universitario”, Xalapa, Veracruz, Mexico. 
Role: Workshop co-leader and principal instructor (co-leaders: Paola Olarte Sanchez, B.S. Universidad Veracruzana).


RESEARCH SERVICES	

2022. PeerJ. 
Role: Manuscript reviewer

2021. Zootaxa.
Role: Manuscript reviewer

2019. Revista Mexicana de Biodiversidad
Role: Manuscript reviewer

2019. The Coleopterist Bulletin
Role: Manuscript reviewer


PRESENTATIONS AND POSTERS

2024. Why designing UCEs probes is necessary for weevil museomics. Entomological Society of America’s Annual meeting. Oral presentation.

2024. Why designing UCEs probes is necessary for weevil museomics. Digital Data Conference, Lawrence, Kansas, United States of America. Oral presentation. 

2022. A museomic approach to the systematics of the New World Tanymecini Lacordaire, 1863 (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Entiminae). Online weevil workers meeting. Oral presentation.

2016. Diversity and seasonality of coleopterous families (Insecta) collected with a flight intercept trap on a tropical deciduous forest from the municipality of Xalapa, Veracruz, Mexico. Foundational meeting of the Mexican Association of Arthropod Systematics (AMXSA), National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), Mexico City, Mexico. Poster presentation. 

2014. Diversity and density of dung beetles in contrasting areas of the cloud forest “La Martinica”, Banderilla, Veracruz. XVI Symposium of Zoology, University of Guadalajara (UDG), Zapopan, Jalisco, Mexico. Oral presentation. 


PARTICIPATION IN COURSES AND WORKSHOPS

2017. Phylogenetic systematics. Master in Biological Sciences, Faculty of Biology, University of Veracruz.

2016. Strategies for statistical analysis on R. Biological Research Institute, University of Veracruz.

LANGUAGES 

SPANISH. Native language.
ENGLISH. TOEFL iBT score: 91 (2019). 
