Colin Pearson
Scottsdale, AZ	cellocolin2@gmail.com                                           480-452-2694

Summary Profile

A globally-minded museum professional who continuously adapts, learns, grows, and experiments in order to serve an institutional mission, inspire the public, and create a sense of relevance. Excels at making use of existing collections and assets, while balancing the needs for preservation and accessibility. Cultivates social embeddedness by leveraging relationships on the local, national, and international levels for mutual benefit and cultural inclusion. Experienced and capable in the following areas:

Curation of a Museum Collection 	 		Project Management 
The Museum System (TMS) Database			Acquisition of Museum Objects	
Scholarly, Object, and Applied Research			Collection Cataloguing					Experience Management				Exhibition Development 
Condition Assessment	 				Public Presentations					Public Program Development 				Community Engagement and Outreach
Guided Tour Development				Training and Instruction
Interpretive Writing 					Docent Training 
Collection Digitization					Donor Relations		
Loan Agreements					Microsoft Office
			
Professional and Academic Experience

Arizona State University (ASU), Tempe, AZ								09/20 to present
· Teacher of record for ARS 201 Art of Asia introductory course, Spring 2023
· Co-curated The Malevolent & the Serene exhibition of Japanese woodcut prints and tea bowls, ASU Art Museum, 2022
· Cataloged collection of ethnographic objects, artworks and textiles, Center for Asian Research, Arizona State University, 2022

Zayed National Museum (ZNM), Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates			          		09/20 to 05/22
Curator
· Created exhibition proposal for The UAE and the Silk Road of the Sea special exhibition (dates tbd)
· Authored research documents on historic maritime trade between Arabia and Asia.
· Analyzed archaeological excavation reports to determine exhibition content.
· Assembled proposed object list of ceramics, archaeological artifacts, manuscripts, and interactive collections.
· Outlined original multimedia content for production.
· Collaborate with colleagues in the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, Germany, and Australia digitally.
· Acquire Asian ceramics and other objects to illustrate archaeological finds from Julfar, Dubai, and Abu Dhabi.
· Write research-based dossiers to support acquisitions for museum permanent collection.
· Use EMu Collections Management System database to catalogue museum collection.
· Write in-gallery text panels outlining exhibit narratives.

Musical Instrument Museum (MIM), Phoenix, AZ				           	    		07/09 to 01/20
Curator for Asia, Oceania, and the Middle East				           			
Curatorial Assistant	
· Curated special exhibition Ancient Musical Treasures from Central China: Harmony of the Ancients from the Henan Museum (November 10, 2017–May 6, 2018) in collaboration with China’s Henan Museum. Reviewed in Wall Street Journal (December 2-3, 2017), and in Orientations (Volume 49-Number 4) by 
Dr. Claudia Brown, Professor of Asian Art History at ASU Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts.
· Cultivated institutional relationship with Henan Museum.
· Oversaw transfer of museum objects.
· Worked with ceramic, bronze, and bone artworks and musical instruments spanning 9,000 years.
· Introduced concept of harmony to unify objects culturally, philosophically, and musically.
· Authored all exhibition and catalog texts.
· Led video production on location in Henan Province, China.
· Hosted four groups of visiting delegates through exhibition installation, run, and closure.
· Co-curated special exhibition Dragons and Vines: Inlaid Guitar Masterpieces (November 2016–September 2017) – Co-curated with a MIM colleague, this exhibition drew from private collections to shed light on the stories and innovative contemporary artists behind the most spectacular inlaid guitars in the world. 
· Cultivated relationships with contemporary inlay artists, luthiers, and private collectors.
· Co-authored all exhibition texts and catalog.
· Co-led video and photo production on location in the United States.		
· Co-authored and co-developed early versions of guided museum tours and educational curriculum.
· Gave frequent lectures in museum volunteer programs.
· Trained museum docents and other volunteers in giving museum tours, teaching hands-on workshops, and museum practices.
· Curated a collection of approximately 4,000 musical instruments, textiles, prints, and associated objects representing over 100 countries.
· Represented MIM at Smithsonian Affiliates Conference June, 2019.
· Used The Museum System (TMS) to catalogue, manage, and track thousands of museum objects.
· Worked closely with museum preparators and registrars to unpack, store, and handle museum objects.
· Worked closely with museum conservator to assess condition of objects and plan treatments.
· Established streamlined exhibit production methods.
· Collaborated with Education, Exhibits, Public Programs, Volunteer, and Multimedia departments to initiate, develop, execute, and refine projects.
· Collaborated with faculty and students from Arizona State University, University of Arizona, and University of California at Los Angeles to provide special museum tours in support of course curricula.
· Co-developed classification scheme for global musical instruments.
· Managed digitization of large film archive in conjunction with University of Washington, part of which was recently accepted into the National Archive of South Korea.
· Acquired hundreds of fine, rare, and antique musical instruments from over 100 countries.
· Collaborated with contemporary artisans, luthiers, and tradition bearers to develop sustaining relationships and mutually beneficial projects.
· Negotiated and maintained institutional and private loans, both international and domestic.
· Authored object labels for thousands of museum objects.
· Engaged directly with the community through frequent public presentations and community events.
· Established partnerships with cultural groups and performers on the local, national, and international levels for public programs, educational, and curatorial collaborations.
· Authored original content for permanent museum displays, publications, and public lectures.
· Curated 20-30 permanent displays per year representing diverse musical and cultural themes.
· Curated thousands of video clips for inclusion in museum displays for Asia, Oceania, and the Middle East.
· Worked directly with Institutional Advancement department to identify and pursue funding from private and institutional sources.

Educational Experience

Ayudhaya Preparatory International School, Ayutthaya, Thailand				       	08/08 to 06/09
Instructor					        			 
· Taught English as a foreign language and social studies.
· Developed an English-language social studies curriculum.
· Operated a summer English immersion program for elementary school Thai students: a cooperative program between Ayudhaya Preparatory International School, Thailand, and Ahwatukee Foothills Prep, Phoenix, AZ.

Phoenix Advantage Charter School, Phoenix, AZ						      	 08/07 to 06/08
General Music Teacher (K-8)
· Created music lessons to align with unique humanities curriculum focused on a multicultural worldview.
· Initiated, planned and taught “Guitar Club” afterschool program.

University of California at Riverside, Riverside, CA							09/05 to 06/06
University Teaching Assistant
· Taught sections of Music Cultures of the World, and Music in Film and Television.
· Received Gluck Fellowship to present about musical cultures of Asia in local elementary classrooms.

Education

· Master of Arts in Ethnomusicology, University of California at Riverside
· Bachelor of Music in Cello Performance, California State University at Long Beach

Continuing Education 

· ARS 700 History, Theory and Criticism of Art, Spring 2021, ASU
· ARS 574 Studies in Japanese Art, Fall 2020, ASU
· ARS 394 Islamic Art, Fall 2020, ASU
· ARS 494 Curation and Globalization, Summer 2020, ASU
· ARS 394 Introduction to Museums, Summer 2020, ASU
· Mini MBA for Nonprofit Organizations, Opus College of Business, University of St. Thomas, Minneapolis, MN
