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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 
 8/01 – Present  ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW, 

Tempe, AZ 
    Clinical Professor of Law 
  
    Courses Taught: 

Legal Method and Writing 
Legal Advocacy  
Bar Exam Preparation 
Criminal Law 
Prisoner Rights 
Intensive Legal Writing 

     • Instruct classes on legal research, analysis, writing and 
oral arguments. 

     • Lecture and facilitate classroom discussions on memo and 
brief writing. 

     • Draft and grade written assignments. 
     • Counsel students during one-on-one conferences. 
      
 
  
    Professor for Continuing Legal Education Opportunity (CLEO) 

Program 
     • Instructed classes on legal research, analysis, writing and 

oral arguments in a program sponsored by the American 
Bar Association during Summer 2004.  

    
 
 6/01 – Present  BARBRI, Chicago, IL 
    Professional Lecturer 

    • Lecture 50 to 250-person classes on criminal law and 
criminal procedure for the bar exam. 

    • Lecture locations include Harvard, Penn, Duke, UCLA, 
UC-Hastings, Berkeley, and the University of 
Washington. 

     
 



 8/00 – 7/01   WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, St. Louis, 
MO 

    Lecturer in Law (Legal Research & Writing) 
     • Instructed classes on legal research, analysis, writing and       

oral arguments. 
     • Lectured and facilitate classroom discussions on memo 

and brief writing.  
     • Drafted and graded written assignments.  
     • Counseled students during one-on-one conferences. 
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE (Continued) 
 
 6/94-8/95  UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN, 

Urbana, IL 
    Teaching Assistant, Business Law 200 

     • Instructed 40-person classes on employment, corporate 
and criminal law. 

     • Drafted and graded midterms and final exams. 
 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
   Books 

 
Law 101: What Law School’s Really Like (the book and documentary), 
Carolina Academic Press (2015).  
 
The Zen of Law School Success, Carolina Academic Press (2012) 
 
The Zen of Passing the Bar Exam, Carolina Academic Press (2010) 
 
The Arizona Bar Exam: Pass it Now, Carolina Academic Press (2011) 
 

 
  Articles 

 
Two Minutes of Zen: Get to or Have to? THE LEARNING CURVE, 
Winter/Spring 2018. 
 
The Zen of Legal Research, THE SECOND DRAFT, October 2017.  
 
 E=LS2 (Energy = Law School Success), The Student Lawyer Magazine 
April 2017 issue. 
    



Memory and Remembering for Law Students, THE LEARNING 
CURVE, March 2016 issue. 
 
Increasing Our Students’ Focus, Memory, Performance, Health, and 
Happiness by Introducing Them to the Magic Elixir, THE LEARNING 
CURVE, March 2013 issue.  
 
My Best Class: Add Time, Subtract Time, THE SECOND DRAFT, Vol. 
20, No. 1, August 2005. 
 
Laughing Their Way Into Statutory Interpretation, THE SECOND 
DRAFT (special feature), Vol. 18, No. 2, June 2004. 
 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
    UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
    COLLEGE OF LAW 
    Juris Doctor, May 1995 
    HONORS/ACTIVITIES:  
    • University of Illinois Law Review  
     • Associate Editor, 1994-95 
     • Writer, 1993-94 
    • National Moot Court Competition 
    • Illinois State Bar Association Member 
    • Peer Advisor 
 
 
    UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
    Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, Cum Laude, May 1991 
    HONORS/ACTIVITIES:  

• Graduated with High Distinction in Political Science  
   • Senior Honors Thesis, “Making 911 Systems More Effective” 
  • Peter F. Rossiter Political Science Award for Outstanding 

Achievement 
   • John Wright Athletic Scholarship 
   • Bertrand M. Hopper Scholarship 
   • Fred S. Bailey Scholarship 
   • Beta Theta Pi Fraternity (Vice-President, Pledge Trainer) 
   • Matthew House Big Brother Tutor 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESENTATIONS  
 

“Technology” in the Classroom: Books, Brains, and Bans (on 
Laptops),” LWI one-day workshop, Pittsburgh, Dec. 2018.  

 
 
Zen and the Art of our Students’ Mental Health, Rocky Mountain 
Regional Writing Conference, Denver, CO, March 2018. 
 
