Sydney Parker
sparke46@asu.edu | LinkedIn | Research Gate
Lab Affiliation: Youth and Families in Court Systems (YFACS) Lab 
Research Interests: human-centered design, mental health, family law, children, coping
Education
Arizona State University
Doctor of Philosophy in Law & Psychology
Expected Graduation Date: May 2028
Major Advisor: Dr. Karey O’Hara

Master of Science in Law & Psychology
Expected Graduation Date: May 2025
Committee: Dr. Karey O’Hara (Chair); Dr. Stacia Stolzenberg; Dr. John Coffey
Thesis: Will I be taken care of? How interparental conflict correlates to children’s appraisals of the parent-child relationship within a contextual coping framework.
West Virginia University
Bachelor of Arts (Honors) in Psychology & History
Minor in Law & Legal Studies
Graduation Date: May 2023
GPA: 4.0/4.0
Manuscripts
Under Review
Druskin, L., Elias, H., Phillips, S., Parker, S., Franzese, S., Shultz, T., Capage, L., McNeil, C. (under review) The role of adverse childhood experiences and adaptive skills in treatment engagement at a rural Appalachian child advocacy center. Journal of Child & Adolescent Trauma.
in Preparation
Parker, S.M. & O’Hara, K.L. (in prep). Will I be taken care of? How interparental conflict correlates to children’s appraisals of the parent-child relationship within a contextual coping framework.

O’Hara, K.L., Rhodes, A., Parker, S.M., Morgan-Lopez, A., Saavedra, L. M., West, S.G., Sandler, I.N., Wolchik, S.A. (in prep). Interactive Effects Among Children’s Responses to Post-Separation/Divorce Interparental Conflict and Associations with Coping Efficacy and Mental Health Problems.

Parker, S.M., O’Hara, K., Wolchik, S., Saini, M., Porter, M., Lyon, A. (in prep). Change without blame and shame: A mixed-methods approach to redesigning parent education for high-conflict separation/divorce using human-centered design principles.

Yang, M., Parker, S.M., O’Hara, K.L., Sullivan, C.E., Lyon, A.R. (in prep). Human-centered design of a digital intervention for children coping with high conflict separation/divorce: A mixed-methods study.
Book ChAPTERS
Under review
Parker, S. M., Kotecha, D., O’Hara, K.L., & Wolchik, S. (under review). Behavioral parent training in the context of conflict and divorce. In T. Del Vecchio and M. Terjesen, Handbook of Behavioral Parent Training. American Psychological Association.
Presentations & conferences
Symposia Organized
Parker, S.M., Lay, G.A., Sullivan, C., Yang, M.Y., & Lamb, M. (moderator). (upcoming March 2025). Designing for Impact: Balancing Rigorous Research and Real-World Constraints in Family Law Interventions. 2025 Conference of the American Psychology-Law Society, San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Parker, S.M., Lay, G.A., Yang, M.Y., & Morris, T. (upcoming May 2025). We Hear You: Balancing Research with the Real World in Family Law Interventions. Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 62nd Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA.
Paper presentations
Parker, S.M., O’Hara, K., Wolchik, S., Saini, M., Porter, M., Lyon, A. (upcoming March 2025). Change without blame and shame: A mixed-methods approach to redesigning parent education for high-conflict separation/divorce using human-centered design principles. 2025 Conference of the American Psychology-Law Society, San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Parker, S.M., O’Hara, K., Wolchik, S., Saini, M., Porter, M., Lyon, A. (upcoming May 2025). Change without blame and shame: A mixed-methods approach to redesigning parent education for high-conflict separation/divorce using human-centered design principles. Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 62nd Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA.
poster presentations
Parker, S.M., O’Hara, K.L., Rhodes, A.C., Morgan-Lopez, A.A., Saavedra, L.M., West, S.G., Sandler, I.N., & Wolchik, S.A. (upcoming May 2025). Interactive effects of children’s responses to post-separation conflict on coping efficacy and mental health outcomes. Society for Research in Child Development 2025 Biennial Meeting, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Yang, M.L., Parker, S.M., O’Hara, K.L., Sullivan, C., & Lyon, A. (expected April 2025). Human-centered design of a digital intervention for children coping with high conflict separation/divorce: A mixed-methods study. Anxiety & Depression Association of America 2025 Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada.

Lay, G., Parker, S.M., & O’Hara, K. (November 2024). The Decision Blueprint: Exploring the Decision-Making Criteria for Parenting Interventions in Family Court [Poster]. Society for Judgment and Decision Making (SJDM) Conference 2024, New York, NY, United States.

Parker, S.M., Druskin, L., Capage, L., McNeil, C. (2022, November). Parental substance use: The link between child custody case outcomes and trauma history. 2022 Symposium on Rural Substance Use Rapid-Fire Poster Session, Virtual.

Parker, S., Tower, L. (2023, April). An exploration of variables that impact attendance at a rural child advocacy center. 7th Annual Undergraduate Research Symposium, West Virginia University.

Druskin, L. R., Elias, H., Phillips, S., Parker, S., Franzese, S., Shultz, T., Capage, L., & McNeil, C. B. (2023, November). The role of adverse childhood experiences and adaptive skills in treatment engagement at a rural Appalachian child advocacy center. 57th annual meeting of the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Seattle, WA.
Conferences attended
41st Annual Arizona Family and Conciliary Courts Conference – Sedona, AZ (January 2024)
American Psychology and Law Society Conference – Los Angeles, CA (March 2024)
61st Annual Family and Conciliary Courts Conference – Boston, MA (June 2024)
Research Experience
Ongoing projects

Project Brain Team  
August 2023-Present
Principle Investigator: Dr. Karey O’Hara
This is a randomized clinical trial of a digital coping program for children ages 9-12 who are experiencing mental health struggles due to interparental conflict (IPC) in the context of divorce/separation. My role is to track participant engagement and ensure participants are completing their assigned tasks on time.

