RICHARD A. LEACH
Washington, DC  20007
(202)716-3376 | raleach@msn.com

Establish and lead initiatives to address societal challenges including food and nutrition security, environmental threats, and public health issues. Build organizations, develop policy, and lead operations to achieve defined goals while establishing the organizational capacity to sustain these efforts into the future. Worked within the United States government (Congress and the executive branch), United Nations agencies, academic institutions, nonprofit organizations, and the private sector.  

Arizona State University – Executive Director, Food is Medicine Initiative (2025 - present)
Leading a transformational nationwide initiative to address diet-related disease by integrating nutrition into the U.S. healthcare system and changing American’s relationship with food.
· Scaling best practices across healthcare systems, employers, and communities in Arizona, providing a roadmap that will be scaled across the nation.
· Leading efforts to shape public policy, build bipartisan support, and launch a national behavior change campaign.

Leach Consulting (2020 - 2025)
Provided strategic guidance to organizations in launching and advancing initiatives to address public health challenges, including:
· Nutrition: Collaborated across the public and private sectors to integrate nutrition-based interventions into the U.S. healthcare system in furtherance of the federal government’s National Strategy on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health. Led convenings of national stakeholders and served on Food is Medicine advisory boards for Avesis Inc, the Validation Institute’s FoodMed Certified initiative, and Agilix Health.
· Pandemic Preparedness and Response: Advised the University of Arizona on the creation of a new Center for Pandemic Preparedness and Response, including the design of a statewide system for managing future public health emergencies in partnership with government and private sector leaders. Collaborated with a consortium of researchers and bipartisan U.S. Senate leadership to develop and pass legislation to expand the U.S. government’s Long COVID efforts.  

World Food Program USA – President & CEO (2010 - 2019)
Led nonprofit organization to shape U.S. public policy and generate resources for the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), the world’s largest humanitarian agency.
· Led effort among international development organizations to create the Roadmap to End Global Hunger, a strategy to address the immediate needs and underlying causes of hunger that played a central role in expanding the U.S. government’s food security programs. Worked closely with the White House, State Department, and congressional leaders in a multiyear effort to establish new U.S. government operations to implement this strategy.
· Established strong organizational foundation: recruited and integrated a senior leadership team; built up significant financial reserve and diversified revenue stream; established governance, finance, and budget processes; built board of directors that included political and business leaders.
· Built congressional advocacy operation that helped generate substantial appropriations for food security programs; WFP received record U.S. government funding in FY18 of $2.7 billion.
· Established multifaceted private sector fundraising operation that stewarded a diverse donor base and built corporate partnerships that provided technical assistance and other resources to enhance WFP operations. 
· Led multiyear effort within Congress to establish an understanding of the direct link between food insecurity, instability, and U.S. national security interests, including roll-out of the organization’s Winning the Peace: Hunger and Instability report.  

Leach Consulting International, Inc. – President & CEO (1997- 2010)
Led teams to address a range of issues for U.N. agencies and non-governmental organizations, including:

· United Nations World Food Programme (1997-2010)
Established a U.S. nonprofit organization (World Food Program USA) to affect U.S. policy and engage the private sector in efforts to alleviate global hunger. While serving as the organization’s first Executive Director (1997-2004), built a bipartisan base of support within the U.S. Congress, established a fundraising operation, and developed partnerships with the private sector. In 2004, recruited a full-time Executive Director and continued to lead the organization’s public policy efforts. Worked with board members Bob Dole and George McGovern to develop federal legislation to establish a new program to provide meals to hungry children in schools in the world’s poorest countries. Ran a successful campaign to pass the legislation. Since it was established, this program has provided meals to more than 22 million children in over 40 countries.

· World Health Organization (2006-2008)
To assist its new leadership, led a review of the organization’s operations concerning pharmaceuticals and health technologies. Following this review, developed the plan to halt the production and trade of counterfeit drugs in collaboration with drug regulatory agencies, law enforcement authorities, the pharmaceutical industry, and other key stakeholders. Also led an initiative in consultation with representatives of Member States to identify the essential health technologies needed for health systems of developing nations. The methodology underlying this initiative was adopted by the World Health Assembly.