 
The Intersection of Neuroscience, Mindfulness, and Law School 
Pedagogy,” AASE national conference, St. Louis, MO, 2018. 

 
 
Introducing our Students to Oral Advocacy through a Settlement 
Conference, Presented at the Rocky Mountain Regional Writing 
Conference, Phoenix, AZ, March 2017. 
 
 
Two Minutes of Zen, Presented at the ALWD national conference, 
Minneapolis, MN, July 2017. 
 
 
The Zen of Legal Research, Presented at the LWI one-day workshop in 
San Francisco, CA, Dec. 2017.  

 
Law School Learning and Memory.  Presented at the Southeastern 
Regional Writing Conference, Miami, FL, January 2016. 

 
 
   Teaching our Students “Brain Skills” They Need to Succeed.  

Presented at the Association of Academic Support Educators Conference, 
Chicago, IL, May 2015.  

 
   Introducing our Students to the Art of Oral Advocacy.  Presented at 

the LWI One-day Conference, St. Louis, MO, December 2015.  
 
 

Teaching Persuasive Writing Outside of the Box.  Presented at the 
Rocky Mountain Legal Writing Conference (Las Vegas, NV, March 2014) 
 
 
Frantic Frankie’s Frantic Presentation.  Presented at the LWI 
Conference in Philadelphia, PA, July 2014 (with Tamara Herrera, Amy 
Langenfeld, and Kim Holst).  
 
 



Designing Writing Assignments for a Bar Exam Course.  Presented at 
the LWI One-day Conference, Las Vegas, NV, December 2014. 

 
 

What Anna Nicole Smith can Teach our Students about Persuasive 
Writing.  Presented at the Rocky Mountain Regional Writing Conference, 
Las Vegas, NV, March 2013.  
 
 
Making the Most of Your First Assignment: Getting to Know Your 
Students and Getting Them to Know Each Other. Presented at the 
Rocky Mountain Regional Writing Conference, Tempe, Arizona 2012. 
 
 
Introducing Yourself with Style (but not necessarily grace). (Co-
presented with Susan Bahkshian, Loyola University and Allison Martin, 
University of Indiana at Indianapolis).  Presented at the Legal Writing 
Institute National Bi-Annual Conference, Atlanta, Georgia.  July 2006. 

 
 

Having Fun Teaching Research and Citation. 
Presented at the Fifth Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing 
Conference, Tempe, Arizona.  March 2005. 

 
 
   Courtroom Oratory.  

Presented to undergraduate students specializing in pre-law studies          
(Communications 325 class).  October 2005. 

 
 
   Secrets to Law School Success. 

  Presented at Conference hosted by Arizona State University, Tempe, 
Arizona.  Sponsored by the Law School Admissions Council (LSAC).  
November 2004. 
 
 
Tips of the Week: Preparing 1Ls for the Law School Experience. 
Presented at the Fourth Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing 
Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada.  March 2004. 

 
 

  Law School 101 – Everything You Need to Know 
  Principal Speaker and Program Moderator, Phoenix, Arizona.  Sponsored 

by Kaplan.  February 2004. 
 
 



Giving Effective Student Feedback on Writing Assignments (co-
presented with Jennifer Anderson, University of Nevada at Las Vegas).  
Presented at the Third Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing 
Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico.  March 2003.   
 
 
The Dirty Joke Methodology: A new approach to teaching statutory 
interpretation.   
Presented at the Second Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing 
Conference, Tempe, Arizona.  March 2002. 
 

 
 
CONFEREENCES ATTENDED 

 
 
Legal Writing Institute One-day conference, Pittsburgh, PA, December 
2018.  
 
Association of Academic Support Educators Conference, St. Louis, MO, 
May 2018. 

 
Rocky Mountain Regional Writing Conference, Phoenix, AZ, March 
2018. 
 

 Rocky Mountain Regional Writing Conference, Phoenix, AZ, March 2017. 
 

Association of Legal Writing Directors (ALWD) national conference, 
Minneapolis, MN, July 2017. 

 
Legal Writing Institute One-day conference in San Francisco, CA, Dec.  
2017.  
 
Legal Writing Institute One-day conference, Portland, Oregon, December 
2016.  
 
