[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Eric P. Thor, S.A.M.  is a professor of Agribusiness  at Arizona State University with focus on  Global Food Safety and Security and member of the President Obama   Cold Chain Alliance, He is concurrently State Director of Arizona Ag Institute.  He is a Professor, teaches at Arizona State University, and has held several trade and agribusiness leadership positions including Vice Present and Global Economist, Bank of America and Crocker National Bank, Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, and banker to several food and restaurant companies and Projects. He has worked and traveled to fifty five countries including Indonesia, South East Asia, North Africa and the Middle East Projects including the Middle East, South America, and Eastern Europe. His writings include four books and over 200 articles on value chains, cooperatives and trade development projects. He has several leadership positions including past Director of the Morrison School of Agribusiness and Resources management from 1990 to 1998, Director of the Center for Agribusiness Policy Studies including Food Safety and Security, Presidential advisor for FSIS ( US Food Inspection Service), Homeland Security, EPA and USDA. He is currently the Director of the Arizona Mediation Program for Arizona and a Federal Agricultural Mediator, specializes in global trade, food safety, border security,  Energy, Alternative Dispute Resolution, project finance, energy development, cooperatives, and small business.  As a Vice President and Global Economist at Bank of America he supervised the multinational food chain projects for several key firms.  Dr. Thor is also a Visiting Professor of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and professor at Arizona State University, U.S.A., and a Visiting Professor Royal Agricultural University.  U.K.  Queen Elisabeth II chartered him in 1998.  He has authored a number of books including “Attacking Global Barriers”, 2001 published by ASU Press. Additionally, he has co-authored Anatomy of American Agricultural Credit Crisis, by Browne and Bain, Also, we has co published “The New Rural Economy” published by U.C. Davis in 1994. He earned his Master’s degree in agricultural economics and his Ph.D. in economics at the University of California, Berkeley.  He has published over 150 articles and presented at many World Congresses. Additionally, He has been a member of the Emerging Market Advisory Board to the President of the U.S. and Congress for the past three Presidents including Reagan, Bush, and Clinton. He has held senior positions at USDA for the past two decades at President and CEO of the Farm Credit Assistance Board, Farmers Home and advisor to the Secretary of Agriculture. He has been awarded both USDA and US Treasury  Award of  Superior Service.    He is testified before Congress on a wide variety of issues including WTO, rural development, water management and rural empowerment. Thor has been involved in both research and management of a number of public and private entities, including Bank of America, Crocker National Bank, the U.S. Treasury, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. He has been to China as a representative on seven trade and development missions including The State of California, Bank of America, and Ministry of Agriculture, Chinese Academy of Science and the U.S. Government’s .  He currently works on projects on four continents and has worked in over 60 emerging markets. Thor helped draft the 1987 Credit Act, which set up a series of local mediation services. He also has headed funding of over $6 Billion dollars for the private sector and the U.S. government.  Challenges and dispute resolutions. He graduated from U.C. Berkeley with his Ph.D. in economics and certificates and postdoctoral training from Stanford, Cornell and Harvard.  He has been a member of the Cactus IFT since 2005.
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