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School of Criminology & Criminal Justice
Watts College of Public Service & Community Solutions, Arizona State University
Email: maddieboersma@asu.edu
EDUCATION: 
2029 [Expected] 	Ph.D. Criminology and Criminal Justice
	Arizona State University
2025	M.S. Criminology and Criminal Justice				Arizona State University
Thesis: “Putting the community in community corrections: What happens when community members invest in the lives of those leaving prison” supervised by Dr. Kevin Wright (chair); Dr. Marva Goodson; Dr. Danielle Wallace
2022 	B.A. Criminology and Criminal Justice, Summa Cum Laude	Whitworth University
GRANTS & HONORS:
2025	Distinguished Graduate Student, Faculty Women’s Association
	Arizona State University
2024	Watts College Principled Innovation Student Grant	 ($5,000)		“Principled Innovation in Prison Reentry Support”		Arizona State University
2023-Present	Jeffery D. McClelland Fellowship ($59,000)					Arizona State University
2022 	Sociology Department Achievement Award ($500)	 		Whitworth University
2020-2022	Dean’s List								Whitworth University 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:
2023 - Present 	Graduate Research Assistant, Center for Correctional Solutions, Arizona State University, Kevin Wright, PhD 
			Project Thrive Evaluation
Project Thrive will implement a coaching model of staff-resident interactions within a prison unit in Tennessee. Evaluation will be completed based on needs assessment to determine if Project Thrive impacts culture, behavior, environment, and leadership within a prison setting, as compared to another similar unit. Role will include designing and conducting the evaluation. 
Open Table Reentry Program						
The Open Table Reentry Program allows community members to invest their social capital in the lives of those returning from prison. Role included participating in program development with Open Table administration, table member training, and regular program meetings. Additional responsibilities to include giving feedback and guidelines for future program directions. 
2022	Undergraduate Research Assistant, Dept. of Sociology, Whitworth University, Jacqueline van Wormer, PhD
Evaluating US Juvenile Justice Policies, Dept. of Criminal Justice and Criminology, Washington State University
Under a $3.5 million grant from the Department of Justice, this project aimed to survey the juvenile justice field, determine training needs, develop curriculum and create guidebooks and interactive maps. Role involved analyzing state juvenile justice department websites, mission statements, and guidelines to determine department values and procedures.
2022	Social Research, Dept of Sociology, Whitworth University, Jason Wollschleger, PhD
		The Impacts of Incarceration on Mental Health, Dept. of 				Sociology, Whitworth University
Project developed for Social Research course. Work included analysis of National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997 (NLSY97) data to examine the short-term impacts of incarceration on mental health while in prison. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:
2026	CRJ 318: Inside Out Prison Exchange Program					School of Criminology and Criminal Justice, Arizona State University

TEACHING ASSISTANT EXPERIENCE:
2022	SO 338: Statistical Analysis in Sociology						Dept. of Sociology, Whitworth University, Mark Killian, PhD					
PUBLICATIONS:
Boersma, M (in prep). Considering jails: Access to programming and officer safety 
Boersma, M. (in prep). Putting the community in community corrections: What happens when community members invest in the lives of those leaving prison.
Boersma, M. (in prep). The impact of family support on mental health for juveniles in reentry.

PRESENTATIONS:
Boersma, M. & Wallace, D. (2026) COVID-19 in Federal prisons: Reciprocal relationships between prison staff and incarcerated persons. Panel presentation at the Western Society of Criminology Annual Conference.
Boersma, M. (2025). Putting the community in community corrections: What happens when community members invest in the lives of those leaving prison. Panel presentation at the American Society of Criminology Annual Conference.
Boersma, M. (2023). The impact of Incarceration on Mental Health. Roundtable presentation at the Pacific Sociological Association Conference.

MENTORSHIP:
2025-Present	Nadia Celaya-Alcala, Watts Undergraduate Research Fellow, Arizona State University
2025-Present	McKenna Hale, Watts Undergraduate Research Fellow, Arizona State University
2024-2025	Catrin Shmaeil, Watts Undergraduate Research Fellow, Arizona State University
2023-2025	Marcella Fuller, Watts Undergraduate Research Fellow, Arizona State University 

ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:
2024	Arizona Adverse Childhood Experiences Consortium (AZ ACES) 	Training of the Trainers
	Included 25 hours of training on the science and impact of ACES and trauma, resilience and healing-focused strategies, the importance of trauma-informed environments, and how to create engaging training sessions. Upon completion of training, classified as Certified ACES Trainer.
2024		Introduction to R Workshop, Arizona State University, Dr. Jacob Young
Workshop included 8 hours of content on working with R and RStudio for statistical analysis. 
2023		Open Table: Core Model Table Member Training				
Training included information on Open Table history, the Core Table Model, relationship building and trauma-informed best practices, and guidelines for implementing a virtual table. 
SERVICE:
2024-Present	Co-curator, {Ink}arcerated Art Show
	{Ink}arcerated is an annual art show hosted by the Center for Correctional Solutions that sells art created by incarcerated artists across the state of Arizona for charity. Role included event planning, including venue search, collaboration with Department of Corrections officials, meeting with incarcerated artists, and data management. 
2024-Present	Facilitator, ASU POINT Signature Series workshops, ASPC-Perryville	
Signature Series is a course that takes place in prison facilities consisting of two workshops. Each session encourages participants to embrace their wellbeing and foster personal growth. Role includes leading small and large group conversations, encouraging discussion and personal reflection. 
2024		Attendee, Fair Chance Employment Symposium, Arouet			
Attended event celebrating those who encourage Fair Chance hiring. Engaged with community leaders and learned about Fair Chance hiring practices.
2024		Volunteer, {Ink}arcerated Art Show					
Assisted in planning and organizing of art pieces, ran sales table during event.
2023-Present	Volunteer, Program Associate, Arizona Department of Corrections, 	Rehabilitation and Reentry							
Received departmental clearance to facilitate programs within Arizona correctional facilities. 
ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS:
2025-Present	Western Society of Criminology
2024-Present	American Society of Criminology
2024-Present	Arizona Transformation Project (ATP) Perryville
2023-Present	Center for Correctional Solutions, Arizona State University
2022-Present 	Pacific Sociological Association
2019-Present	Alpha Kappa Delta International Honor Society of Sociology
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