Legal Writing Institute National Bi-Annual Conference, Portland, Oregon.  
July 2016. 
 
Southeastern Regional Writing Conference, Miami, FL, January 2016. 
 
Association of Academic Support Educators Conference, Chicago, IL, 
May 2015. 

 
Legal Writing Institute One-day conference, St Louis, Missouri, 
December 2015.  
 



Conference on Clinical Legal Education, Chicago, IL April 2014. 
 
Legal Writing Institute One-day conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, 
December 2014.  
 
Legal Writing Institute National Bi-Annual Conference, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  July 2014. 
 
Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, 
March 2013. 
 
Legal Writing Institute National Bi-Annual Conference, Palm Desert, 
California, July 2012.  
 
Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing Conference, Tempe, Arizona 
March 2012. 
 
National Conference of Bar Examiners Bi-Annual Conference, Madison, 
Wisconsin, October 2012.   
 
Section 1983 Civil Rights Litigation Conference, Chicago, IL April 2011.  
 
National Conference of Bar Examiners Bi-Annual Conference, Madison, 
Wisconsin, October 2012.   
 
Section 1983 Civil Rights Litigation Conference, Chicago, IL April 2010 
 
Section 1983 Civil Rights Litigation Conference, Chicago, IL April 2009. 
 
Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, 
March 2007 
 
Legal Writing Institute National Bi-Annual Conference, Atlanta, Georgia.  
July 2006. 
 
Fifth Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing Conference, 
Tempe, Arizona.  March 2005. 
 
Fourth Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing Conference, Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  March 2004. 
 
Third Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing Conference, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.  March 2003. 

 
Legal Writing Institute National Bi-Annual Conference, Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  July 2002. 
 



Second Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing Conference, 
Tempe, Arizona.  March 2002. 

 
First Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Legal Writing Conference, 
Tucson, Arizona.  March 2001. 
 
Legal Writing Institute National Bi-Annual Conference, Seattle, 
Washington.  July 2000. 

 
 

 
 
COMMITTEES & OTHER LAW SCHOOL SERVICE 
 

   • Rocky Mountain Regional Writing Program Committee Chair 2017.  
 
   • Faculty Advisor – Arizona Criminal Law Student Organization 
 
   • Legal Writing Institute Bar Outreach Committee (2014). 
 
   • Rocky Mountain Regional Writing Program Committee Chair (2012).  
 
   • Legal Writing Institute Conference Poster Committee (2012). 
 
   • Honor Code Hearing Board (2002-Present). 
    
   • Legal Writing Hiring Committee (2004-2005). 
    
   • Recruitment Committee on Newly Admitted Students (2004-Present). 
 
   • Arizona Justice Project Supervisor and Coordinator.  
 
   • Supervise student law journal notes and comments (approx. 10 per year).  
    
   • Supervise student externships (approx. 5 per year 2001-2013). 
    
   • Supervise student independent studies (approx. 1-2 per year). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AWARDS 
 

   • Outstanding Faculty Reader Award (from ASU Law Journal) 2004-2005. 
 
   • “List of Top 1% of Instructors Voted Excellent by Their Students” for     

all seven business law classes at the University of Illinois. 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE  
 
 
 8/96 – 8/00  OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, Springfield, IL 
    Assistant Attorney General, General Law Division 
     • Trial attorney in charge of approximately 100 active 

cases. 
     • Successfully litigated over 30 federal and state jury trials. 
     • Prosecuted Illinois State Police officers for official 

misconduct. 
     • Defended 42 U.S.C. Section 1983 claims. 

       • Spoke throughout the state on behalf of the Attorney 
General and his legislative initiatives. 

 
 
 6/91-8/92  OFFICE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, Springfield, IL 
    Assistant to the Lieutenant Governor on Legislative Affairs 
     • Drafted bill analyses and sign/veto recommendations; 

tracked legislation. 
     • Advanced, coordinated, and briefed the Lieutenant 

Governor’s speaking events. 
     • Drafted speeches to be read by Lieutenant governor at 

various speaking events. 
 
 
 Summer 1990  NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE ASSOCIATION (NCJA), 

Washington, DC 
    Staff Writer 
     • Wrote articles for NCJA publications. 
     • Researched state and federal criminal law issues. 
     • Covered and reported on Senate Judiciary Hearings. 


