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Education

	University of California, Santa Barbara
PhD, Religious Studies
Dissertation: Navigating Reality Among Contemporary Magick Users in the Greater Los Angeles Area 
Committee: Joseph Blankholm, Elizabeth Perez, and David Walker

	                                 2024

	University of California, Santa Barbara 
MA, Religious Studies
Master’s Thesis: The Church of All Worlds: From Invented Religion to a Religion of Invention
Advisor: Joseph Blankholm

	2019

	University of California, Berkeley 
BA, Religious Studies

	2015

	New Actors Workshop
Two Year Professional Acting Program

	2000




Publications

	Review: Women and Gender Issues in British Paganism, 1945-1990 By Shai Ferraro. (Nova Religio)

	2022

	The Church of All Worlds, entrée in the Database of Religious History

	2020

	Review: Enjoying Religion: Pleasure and Fun in Established and New Religious Movements, edited by Frans Jespers, Karin van Nieuwkerk, and Paul van der Velde. (Nova Religio) 

	2019




Grants and Fellowships 

	UCSB Humanities and Social Sciences Research Grant.
 
	2022

	UCSB ARP Summer Grant

	2022

	UCSB Religious Studies Summer Research Grant 

	2019, 2020, 2021

	UCSB Dept. of Religious Studies: Rowny Fellowship (multi-year funding for PhD program)
	2016-2022




Awards

	W. Richard Comstock Memorial Award for the Study of Religion and Culture UCSB Religious Studies Department

	2022



Conference Papers 



	"The Cinema Crowd of Cocaine-Crazed, Sexual Lunatics, and the Swarming Maggots of Near-Occultists": Scandal and Religion Building in Los Angeles' Ordo Templi Orientis Lodges," American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA
“Bringing Your Problems to Work: Personal Experience as Fieldwork Among Los Angeles Ritual Magicians,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX 

“The Magical Marketplace: An Ethnography of Los Angeles’ Magical Supply Stores,” Society for the Anthropology of Religion Biannual Meeting, Victoria, BC, Canada

“Architects of Reality: Magickal Approaches to Subjective Reality,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Denver, CO

	2024
             




                                       2023



2022



2022

	“Magickal Approaches to Reality Construction,” Conference on Current Pagan Studies, Claremont Graduate University, Claremont, CA

	                                       2021

	“The Church of All Worlds: From Invented Religion to a Religion of Invention,” Graduate Conference on Religion and the Future, Boston University, Boston, MA
	2020




Service

  Member of Ritual Studies Steering Committee, American Academy of Religion        2025-2029

  Member of New Religious Movements Steering Committee,                                      2025-2029  
  American Academy of Religion		    										      
  Peer Reviewer, Nova Religio, University of Pennsylvania Press				   2025

	Time Management Associate, Promise Scholars Program, UCSB

	      2021

	Undergraduate Liaison, UCSB Religious Studies Department 
	 2019-2020




Teaching Experience


Arizona State University

Witchcraft and Heresy in Europe 					           Fall 2025, Spring 2026

Religion, Culture, and Public Life							    Spring 2026

Religion and Popular Culture								    Spring 2026

Life, Sex, and Death									        Fall 2025


University of North Carolina, Greensboro (Online)



Mystics in America							           Spring 2024, Fall 2025

American Dreams                                                                                                               Fall 2025

Religious Resistance to Power                         					        Fall 2025

Life, Death and Meaning	                  					                    Fall 2055

Divided We Stand: Democracy and Religion in America				    Spring 2024
 


University of California, Santa Barbara

Courses Taught 

  New Religious Movements 						          		  Winter 2024

	Religion in America Today 

American Religious History from 1865 to the Present

	Fall 2023 

Summer 2022

	Introduction to the Study of Religion

Introduction to the Study of Religion
	Summer 2020

 Summer 2019



	
	



Guest Lecturer

	Religious Approaches to Death

	Summer 2022

	New Religious Movements 

	Spring 2019

	Introduction to Religion and Politics

	Fall 2017 & 2018



Non-University Teaching

	After School Instructor, Gooden College Connection, Richmond, CA

	2012-2013

	Acting Teacher, John Robert Powers, Pleasanton, CA

	2008-2009



Other Academic Roles

	Research Assistant, Organized Non-Believer Database

	2017-2018




