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28026 Beechgate Drive
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275

martha@marthamasters.com

310-279-3198 mobile

EDUCATION

University of Southern California Thornton School of Music

Doctor of Musical Arts in Guitar Performance, May 2000


Minor Fields: Music Education, Instrumental Conducting


Peabody Conservatory of Music, Johns Hopkins University

Master of Music in Guitar Performance, May 1996


Peabody Conservatory of Music, Johns Hopkins University

Bachelor of Music in Guitar Performance, May 1994

ACADEMIC POSITIONS
Loyola Marymount University Department of Music
Full Clinical Professor and Artist-in-Residence, August 2019-present
Assistant Clinical Professor and Artist-in-Residence, August 2013-2019
Visiting Faculty, August 2012-May 2013
Adjunct Guitar Faculty, January 2001 – May 2012
California State University, Fullerton School of Music

Area Coordinator and Adjunct Guitar Faculty, August 2012-present

University of Southern California Thornton School of Music

Sabbatical Replacement January 2009 - May 2009 and September 2010 – May 2011

University of Southern California Thornton School of Music

Teaching Assistant, September 1997-May 1999

SUMMARY OF COURSES TAUGHT

Private Instruction

Guitar Ensemble

Guitar Orchestra

Guitar Chamber Music (with non-guitarists)

Performance Workshop

Guitar Literature

Guitar Pedagogy

Beginning Guitar Class

Independent Graduate Research Supervision
PUBLICATIONS

Books

Alfred’s Guitar 101, Alfred Publications, Summer 2014
The Total Classical Guitarist, Alfred Publications, Summer 2012
Reaching the Next Level, Mel Bay Publications, January 2010

Recordings
Baroque Mindset, Independent, 2019

En la tierre, Editions Doberman-Yppan, DO 959, 2015

Viaje en España, Guitar Solo Publications, GSP 1034CD, 2009


Viaggio in Italia, Guitar Solo Publications, GSP 1031CD, 2006
Musings, Guitar Solo Publications, GSP 1029CD, 2005

Mel Bay Presents Martha Masters, Mel Bay, MB99786DVD, 2002
Guitar Recital, Naxos Cat. # 8.555720, 2001

Serenade, Independent Records, 1999

Feature Articles/Interviews

Classical Guitar, Summer 2018

Gendai Guitar, January 2016

Guitare Classique, December 2015

Gendai Guitar, September 2010

Classical Guitar, February 2007
Web Sessions, April 2004
Classical Guitar, February 2004

Acoustic Guitar, October 2001

Soundboard, fall 2001

Trojan Family Magazine, February 2001

Other

Tribute to Manuel Barrueco, Soundboard, Summer 2019

Benjamin Verdery: A Montage of a Classical Guitarist, Hamilton Books, 2018 (essay)

Web Video Lessons, for Workshop Live, January 2006

“Notes from the Road,” Soundboard, Spring 2005 (article)
Articles for Guitar Sessions, the webzine for Mel Bay Publications, April –June 2004
Online Lessons/Interviews

Tonebase: Scarlatti K. 213 Tutorial and Interview, July 2019

SHORT FILM

Resonance, with Eugene Simon, 2018. https://vimeo.com/294200752
HONORS AND AWARDS
Professor of the Year, LMU College of Communication and Fine Arts, 2006

First Prize Winner, GFA International Solo Guitar Competition, 2000

First Prize Winner, Andrés Segovia International Competition, Linares, Spain, 2000

Finalist, Tansman International Competition of Musical Personalities, Poland, 2000
Outstanding Graduate Student Award, University of Southern California, 2000

Mencion especial execuo, Concurso Internacional de Guitarra, 1999

Prizewinner, Tokyo International Guitar Competition, 1998

National Finalist, American String Teacher’s Association Soloist Competition, 1998

Prizewinner, Guitar Foundation of America International Competition, 1997

First Prizewinner, National Guitar Summer Workshop Competition 1994

Finalist, Baltimore Chamber Music Awards Competition, 1994

First Prizewinner, Maryland ASTA Soloist Competition, 1994

National Finalist, ASTA Soloist Competition (Junior Division), 1990

ACADEMIC SERVICE

Present annual recital as Artist-in-Residence at LMU.

Invite and present guest artists at both universities on an ongoing basis.

Co-founded and direct the Annual LMU Guitar Festival.  
Department of Music representative on the DEI Steering Committee.
Founded/Directed Celebration of Cuban Art and Culture, Spring 2018.
ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS

President, Guitar Foundation of America (GFA), June 2010-present

Guide the artistic vision and drive strategic planning for the organization in partnership with the leadership team.  Serve in an international capacity as a diplomat and figure head for the organization, taking ownership of organizational challenges, and celebrating organizational successes.

Artistic Director, GFA International Concert Artist Competition, May 2011-present

Ensure the smooth and equitable execution of the world’s pre-eminent classical guitar competition.  Review rules annually with the Competition Committee, secure a diverse and high-profile jury, and ensure all competitors have a level playing field.  Provide for the live-streaming of the event and promotion of the event throughout the year.

Executive Director, Guitar Foundation of America (GFA), June 2005-June 2010

Managed a $400,000 annual budget, including drafting the annual proposed budget, and working with leadership to revise and secure board approval.  Supervised a staff working remotely throughout the country.  Liaised with the board, executive committee, and key volunteers to execute event planning, fundraising and marketing plans. 

Assistant Director and Faculty, National Guitar Workshop, July 2002-2013
Completed advance promotion and organization work, including writing and distributing international press releases.  Scheduled lessons, courses and performances for up to 80 students.  Maintained artist and student communication to ensure smooth event.
LEADERSHIP TRAINING

Leading Institutional Units and Programs. Fall 2018-Spring 2019.  Selected to participate in a course designed for Loyola Marymount University faculty and staff to explore current research and thought on leadership in the university environment.
SELECT MASTERCLASSES 2013-Present
Juilliard School

Manhattan School of Music

Mannes School of Music

Peabody Institute

Shenandoah Conservatory

SELECT PERFORMANCES 2013-Present
Sarajevo International Guitar Festival, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Adelaide Festival, Adelaide, Australia

Sydney Conservatorium, Sydney, Australia

Victoria University, Wellington, New Zealand

Guitar Society of Quebec, Quebec City, Canada

Seattle Classical Guitar Society, Seattle, WA

Philadelphia Guitar Society, Philadelphia, PA

Festival Internacional de Guitarra Sinaloa, Culiacan, Mexico

Daejon Guitar Festival, South Korea

Louisville Guitar Society, Louisville, KY

Xavier University, Cincinnati, OH

Florida Guitar Foundation, Miami, FL

St. Louis Classical Guitar Society, St. Louis, MO

Central Conservatory, Beijing, China

Shenzhen, China

Hong Kong, China

UNLV, Las Vegas, Nevada

92nd Street Y, New York, New York 

Baruch Performing Arts Center, New York, New York

Saltillo Guitar Festival, Saltillo, Mexico

Guitar Art Festival.  Belgrade, Serbia

Guayaquil, Ecuador

Festival Vivace Peru.  Lima, Peru

Taxco International Guitar Festival. Taxco, Mexico 

Koblenz, Germany

Virginia and New Mexico All State Guitar Orchestras (conducting)