Pima County Family Drug Court
August 2023-Present
Principle Investigator: Dr. Karey O’Hara

This is a collaborative project with Judge Lisa Abrams of the family court in Pima County, AZ. She is interested in having us evaluate and develop a family drug court program within the family court system.
Undergraduate experience

Honors EXCEL Program
August 2021-May 2023
Faculty Mentor: Leslie Tower, Ph.D.
Student Researcher
Developed an independent research project at the Monongalia County Child Advocacy Center investigating variables that influenced child therapy client attendance.


Experimental Behavior Analysis Lab
June 2022-August 2022
Principle Investigator: Michael Perone, Ph.D.
Undergraduate Research Assistant
Ensured animals were properly fed, weighed, and housed according to university and OLAB protocols. 
Collected data from lab sessions.
Grants/Scholarships & Awards/honors

Research Grants

Spring 2024 Seed Grant (O’Hara, PI) – $7,481 
May 2024-April 2025
ASU Institute for Social Science Research
Developing a Digital Infrastructure to Track Participant Engagement in Intervention Programs
Role: Co-Investigator
Additional Grants/scholarships
ASU Teaching Assistantship – full tuition waiver					 Fall 2023-Present
AFCC Conference Scholarship – cost of registration and pre-conference institute		June 2024
AZAFCC Travel Award – cost of lodging & travel						June 2024
AZAFCC Conference Scholarship – cost of registration & lodging				January 2024
John Ransel Romine ‘44 Awards in History for Best Global History Paper – $500 	May 2023
Sally Poole Wilkins Prize for Highest GPA in History – $250				May 2023
WVU Scholarship of Distinction – $17,000					Fall 2019-May 2023
WVU EXCEL Program – $1,000							Fall 2021-May 2023	
Awards/honors

Eberly College Outstanding Senior Award for History
WVU President’s List 
WVU Honors Foundation Program
Distinguished Performance in Psych 302, “Behavior Principles” 

May 2023
Fall 2019-Spring 2023
Fall 2019-Spring 2021
Spring 2022
Employment


Monongalia County Child Advocacy Center 

August 2021-May 2023
Supervisor: Dr. Laura Capage
Clinical Intern
Collected, consolidated, and analyzed data at a rural mental health care facility.
Observed clinical practice with traumatized children.
Conducted therapy orientations with clients.
Assisted with forensic interviews.


West Virginia Prevention Research Center 
May 2022-May 2023
Supervisor: Micah Gregory, M.SW.
Student Worker
Helped evaluate ongoing state-wide CDC-funded public health projects.
Created evaluation tools for ongoing state-wide CDC-funded public health projects.
Wrote evaluation reports of public health partners’ progress on CDC-funded projects.
Teaching Experience
Arizona State university

Teaching Assistant – Psych 545 Advanced Legal Psychology
Teaching Assistant – Psych 474 Correctional Psychology
Teaching Assistant – Psych 541 Forensic Science Research 
Teaching Assistant – Psych 211 The Criminal Mind 
	Supervised 1 undergraduate honors project.
Teaching Assistant – Psych 211 The Criminal Mind 
	Supervised 2 undergraduate honors projects.
Teaching Assistant – Psych 211 The Criminal Mind 
Teaching Assistant – Psych 211 The Criminal Mind 
Teaching Assistant – Psych 211 The Criminal Mind
Fall 2024 Session B
Fall 2024 Session A
Summer 2024 Session B
Summer 2024 Session A

Spring 2024 Session B

Spring 2024 Session A
Fall 2023 Session B
Fall 2023 Session A

West Virginia University

Undergraduate Teaching Assistant – Psych 203 Research Methods 
Undergraduate Teaching Assistant – Psych 204 Research Methods 
Spring 2022
Fall 2021

professional Service

Graduate Student Committee Co-Chair
	Co-led the student organization for ASU’s Law & Psychology Ph.D. Program.

Co-Reviewer, Journal of Applied Developmental Science

Onboarding/Mentorship
August 2024-May 2025



February 2024

Spring 2024
Trained a graduate-level research assistant and onboarded them onto research projects for the YFaCS lab.


Science Dissemination & Community Engagement Committee Manager
Fall 2023-Present
Ran social media platforms for the YFaCS lab.
Trained and supervised multiple undergraduate and graduate-level research assistants.


Arizona Family and Conciliation Courts Conference Volunteer
January 2024
Helped conference attendees register and check into the conference.
Professional Trainings & Technical skills
Professional trainings

DataCamp Introduction to R Course
DEAR Project – Calling Out Racism as a White Ally: Psychology Advocacy in Action
Intro to R Workshop Series
IRB Basics
HIPPA Training
CITI Good Clinical Practice 
CITI Human Research – Social/Behavioral Research
Affirming Healthcare for Transgender and Gender-Diverse West Virginians
CITI Working with Rats in Research Setting

Spring 2024
Spring 2024

Fall 2023
October 2023
August 2023
August 2023
August 2023
June 2022

September 2020

technical skills
SPSS Statistical Software, Qualtrics, REDCap, Canvas, Blackboard, Yellowdig

Professional Affiliations


Society for Research in Child Development					Fall 2024-Present
APA Division 37 Child Maltreatment						Spring 2024-Present
Association of Family & Conciliation Courts (Arizona Chapter)			Fall 2023-Present
Phi Beta Kappa, National Honors Society					Spring 2023-Present
Psi Chi, International Psychology Honors Society				Spring 2022-Present
Phi Sigma Theta, National Honors Service Society				Fall 2021-Present
Phi Alpha Theta, National History Honors Society				Spring 2021-Present
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