· Alliance for Representative Democracy (2001-2006)
Helped the Alliance expand its national campaign to incorporate civic education within the curriculum of public schools throughout the United States. As a key organizing tool, produced four annual Congressional Conferences on Civic Education, hosted by the bipartisan leadership of the U.S. Congress, that included delegations from all 50 states.  As a result of the conferences, each state established a coalition of state legislators, education officials, business leaders, and members of state judiciaries to further the campaign objectives.

· International Conference on Children & Tobacco (2003-2005)
In conjunction with UNICEF, the World Health Organization and the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, led a global campaign to identify and build support for the key public policies to protect children from tobacco use. This involved identifying the political leaders who had jurisdiction over the issues within the targeted countries, engaging advocacy groups within these countries, and involving both the advocacy groups and political leaders in a process to define and reach agreement on these specific policies.  The effort culminated in an international conference where leaders from 30 nations reached consensus and adopted a global policy agenda. This effort played a key role in building support for the International Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.  

World Wide Fund For Nature – Campaign Director (1996-1997)
Developed and launched the Living Planet Campaign for WWF-International which united the organization’s network of 25 country offices around a common plan of action to promote biodiversity by protecting key ecosystems. The campaign also provided a platform for the launch of the organization’s efforts to address over-fishing and deforestation. It mobilized consumers, businesses, and governments to take action to address these threats. The campaign was launched simultaneously across all regions of the world and generated widespread media coverage. Established campaign operations in Vienna and Amsterdam and led an international team.
 
United States Department of Health & Human Services – Director, National Immunization Outreach Program (1993-1996)
Appointed by the Clinton administration to create and direct the President’s childhood immunization campaign. The initiative was established to help address the low immunization coverage rate of children between birth and two years of age. It fostered collaboration among federal agencies and between federal agencies and state authorities, established public-private coalitions in all states, and led a national communications effort. Between 1993 and 1996, this effort helped increase the nation’s childhood immunization rate from 50 to 80 percent. In 1996, transformed the initiative into a branch of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
   
United States Congress, Select Committee on Hunger – Professional Staff (1991-1993)
Served on the foreign policy staff of the U.S. House of Representatives Select Committee on Hunger. Worked to shape U.S. policy on international development, food security, and humanitarian issues and served on U.S. delegations to U.N. proceedings concerning nutrition, street children, and HIV/AIDS.

The Law Firm of Dale & Lloyd – Attorney (1986-1990)
Practiced maritime and business law with a focus on corporate governance and finance issues, business transactions, and litigation of maritime matters in U.S. federal courts. Admitted to practice before the State Bar of California.

Publications:
· Leach, Richard. “The Inter-American Development Bank and the NGO Community: A Partnership in Support of the Microentrepreneur.” World Debt and the Human Condition, edited by Ved Nanda and George Shepherd, Greenwood Press, 1993, pp205-222.
· Leach, Richard (1988-1991), The Docket, Human Rights Internet Reporter, Harvard Law School, Volumes 12-14. Developed new column (The Docket) that reported on human rights cases before legal systems around the world.
· Richard A. Leach, Effective Enforcement of the Law of Nations: A Proposed International Human Rights Organization, 15 Cal West Int L.J. 705 (1985)

Board Service:
· Center for Mitochondrial and Epigenomic Medicine, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Advisory Committee (2021-present)
· George Washington University, Planet Forward, Advisory Board (2015-present) 
· United Mitochondrial Disease Foundation, Board of Trustees (2007-present)
· Winrock International, Board of Directors (2013-2022) 
· American Lung Association of D.C., Board of Directors (1998-2004), Chairman (2002-2004)

Organization Affiliations:
· Council on Foreign Relations (2014-present)
· American Bar Association Task Force on Reform of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights (2004-2005)

Education:
· California Western School of Law (JD 1985)
Graduated Magna Cum Laude
Editor, International Law Journal
Deans Award; American Jurisprudence Award 

· University of California at Santa Barbara (BA 1981)
Political Science major, with honors
Director, Student Lobby
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